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ASSAULT PISTOLS, RIFLES AND 
SUBMACHINE GUNS 

by Duncan Long 

Modern warfare has been forever changed by the introduction of assault rifles, submachine 
guns and the new “assault pistols.” These contemporary tools of destruction and their 
development are profiled here in this detailed guide to modern military, police and civilian 
combat weapons—both foreign and domestic. With both combat and modern technology in 
mind, author Duncan Long gives practical info on how to operate and field-strip these 
weapons, factory and aftermarket accessories, weapon specifications, and the ballistics of 
the many calibers for which they are chambered. Sneak previews of new and experimental 
firearms, and developments and trends 1n small arms are featured. Troubleshooting 
procedures, ballistic tables for common combat rounds, and a list of firearms and 
accessories manufacturers and distributors are included. SVi x 11, hardcover, photos, illus., 
appendices, 152 pp. $19.95 


BALISONG: THE LETHAL ART OF 
FILIPINO KNIFE FIGHTING 

by Sid Campbell, Santiago “Sonny" Umpad 
and Gary Cagaanan 

The blinding blur of the deadly balisong in motion. Its whirl* 
wind lethality can now be yours when you step on the path 
of the Filipino knife fighter. Three experts have now com¬ 
bined their knowledge of the balisong, martial arts and self- 
defense to take you step>by-stepthrough the exacting train¬ 
ing. Start with the basics of concealing, drawing, flipping 
and gripping the balisong and then proceed through the 
four main phases of training for balisong expertise, training 
techniques perfected in the Philippines for over 400 years. 
5’A X 8V4. softcover. 220 photos, glossary. 176 pp. $12.00 



MAKE 'EM PAY 

Ultimate Revenge Techniques from 
the Master Trickster 
Want to see your enemies grovel at 
your feet? The meanest man in the 
world and author of the infamousGet 
Even brings you the latest in dirty 
tricks, schemes, scams and stunts. 
Getting back at a landlord, politician, 
salesman, utility, restaurant, or 
supermarket Isa cinch with over 130 
creatively nasty techniques. For 
entertainment only! 5^ xBV^, hard¬ 
cover, 224pp. $14.95 


ISIO ^ 
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MJH 

DUARMlNd'nfE 
AHMCO ASSAILANT 


NO SECOND CHANCE! 

Disarming the Armed Assailant 

by Bradley J. Steiner 
You're staring down the barrel of a 
gun and you’re unarmed. You have 
only a second to wrest control and 
keep it—because there won't be a 
second chance. Steiner profiles the 
assailants and lethal weapons you 
could face and graphically demon¬ 
strates the instant, ruthless action 
that will save your life. 516 x 8V6. soft- 
cover, 135 photos. 176 pp. $12.00 



UP YOURS! 

Advanced revenge techniques and 
^ original dirty tricks from the author 
of Get Even. Here are the meanest, 
nastiest pranks for snakelike sales¬ 
men. nagging relatives, nosey 
neighbors, and all those people you 
love to hate. Read Up Yours! and 
start getting even today! 516 x 816, 
hardcover, 220 pp. $14.95 



NINJA MIND CONTROL 
by Ashida Kim 

Achieve mastery over your own 
mind and possess the key that un¬ 
locks the secrets of the cosmos. Kim 
reveals the meditation, breathing 
and kuji-kiri exercises that enable 
you to cultivate and direct your chi— 
and tune into the minds of others. 
Control the outcome of every en¬ 
counter through mind reading, 
suggestion and sleight-of-hand 
fighting techniques. 516 x 816. soft- 
cover. 71 photos. 152 pp. $10.00 


COMBAT 

SURVIVAL 



COMBAT SURVIVAL 

An extremely useful, completeman- 
ual on physical and combat survi¬ 
val, training and tactics. Contains 
rare info on evading and silencing 
guard dogs, sabotage, intelligence 
gathering,survival navigation.primi¬ 
tive medicine, evasion and escape, 
animal traps and much more! 816 x 
11. softcover, illus., 160 pp. $14.95 


KEEP 

’EM 

AUVE 




KEEP’EM ALIVE 
The Bodyguard’s Trade 

by Paul Elhanan 

The disciplined art of bodyguarding 
—its attractions, its demands, its 
dangers, and why this author would 
do nothing else but! Entertaining yet 
informative. Elhanan reveals the 
trade: the clientele; the opposition to 
look out for; different types of jobs; 
how to stay on the right side of the 
law: tips on driving, cars, weapons, 
communication; and more. 516 x 816, 
softcover. 128 pp. $ 10.00 


SURVIVAL/FIGHTING KNIVES 
by Leroy Thompson 

From the combat-tested, slash-and-thrusi blade to the 
no-nonsense, general-purpose survival knife. Survival/ 
Fighting Knives shows you which type of blade best suits 
your needs. Having taught hand-to-hand knife combat to 
various special operations units, author Leroy Thompson 
tells you which knives perform well when you really need 
them. Survival/Fighting Knives covers utility blades, 
hollow-handled survival knives (both commercial and cus¬ 
tom), survival knives and mini-survival kits, folders, combat 
and street-fighting knives, and knife specifications. 8V6 x 
11. softcover, 78 photos, appendix. 104 pp. $14.00 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 



U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMs in the field 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis an underwater demolition 
techniques and exptosivea Equip¬ 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica¬ 
tions, diving, infiltration andexfiltra- 
tion, survival, and more. 816 x 11, 
softcover, photos, illus., 240 pp. 

$14.95 


THE AR-15/M16: A PRACTICAL GUIDE 
by Duncan Long 

The AR-15/M16 is SO revered and respected that nations 
around the globe have adopted it—or many of its features— 
for use by their own armies. Now comes the definitive book 
on the rifle that has been the inspiration for so many mod¬ 
ern assault rifles. Invaluable to the M16 owner, this com¬ 
prehensive book has info on grenade launchers, assembly 
and disassembly, trouble-shooting, ballistics and ammo, 
combat use. military use and testing, and functioning. Vir¬ 
tually any accessory for the AR-15 is listed, as are parts 
suppliers and sources for additional product info. 816 x 11, 
softcover. illus., photos. 168 pp. $16.95 



GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to gel even with big busi¬ 
ness. government and enemies 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. 516 
X 816. hardcover. 192 pp. $14.95 


COMBAT AMMUNITION 
Everything You Need to Know 

by Duncan Long 

Go beyond the dealer's shelves and make your own special 
types of ammo—ammo that can’t be found anywhere else! 
Combat Ammunition explains how to create multiple pro¬ 
jectile rounds, exploding bullets, safety slugs, armor¬ 
piercing bullets and tracers. Just as important, learn which 
bullet designs do nof work in combat, what bullets are best 
suited for particular situations and weapons, and how to 
safely increase the effectiveness of any caliber of weapon 
through careful ammunition selection. 816 x 11, hardcover, 
illus., photos, tables, charts, appendices. 136 pp. $19.95 
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. $10.00 
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BOOK ONE. 

. $12.00 
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.$ 8.00 

FLIMFLAM MAN: HOW CON 


SPECIAL FORCES 


GAMES WORK... .. 

$14.95 

HANDBOOK. 

.$ 8.00 
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OF THE NINJA. 

.$19.95 
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$10.00 
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$10.00 
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CHECKLIST FOR SURVIVAL ... 

.$ 8.00 

HUNTING..... 

. $14.95 

SPECIAL FORCES 


PRISONER OF WAR 


RECONNAISSANCE 


RESISTANCE. 

$12.00 

HANDBOOK. 

$14.95 

MAD AS HELL.. 

. $14.95 

COMPLETE BOOK OF COMBAT 

1 HATE YOU!. 

. $14.95 
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COMMAND 

GUIDANCE 

by Robert K. Brown 


H OW should a nation handle in¬ 
ternal security? Should it be by 
coercion or cooperation? 

Almost half a million KGB and 
MVD troops show that Soviets 
think citizens are sheep to be 
herded. Although Soviet security 
troops work for their Department 
of the Interior, those formations 
shouldn’t be confused with the 
U.S. Forest Service. KGB and MVD 
units are police armies formed to 
protect the rulers from the ruled. 

Cooperation is the operant word 
in the mission of American police. 
They are formed by elected author¬ 
ity to help constituents keep their 
peace. Cops aren’t hired to protect 
the mayor from the voters. 

That’s a truism, but 
restrictive gun laws of 
the last 50 years have 
eroded that rela¬ 
tionship between 
police and the civil 
population. Amer¬ 
icans have forsaken a 
tradition of an armed 
populace responsible 
for and cooperating 
with elected authority 
in defense of its own 
peace for an embat¬ 
tled position where 
bearing arms and self-defense are 
privileges dispensed by self- 
constituted higher authority. Bad 
gun laws are responsible for this 
gulf between electors and officials. 
Bluntly, we are creating law en¬ 
forcement and social problems of 
the future by turning police into 
armed watchdogs of an unarmed 
electorate. 

Then there’s paperwork. Reg¬ 
istration and confiscation schemes 
have multiplied the cost of govern¬ 
ment and reduced the effectiveness 
of duty police. Already struggling 
with legal redefinition of their role 
and multicopy forms for every 
activity, American sheriffs and 
police are being further buried by 


invented crime that proceeds from 
bad laws. Even BATE officials have 
testified before the Senate that 75 
percent of prosecutions under the 
1968 Gun Control Act are against 
citizens who have no other criminal 
record. 

For the welfare of our society we 
need simplified gun laws. A 
streamlined code will cut paper¬ 
work and court costs, and reinstate 
the proper relationship between 
citizens and police. 

And yet, some have misrepre¬ 
sented the McClure/Volkmer Bill 
(S.49/H.R.645) to peace officers as 
a law that will put more guns in 
more criminals hands. That’s non¬ 
sense. It’s a bill to minimize book¬ 
keeping, ensure the 
rights of law-abiding 
gun owners, and to 
prevent the creation of 
criminals by an artifi¬ 
cially restrictive code. 

For more specific in¬ 
formation or com¬ 
ment on the Volkmer/ 
McClure Bill, police 
and gun owners 
should write to the 
National Rifle Asso¬ 
ciation (Dept. SOF, 
1600 Rhode Island 
Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 
20036). If you haven’t joined the 
NRA yet: Join. It’s the best protec¬ 
tion you can buy for your rights. 

Immediately, sheriffs and police 
should end-run bureaucrats and 
self-appointed spokesmen by writ¬ 
ing their representatives to tell 
them that working police under¬ 
stand and recognize the necessity 
of the Volkmer/McClure Bill, and 
that those representatives should 
sign Congressman Volkmer’s dis¬ 
charge petition so the House can 
vote to clean up our gun laws. 
Write: The Honorable John Doe, 
U.S. House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C. 20515, 
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ONUMENTAL 
MENACE... 


Sirs: 


I recently heard that 
some clown plans to 
make a park in Phoenix, 
Arizona, in dedication of 
(get this) draft dodgers, 
protesters and cowards 
that ran to Canada. This 
is an outrage. 

E. Stockert 
Jackson, New 
Jersey 


On 15 December, the 
Arizona Repulsive 
(.. .er. Republic) ran an 
article on the man who 
intends to erect a 
30-foot “memoriar* to 
Vietnam War protesters. 
Terry Choate, formerly 
a raio show announcer 
and now a cab 
company owner, is 
portrayed as a right 
wing Libertarian, but his 
actions are leaning more 
toward Jane Fonda than 
Sam Steiger. I cannot 
comprehend a man who 
would build a pillar of 
concrete, top it with a 
peace symbol, surround 
it with flags of the 
United States and 
communist Vietnam, 
and dedicate it to peace 
protesters. 

Terry Choate has yet 
to build his monument 
to cowardice. Such a 
structure will need the 
approval of the County 
Attorney’s Office of 
Maricopa County. To 
voice your opinions on 
this matter, please write: 
Tom Collins, County 
Attorney, Maricopa 
County, 101 W, 
Jefferson, Phoeniz, AZ 
85003. 

Paul Doi 

Phoenix, Arizona 






O N SENTRY 
REMOVAL... 

Sirs: 

Just read the January 1986 Battle Blades column. 
It was great 1 am the proud owner of a Gurkha 
kukri which I got from Atlanta Cutlery. I am 
well-pleased with the $17.95 I spent for it Thanks 
for putting my head-hunter in the spotlight it 
deserves. 

Tom Coffman 
Jacksonville, Florida 

American military planners seem to have the 
habit of worshiping the false goddesses Technica 
and Exotica. They seem to think that the more 
complex or unusual the weaponry, the more 
effective in solving the soldier’s tactical problems... 
even as far down as the problem of sentry removal. 

I agree that the kukri is an effective tool for sentry 
removal. What I don’t agree with is the need to go 
halfway around the world to find the tool. An 
effective device for the purpose of silently removing 
sentries is right around the comer. The standard 
military issue machete can be sharpened with a file, 
sharpening stone or rock and is heavy enough to do 
the trick. If it can cut through vines and heavy 
brush, k can do the same to a skull or spinal cord. 
Dr. Ron Shaver 
Las Vegas, Nevada 


For those readers 
who are interested in 
the story behind the 
story, turn back to the 
article in the March *86 
issue, ^Monumental 
Cowards, ” and check 
out SOF*s nominations 
for the Vietnam Victory 
Memorial. 


And to think we received such a tremendous 
response on Gurkha kukris from an article on sentry 
removal. Battle Blades fans will be happy to know 
that Bill Bagwell will address the topic of kukris as 
well as machetes in a future issue of SOF. 
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UNCLE SAM... 

Sirs: 

“POWs vs. Uncle Sam, A Sad 
Saga of Forgotten Heroes” (SOF, 
January ’86) has been one of the 
best articles I have read yet from 
Soldier of Fortune. It is very 
disheartening to read to what lengths 
the government and military will go 
to suppress and discredit the 
integrity of servicemen concerning 
the POW/MIAs. Where are 
America’s priorities? How long are 
the families going to have to wait for 
an end to this nightmare? 

David D. Brooks 
Issaquah, Washington 

The article on POW/MIAs was the 
most shocking I’ve ever read. A lot 
of people have asked me why I am 
so concerned about this situation. 
They tell me that if there was 
anyttiing our government could do, 
they would do it. Well, now I just let 
them read your article and they sing 
a different tune. I’m glad there are 
people like SOF who write articles 
on Ae truth about our POWs that 
the government won’t tell us. 

Mark Felton 

South St. Paul, Minnesota 


C OLD STEEL’S 
OFFERINGS... 

Sirs: 

I consider Lynn Thompson’s 
article, “Edged Weapon Arsenal” 

(SOF, February ’86) nothing more 
than a paid advertisement for 
something he sells. I am somewhat 
surprised to hear him claim credit for 
designing the traditional Japanese 
blade but I appreciate his choice and 
quality control so I’ll let that pass. 

The rest of the article is horse shit. 
There is not to my knowledge a 
usable machete made for real work 
in the U.S. That com knife is a 
flimsy, cheap, blister-grabbing grass 
cutter that will let you down every 
time you really need it The length 
and shape is OK except that the end 
should be squared and chisel 
sharpened to cut roots in holes. The 
handle should wrap around since 
the full tang leaves a ridge that will 
yank blisters. The blade needs 
added weight for that heavy 
hardwood mountain bmsh. The first 
time you hit a knot and that flexible 
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TlieU^ly PuUy 

MILITARY SWEATER 

100% Pure Virgin Wooi. 

Shoulder & Elbow Twill reinforcing 
Patches. Used by the Army Marines, 

Air Force, Coast Guard, and many ^ 
f other demanding users. Made to ■ 
If, rigorous U.S. and British Military^^^B 
L specifications. Sizes 34 to 46. 1H|H| 


COMMANDO |UMP SHEATH 


The Original — Made in England. 


Sizes 48 & 50 $44.95 

WP-200 Browntone j 

DERBY TWEED New for 1985! 

Handsome Green Heather and Brown Tweed 
look is great for the outdoors and casual wear. 

WP-210, Derby Tweed $39.95 Sizes: 36 to 46 

CAMO WOOLLY FULLY® JHH 

Registered military style pattern for the adventurous. JBHH 

Great match up with military camo BDUs. 

WP-70, Camo Woolly Fully Sizes: 36 to 46 $39.95 ppd. 

Select from these styles & colors: fllHi 

CREW NECK SIZES V-NECK 

WP.110,OthnQrMn.U$MC approval 5/77 32-50 WP-121.Navyaiu»w/«p«utaU 

WP-115, Oltn GrMn, w/apaulats 34-50 WP-125, Navy Blii« 

WP-120, Navy BJua 32-50 WP-131, USAF Btua. w/apauM* 

WP-127, Navy Blua, w/apaufats 36-46 WP-171, US Army Black, «f/apaulat« A patch 

WP-130, RAF Blua/gray 32-50 WP-176, Black, US Naval Acadamy 

WP-170. Black 34-46 WP-180, Sand (Tan) 

WP-18S. Sand (Tan) ■ 34-46 WP-190, Paat Brown. US FUh I WlldIHa Sarvlca 

WP-200, Browntona^tegfHook 34-46 

WP-70, Camoiillago 34-50 

RANGER BOONIE HATS 

Floppy Vietnam Style Hat 

with the Short Brim. Military Fabrics. 

Made to Mil-spec design. Sizes: 7, 7'U, 7'k, 7%. 

VRH-2, OD Boonie a.. 

VRH-3, Black Boonie $11.95 ppd. ^■ss 

VRH-5, Navy Blue Boonie i 

VRH-7, Woodland Camo Boonie 4^^' 

VRH-8, Day/Desert Boonie 

BATTLE DRESS UTIUTIES* W 

BRIGADE’S RIPSTOP 
COMBAT CLOTH™ 

Lightweight, rugged, and fully reinforced for the ^ 

toughest conditions. Exclusive 65/35 RipStop 
Po^in. Made to Army patterns for the regular BDU, 
but more comfortable In our all-climate Combat Ciotm 

Trousm: XS(1), 8(2). M(3), L(4), XL(5) Longs in 

Colors: (1) Woodland Camo (2) SWAT Black (3) 

TAG-TEAM Navy Blue (4) Urban Smoke Gray 

BRC, Combat Cloth Coat $32.95 ppd. 

BRT, Combat Cloth Trousers $32.95 ppd. 


Our Exclusive Sheath provides greater wear flexibility and 
protection for your trusty edged tools, internally lined with 
flexible plastic, covered with water-repellent, mil-spec 
packcloth. May be carried on regular belts. Clips not ind. 
Select for 5", 8",12" and 18" blades. 

Colors: (l)Camouflage, (3)Black, 

CJS5( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 5" $8.95 
C JS8( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 8" $9.95 
CJS12( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 12 " $11.95 
CJS18( ), Commando Jump Sheath. 18" $13.95 
ALC-150, ALICE Attaching Clips 2 pack $1.25 


SIZES 

34-48 

34-46 

32-50 

32-50 

32-50 

34-46 

32-50 


The Survival 12" Machete is a perfect choice for all 
Outdoorsmen. Every soldier should own one. Chop, dig, 
skin, cut for survival or around the home. 

MCH312, Survival Machete 12" $7.95 ppd 

COMMANDO WATCHBAND 


Protects and conceals nighttime glow. Unique Velcro® doublelock 
band and crystal cover strap. Ided for nightwork, hunting, and hard 
work. Measure wrist to nearest larger Va " mark for correct size. 

CB21, Camo Watchband $5.95 ppd. _ 

Also available in OD & Black 

Type 8 nylon web Parachute Webbing. 

CB1, Commando Watchband $5.50 ppd. E 

Revolutionary design 
multi-pocketed and 
is worn suspended 

around the neck. J 

For ultra high security! Ideal for travelers, hikers, 
military personnel, children, and women. Holds 
currency, coins, keys, passport, travel 
documents, accessories. 

Closed Size: 53/4 X 7 ^/ 4 ". ^ I 

Colors: Camo, Olive Drab, Black, Navy, Tan. I 

KEP-82, Trek Saf $12.95 ppd. 


Send Check, Money Order or charge to Visa, Mastercard, Amex. 
or Diners Club. Foreign orders must request postage rates. 

Card #_^_Expires:_ 


Name 


Send FREE Catalogue of Basics for Life Products. 

Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd.— city 

266 Roswell Street (60D), Marietta GA 30060 Stab 

Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard Call [404] 428-1234 


Address 


Money Back Guarantee 






Postpaid Shipping TOTAL ENCLOSED 





In a survival situacioiL 
you want the un- 
compromising weapon 
that money can buy. The 
HK 91 Semi- Aiiton^nic 
Assault Rifle fir£>m 
Heckler &: Kodi, 

The HK 91 v\'as derived 
directly from the C]3. Ies 
delaved I'oller-locked bolt 
system reduces recoil to 
keep the gun on tai'get. It 
exceeds the most smngeiit 
NATO acciirac}^ require^ 
ments — light out of the 
box. And HK'ircvoknion- 
ary scope nxmivtiiig system 
o;uarantees that \ouTe stili 


in cal. zzo were botli de¬ 
signed as parts of an inte¬ 
grated gLUi sySiteni. Tise HK ■ 
system of intei’cliangcable 
parts and accessories enables 
these precision flrearnis io 
adapt quickly to changing 
tactical situations. 

Leading military oper¬ 
ations and law enforcement 
agencies around the work! 
rely on firearms tllat bear 
the H&Knamc- Your iltoice 
is equally dear. You c^n 
carry an ordinary nxiipoit. 
Or own the tidconi- 
firearm ^ 


promising 
in the W’ Olid 


■ Tidmc 

1^;'-^ - jiMrist H&K bw 

^ tn/brfllltwn[ TT^Lirn 2 a[U>f 

^ ^ flur new 

7^ ^ : ciflpF lnTl:fi£jrr, fdC 

in Virginia Or 

write on W- 

Heckler Gf Koch Jk-k 
Dii/ision, 14601 Lre Resd, 

Virrir^ 2202 I 


pu le^e nothing to chance 


ll&K nicfTTni 
ymirguiL Keep 




blade runs a real torque up your 
already sore wrist, you’ll see what 1 
mean. 

Billy J.HaU 

Marietta, Oklahoma 

M/e understand your problem with 
a manufacturer reviewing his own 
product. But please note that 
Thompson didn*t test and evaluate 
his knife; he was allowed to present 
his argument that one knife won't 
do everything required of edged 
tools and weapons carried to the 
bush. This month's Battle Blades 
column, beginning on page 22, 
features a test and evaluation of 
Cold Steel's tanto and a little bit 
about the traditional Japanese blade 
from which Lynn Thompson's 
weapon was patterned. 


T O BARE 
ARMS... 

Sirs: 

It seems highly hypocritical to read 
various articles and movie reviews 
bemoaning the technical inaccuracies 
of movies like Rambo or 
Commando, and yet on the 
follpwing pages you print ads for 
posters depicting women and 
weapons in some very technically 
inaccurate poses. WHy is it that 
photos of men in SOF are realistic, 
outfitted in attire appropriate to the 
tenrain, but the pictures of women 
are so silly? Let’s see more articles 
about real women in the world of 
weapons and war. 

Elisabeth Clingman 
Madison, Wisconsin 

The poses of women in 
advertising are not something we 
control — companies using women 
in their ads are interested in profits, 
not realism. SOF's article on women 
in the Salvadoran army, however, 
portrayed them in the field as they 
really are (see 'Salvadorehas at 
War," SOF, February 1985). 



H ind d 

DEFECTIONS... 

Sirs: 

Just read the December ’85 SOF 
and was quite amused by the results 
of the reward offered to any Hind D 
pilot defecting. Congratulations on 
one of the slickest psywar ops ever 


NEM f^fl£ OeSIGNeO SY-Me 
3 DINrr CMlEf e OF STAFF 


COKWeR-HBUe 
GLM>4 BKRRE.U 

pee>i6keD ev'o.** army 
T\9Sh eiTHBR CHRBCTIOM'. 
OME, iFBY LAMO. 
TWO. IF BY 




WAMptE CGNiTAlMB AM EXPtOfelve' 
C«AR(SE -THAT A4XTDMATICAU.Y GOES 
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PERBOM NOT 

THE HAtUS OF M0MTB2UW\Ar 


6PEC/^U COMBINWIOM 
aCTATIOM ETOCK 

OeaSMEO BV’WC MAVY 
WILL ATOMAT1CAU>< IMFIATE 
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WrtiCK SEEK OUT AMD B>TRlKjE- 
OBTECTb NOT COLORED SKY BLUE: 
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pulled. A Hind on the ground is 
useless. 

Frank Tireur 
Calgary, Alta, Canada 

Upon reading the September ’85 
issue of Soldier of Fortune, we 
became aware of your offer to pay 
$1,000,000 to a pilot who defects to 
a non-communist country with an 
Mi-24 Hind D attack helicopter. It is 
of interest to us whether your offer 
would equally apply to, say, a 
Czechoslovak pilot defecting with 
such a machine, or a Czechoslovak 
pilot defecting with an Mi-24 from 
the Sandinista government. 

Jaroslav Capek 
Vice-Chairman 
Czechoslovak Federal 
Council-in-Exile 

At this point Publisher Robert K. 
Brown has not opened the award to 
other Hind defections. Only the 
following conditions apply: The pilot 
must be Nicaraguan, the ship must 
be of Sandinista provenance, and it 
must be the first one to be flown out 
of Nicaragua. 


W ELCOME, 

BARRY.,. 

Sirs: 

1 was pleased to see that you have 
added Barry Sadler to yoiir staff. I 
have been a reader of his Casca 
series since the first and have 
enjoyed reading every one of the 
series to date. His contributions can 
only add to your already excellent 
magazine. 

R.D. Schlegel 
Manhattan, Kansas 


I S THE END 
INSIGHT?... 

Sirs: 

Regarding the escapades of 
Domaus & Dixon Enterprises Inc. of 
Huntingon Beach, California: You 
may wish to inform your readers 
that any dissatisfied purchasers of 
Bren Tens should voice their 
complaints in writing to: Mr. Eric G. 
Larson, Regional Chief Postal 
Inspector, San Bruno, CA 
94098^0100. 

Philip R. Wagner 
R&A Firearms Inc. 

Canton, Ohio 

My Bren Ten finally arrived. It had 
been ordered in August 1982. 
Promises of timely delivery had been 
made — and broken — time and 
time again by the manufacturer. I 
ordered a Bren Ten and waited a 
long time for it, but it was worth the 
wait. True, it came with only one 
10mm magazine (1 ordered three), 
and I did not receive my .22LR 
conversion kit. But what I have — 
the Standard Model with a .45 ACP 
conversion kit — is quality. I will 
wait for the rest. 

I am not happy with the missed 
shipping dates, but rny mind now 
rests easier knowing that Domaus & 
Dixon is manufacturing pistols. Yes, 
it is possible, readers. 

Mark Hunt 
NRA Life Member 

Continued on page 104 
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C HIN/V GETS 
ISRAELI 
GUN... 

While Israel Military 
Industries (IMI) has 
acknowledged selling to 
a foreign buyer their 
60mm hyper-velocity 
medium support 
(HVMS) gun, the 
government in Tel Aviv 
has declined to identify 
the end user. Despite 
the lack of official 
confirmation, Soldier of 
Fortune sources say the 
new Israeli tank-killing 
guns are bound for the 
People’s Republic of 
China. The sources 
would not speculate on 
the precise size of the 
order, although one said 
“the order was a 
substantial one.” 

Israel’s HVMS gun 
would be a formidable 
anti-tank weapon if 
mounted on a light 
armored vehicle (LAV). 
The Marine Corps is 
taking a second look at 
it as a possible 
replacement for the 
25mm chain gun now 
deployed on Marine 
LA Vs. And no wonder. 
The HVMS gun will 
penetrate 120mm of 
tank armor at a 
60-degree angle from 
2,000 meters. By 
contrast, NATO’s 
105mm L-52 tank gun’s 
maximum range for that 
performance is 1,830 
meters. The HVMS gun 
also will fire 
semiautomatically or in 
three-round bursts. Each 
of these bursts can be 
fired in 1.5 seconds so 
the gun can deliver 100 
rounds per minute on a 
target. 

Although Israel and 
China have no official 
ties, sources say the 
relationship behind 
closed doors is close, 
particularly regarding 
scientific and military 
topics. For instance, 
foreign observers were 
surprised, at China’s 
Army Day parade on 1 
October 1985, to see 
105mm Israeli tank guns 
mounted on the turrets 
of Chinese T-69s. 
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**Mister*’ Rahmatullah Safi, as he likes to be called, 
poses with SOF Publisher Robert K. Brown on a 
recent visit to the magazine's headquarters. Safi, 
who at one time served as a colonel in command of 
Afghan Special Forces of His Majesty the King of 
Afghanistan, later took over the SF training 
command for the freedom fighters opposing Soviet 
invaders (see '‘Afghan Elite Forces," SOF, 

December 1983). 



X AIMED 
AT YOU... 


If you arc a conservative-minded citizen who likes 
to keep abreast of military literature and equipment 
— current and historical — Soldier of Fortune's 
editors have given you fair warning. The MX is 
aimed at you. 

Not the Peacekeeper missile, but MX, The 
Military Exchange. Recently purchased by SOF, the 
militaria trade publication is aimed at buyers, sellers, 
traders and the just-plain-curious. If you want to 
buy, sell or trade aircraft parts, radios, firearms and 
ammunition, uniforms or insignia, out-of-print 
training manuals, mint-condition military vehicles 
from around the globe, or any and all types of 
military accessories, then MX, The Military 
Exchange is the place to look. See page 17 of this 
issue for details on how to take advantage of a 
specially discounted introductory subscription rate. 
Interested advertisers should contact Shirley Raley, 
MX Advertising Sales, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 


CO 80306. 


H onor 

ROLL... 

Refugee Relief Internationa) Inc. 
contributors: 

A donation in memory of Lt. Col. 
Domingo Monterrosa-Barrios. 

El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense 
Fund: 

“Ritter's Raiders,” John Cascioli, 
Richard Sisson, Sgt. Stephen P. Stout. 
S.J. Pinchut — in memory of the 6 
million Jews of the Holocaust, Gene 
Schmidt, Dale R. Smither, Martin 
Whited, Bill Tribfelner, David Karp, 
Mark Loeffler, Mike Bergum, John C. 
Lerch Jr. 

Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund: 
Lawrence Stier, Donald E. Raulerson 
Jr., Military Surplus Supply Survival 
Equipment, John H. Klein, Charles R. 
Hornung, John C. Lerch Jr. 



IKHAIL’S 

NAVY... 


Top Soviet dog Mikhail 
Gorbachev has a new man running 
his navy. That’s not news. But press 
reports at the time said Admiral of 
the Fleet Sergei Georgievich 
Gorshkov, former commander in 
chief of the Soviet navy, had been 
replaced by an “Admiral 
Chemievov.” But one Soviet 
diplomat told Soldier of Fortune that 
“there is no Admiral Chemievov, at 
least not in the Soviet navy.” The 
Soviet source said the 76-year-old 
Gorshkov was replaced by Admiral 
of the Fleet Vladimir Nikolayevich 
Chemavin. 

Solid biographical information on 
the 57-year-old Chemavin 
unfortunately is about as hard to 
come by as the fictitious “Admiral 
Chemievov.” Checking other SOF 
sources revealed that Chemavin 
entered the navy in 1951. He has a 
strong background in attack and 
missile-launching submarines and is 
regarded as a pioneer of 
“boomers,” Soviet nuclear missile 
submarines. In addition, Chemavin 
commanded the Northern Fleet, 
based in Severomorsk near 
Murmahsk, from July 1977 to 1 
December 1981, when he was 
appointed chief of the main naval 
staff, roughly equivalent to the chief 
of naval operations in the United 
States. He remained in this post until 
replacing Gorshkov in December 


1985. 


The big question is what 
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SUPER MINI 

PORTABLE 

GENERATOR 


T375 H. WILSON ROAD RADCLIFF, KENTUCKY 4D160 

ORDER TOLL FREE! 
800-626-6171 

In Kentucky S02/3S1-1164 riM | 

CUSTOMER SERVICE I 

S0Z/3S1-1167 Sorry,NoC.O.I 


M-2 COMPASS 


Genuine military. 

The finest precision 
compass that was 
ever made...period! 

Horizontal and verti¬ 
cal angle measure¬ 
ment, jeweled move¬ 
ment and prismatic 
in-line sighting for 
superior accuracy. 

Waterproof and 
accurate to X Vi 
degree. 0-360® azi¬ 
muth ring. Internal 
mirror can be used 
for sighting or sig¬ 
naling. Two bubble 
levolers. All oH,e l»200.Ma-C.58052 

drab rubberized plastic case with belt loop and pistol 
belt mounting hardware. Finest directional device known. 
SF07-1355.$139.95 


Lightweight power. Only 12Vi lbs, 

Use for weather emergencies, 
a car battery charge, night 
sports, fishing, running small toolsr 
etc. 400 watts output. Run a string of quartz lights, a tele¬ 
vision, a 3/8" drill or an electric razor. Every police car 
needs our Super Mini Generator in the trunk. Features a 
patented electronic system to offer high output, stable 
voltage. Can't overch^ge and is fuel (gasoline) efficient. 
Two to four hour running time. Automatically cuts off 
when overloaded, which means you can’t burn it out. 
One year manufacturer’s warranty. 

SF07-1832.$399.95 


With Integrated Compass 
& Push-Button Battery Olumination 
7x50 

This binocular system enables you to observe a target and 
know its precise location. You can see the objects’ bearing 
displayed through the lens. Share the information with 
your companions and immediately all of you are on the 
same target. The finest binocular made. Own it for a 
lifetime! 

TECHNICAL DATA 
Field of View... 131 yards — 6.87" 

Luminosi^....51 

Weight..40 ozs. 

Water Resistance_Waterproof 

Dimensions.5.2x8.2x3.6" 

Light Transmission.96% 

Coating.. Olive Drab Rubber 

Carrying Case... Cordura® Nylon 
SF13-1029..$499.00 


RANGER RANGEFINDER 


Spot a target. How far is it? Just 
sight, focus, read the dial and 
you’ve instantly converted the 
unknown to the known. An 
ingenious instrument invented 
by one of America’s Nobel prize j l M 
winners in physics. Used world- ' 
wide by military personnel, hik- 
ers, yachtsmen, golfers, 
surveyors and amateur 
astronomers. Black . 
waterproof high- — 

impact plastic case,^ 

SF05-1544... $39.95^--— 


'^^®SURVIVOR 


Fourteen and one-half 

inches of stainless steel grandeur. ^ 

This knife features the looks of our handcrafted 2-S Survival knife without the 
Remove the butt cap for a hollow, watertight storage larger than most any sim 
grip and a cross-guard that functions as a screwdriver and a scribe. 9" saw 
SF07-2077. 


AVIATION 

JACKET 


Smooth flowing roller ball pen with a Wood¬ 
land camouflage pattern. Refillable, 
^ A super item that is selling fast. 

A classy yet reliable piece of equip- 
ment. Don’t pay $5.00 when you 

can get it from us for. 

SF07-1336...$3.99 
SF07.1373 Refill 
Black Ink.... $1.49 


S.F. MOUNTAIN BOOTS 


Genuine Army 
and Air Force 
issue. Sage green. 
Medium weight 
(MA-1). Sizes: 
Small (33-37’’), 
Medium (38-41”), 
Large (42-45’’), 
X-Large (46-49"). 
Made in U.S.A. 
Don’t miss this 
special price - for 
our mail order 
friends. Regular 
price was $54.50. 
SFOl-1031 
Sale Price. $39.88 


Designed for U.S Special Forces. 
Black leather with Vibram® lug 
soles. Leather lined; steel shank; 
grooved heel and blocked toe. 
Removeable felt insoles. Sizes: 
7-13. No half sizes after 11. ^ 
Specify regular (D) 
wide (EE) widths. 

Regular price: 

SF03-2030 

....$109.95 


CAMO^ 
INK PEN 

by Parker 


S.F. M-1983 BOOTS 


the boot that was especially manufactured for 
Forces use. It has all the best features: 

* Lined with absorbent Cambrelle. 

* Cordura® nylon laminated to Gore- 
Tex® for effective waterproofing. 

hooks for fast lacing. 

* Saran insoles. 

Black leather bonded to Panama soles. 

sizes only). State 
choice of widths 
in regular (C-D) 


SELF-LUMINOUS 
WRIST WATCH 

Ma-W-46374C 


Brand New! Just now coming into the 
military inventory. NSN6645-00-952- 
3767- O.D. nylon alloy case and O.D. 
nylon strap. Stem wound and set 
mechanical movement. Protected 
stem. Self-luminous hands around a 
12 to 24 hour black dial with self- 
luminous markings. 

A Real Military Beauty! 
SF05-0909 Introductory Price.. $39.88 


1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD 
RADCLIFF, KY 40160 
PHONE (502)351-1164 

QTY I NUMBER I DES 


POLYPRO UNDERWEAR 


Ordinary ‘‘thermal’ underwear is nothing more than an 
extra layer of clothing. It works fine for insulation, but d.o 
not get too active, too warm or too damp! Polypro is worsted 
spun polypropylene which "wicks" moisture away, keeping 
you warm and dry. Ranks highest in insulating value, lowest 
in moisture retention and lowest in weight of all insulating 
fabrics available. Military colors. Crew-neck, ribbed cuffs. 

Made in U.S.A. Sec size chart below. _ 

Sm. Med. 

Shirts 

(Chest) 34-36” 38-40” 42-44” 46-48” 

Trousers 

(Waist) 30-32” 33-35” 36-38” 40-42” 

REGULAR WpiGHT - OLIVE DRAB 
Best for the Active Outdoor Person 

SFOl-1306 Shift(aUte size).$19.95 

SFOl-1307 Trousers(state size).$19.95 

HEAVYWEIGHT - ARMY BROWN 
Best When Active Some of the Time, Sedentary at Others 

SF0i-13i2 Shirtfstate size).$33.9^.;i^ 

SF01-131S Trousers{state size). $33.95 


□ m mm $3DDfOP a years cmim S(/BscRtRrm. 


I MONEY 
I ORDER 


SUBTOTAL 


SHiPPiNG. 
HANDLING, 
INSURANCE 
KENTUCKY 
RESIDENTS 
ADD 5% TAX 
TOTAL 


MASTERCARD 


VISA 


CREDIT CARD NO. 


EXP. DATE 


Signature: 
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happened to the venerable 
Gorshkov? A veritable Soviet 
institution unto himself, Gorshkov 
was like a Hyman Rickover and 
John Paul Jones rolled into one. 
Under his tutelage the Soviet navy 
was transformed from an adequate 
coastal defense force into a true-blue 
water fleet second only to the U.S. 
Navy. In some areas, most notably 
submarine warfare, Gorshkov’s 
command saw the Soviets actually 
surpass the U.S. Navy. Most likely 
his retirement after 30 years of 
running the Soviet navy is part of 
the move toward younger leaders 
since Gorbachev took office. There 
were no reports of Gorshkov’s illness 
or death, despite his advanced age. 
The younger Chernavin is sure to 
assert Gorbachev’s policies and 
political control in what rapidly is 
becoming “Mikhail’s Navy.” 


I RAN NEXT ON 
SOVIET MENU... 

The precarious health of the 
Ayatollah Khomeini, Iran’s religious 
dictator, is increasing Soviet interest 
in a possible invasion of 
Afghanistan’s easterly neighbor. 
Detailed logistical work for such a 
contingency plan is already off and 
running, SOF sources say, spurred 
by widespread rumors that Khomeini 
most likely will not live to see 1987. 
One internal sign is the recent 
naming of Ayatollah Montazeri as 
Khomeini’s officially designated 
successor. But Khomeini’s death still 
is expected to ignite turbulent 
factional struggles between the 
mullahs and the long-suppressed 
political opposition. 

The Soviets hope to exploit the 
certain social and political unrest 
either internally, or if necessary by 
military invasion. Certainly the 
Kremlin would rather win Iran 
through easier means, such as the 
communist student movement or 
Mujahideen-e-Khalq, The People’s 
Mujahideen, which translates as 
Marxists in mullahs’ clothing, the 
Islamic version of Central America’s 
“liberation theology.” 

The Soviet army is still preparing 
for a military alternative, SOF 
sources say. There are 
approximately 175,000 Soviet 
troops in Afghanistan. The Soviet 
Union’s Southern TVD (military 
district) has about 30 divisions, 
although many are not at full 
strength, as well as about 5,200 
tanks and 900 tactical support 
planes. In the event of such an 
invasion of Iran — something the 
Soviets would like to avoid — these 



Ayatollah Montazeri, heir apparent 
to Khomeini. 


units probably would be reinforced 
with first-line units from the strategic 
reserves. 

There has already been one 
ominous sign of Soviet preparation 
for an Iran invasion contingency, 
however. Over 25,000 Soviet 
ground-pounders marched last July 
in Kavkaz 85, a massive six-day 
exercise staged in a 100 square 
kilometer area about 200 miles from 
the Soviet border with Iran and 
Turkey. Although it was billed as an 
anti-NATO defense exercise aimed 
at Turkey, the Soviets seemed no 
less interested in nearby Iran, and 
the exercises were suitable to an 
invasion scenario. For 
instance,Spetenaz teams carried out 
raids on enemy rear command areas 
and communications installations. 
And small units practiced advancing 
independently to secure strategic 
mountain passes for larger 
formations. There were also rapid 
advances in mountainous terrain in 
hot weather and rnaximum 
employment of firepower and 
mobility assets. Colonel General 
Arkhipov, CO of the Soviet Union’s 
Southern TVD, oversaw these war 
games. 

No matter what evolves, a 
pro-Moscow regime in Tehran would 
combine with the Soviet ally in Iraq 
to pose a serious threat of the 
Persian Gulf oil supply to the West. 
And the Afghan freedom fighters 
could forget about any more 
assistance from Iran in their struggle 
to oust Soviet invaders already in 
their country. 


S ANDINO’S 

GRANDSON... 

The Sandinista Party has forsaken 
its own patron saint, according to 
Aristides Pavon, who lives in 
Houston, Texas. Pavon is the 
grandson and only known living 
descendant of General Augusto 
Cesar Sandino, the Nicaraguan folk 
hero from whom the Sandinista 
Party got its name. 

The communist ideologues, who 
used the name of Augusto Sandino 
to steal Nicaragua’s revolution from 
the coalition that rnade it possible, 
have betrayed the original 
nationalistic spirit of their namesake, 
Sandino’s grandson said in an 
interview with Wasbin^on Inquirer 
Pavon’s mother was Blanca Segovia, 
Sandino’s only child. Sandino’s wife 
died in childbirth. 

Although Sandino was a 
nationalist who fought U.S. Marines 
in the 1920s and *30s, and believed 
in certain socialist policies, Pavon 
said his grandfather was more 
interested in national 
self-determination and strongly 
resisted efforts by communists to 
exploit Sandino’s following for the 
benefit of international expansionist 
goals espoused by Comintern. 

Ironically, Pavon was a member 
of the National Guard when the 
Sandinistas overthrew the Somoza 
regime. After the revolution, Pavon 
was jailed, tortured and threatened 
with a 30-year prison term if he did 
not endorse the communist 
government as the grandson of the 
ruling party’s namesake. 

In another of history’s ironies, the 
grandson of the man who 
assassinated Sandino now prospers 
under the communist government 
The grandfather of Samuel Santos, 
until recently mayor of Managua, is 
credited with murdering Sandino. 

Pavon, on the other hand, 
managed to escape this “worker’s 
paradise” three years after being 
imprisoned and fled to the United 
States with his two sons. He rnakes 
enough money to get by as a 
part-time factory worker. ^ 
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7 Mfni-Mag. Tiny size, has all the quality 
engineering, optics, & performance of larger 
Mag-Lites. 534" long, y/' diameter. 1" 
diameter flashlight head focuses beam from 
powerful spot to flood. Uses 2 “A ” cells. 
#320100 $14,95 


The Black Book Of Dfr^ Tricks. "Improvised 
Munitions Handbook" is the most sought 
after (until now impossible to obtain) Army 
Manual. Includes chapters on: Mines & 
Grenades, Small Arms Weapons & Ammo, 
Mortars & Rockets. Incendiary Devices. 
Fuses, Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. Plus 
how to manufacture Rocket Launchers, 
Pistols, Shotguns, and Recoilless Rifl^from 
easy to obtain materials. And much more! 
New expanded edition! Limited number 
available! 

ORDER NOW! Order No. BB $10.00 


8 USAF L-2B Flight Jacket Official Air 

Force Lightzone (Lightweight issue). Sage 
Green. Orange lining. 100% polyester. Knit 
collar, cuffs & viraistband. 2 pockets. Zipper 
cigarette pocket on sleeve. Sizes: S. M. L, XL 
#012900 $^9:95 Sale $39.95 

USAF MA-1 Flyer's Jacket. Same as L-2B 
with 100% polyester batting lining for 
warmth. No epaulets. Sage Green, Orange 
lining. Sizes: S, M, L. XL. 

#0134G0 $48:95 Sale $39.95 

9 Camouflage Ranger Vest Has a pocket 
for everything. Back pockets, front pockets, 
side pockets, bellows pockets, hidden 
pockets. Woodland Camo. cotton blend 
with shirt-tail sides. Hide-away hood in collar. 
Rugged action vest is good looking & func¬ 
tional. Sizes: S. M. L. XL. 

#0148C0 $39.95 


^ Gl M-65 

Field Jacket 

Latest US Army issue field jacket 50/50 
nylon-cotton. Quarpel water repellency. Zip- 
in hood, heavy-duty front zipper, snap 
closures. Plus extra room in the shoulders 
for fTKJvement. Sizes: S, M. L. XL 
#0107G0 O.D. Green $49,85 $44.95 
#0107W0 Woodland Camo. $49^ $44.95 
Gl M-65 Jacket Liner. Cold weather liner. 

Turns M-65 Into all weather _ 

jacket. Sizes: S. M, L. XL 

#0107A0 $19.95 ^ 


10 UtUe Blad( Box. Automatically starts 
recorder when telephone is picked up. Re¬ 
cords entire conversation on both sides. 
Automatically stops recorder when phone 
is hung up! Attaches anywhere along the line 
& plugs into ANY recorder. Causes abso¬ 
lutely no irrterference or noise on phone. 
MINIATURE! Only 2" x 2" x 
Alligator dip hook-up 

#310101 $^995 Sale $24.95 

Modular plug-ln hook-up 

#310102 $2995 Sale $24.95 


2 Folding lyench Knife. 334" stainless 
steel blade folds (X)nveniently into 
the unique 5" steel "knuckle buster" 
handle for protection & safety. Length 
open—834". 

#172010 $^9:^ Sale $14.95 

3 8-SPiot Tew Gas Revolver, S'-KS 
caliber tear gas nr bliinks in securrils. 
#280110 

JiSeOlSO Chn^ $1593 ^le SI 0.35 

.22 Caliber fear Ow Atfofnrtln. Firrw 6’.22 
cdlibts leaf at blanks e& 1b^ aa vcm can 
pull Ihe Irigger 

$260610 Blue $1495 Sale $10.95 

CSwtime $1595 Sate $11,95 

Acceauifea 

#280202 Tnair Goa. Cadges IlOf $2.95 
t2Ke04 B^nk5 (1001- $3.95 

$260201 Revotver Hblater $2.95 

#260203 Ajutcmatic Hpl^ter $3.95 


11 Six Pocket Bush Short Made of 
tough, durable material you find in regular 
fatigues. Triple needle side & yoke seams. 
Front has 2 flapped-patch pockets, 2 slash 
pockets. The tock has 2 patch pockets with 
flaps. Sizes: 24-46. 

#34O4G0 O.D. Green $15.95 

#34O4K0 Khaki $15.95 

#3404C0 Camouflage $15.95 

12 “Pineapple" Hand Grenade. Com¬ 
pletely inert & harmless. Looks like the 
real thirtg. Detachable firing lever. 

#172160 $695 

Ordering Informatlonl To order by mail, use 
coupon or separate sheet Mml payment or credit 

card information. For ques* 

_tions or Information call 

' 1-312-228-0080. To order by 
phooe use credit card number. Call 
1-800-323-3233. Have all information ready. 

Minimum order $10.00. 


4 LHeknlfe Ctemmando. Razor-sharp 6" 
blade made from 440C stainless steel heat 
treated to RH57-58. Aircraft aluminum hol¬ 
low handle is waterproof. Contains wire saw. 
matches, survival fish hooks, split shot. 20 ft. 
of 10 lb. test line. 6 ft. snare utility wire, 
needles, sutures. Black leather sheath, 
thong & sharpening stone. Jeweled com¬ 
pass in cap. 12" overall. 

1722S0 $4995 Sate $44.95 


13 The Bkxiic Ear. 

Extremely sensitive & 
pointable, electronic listening device the 
size of a flashlight. Amplifies & passes 
them on to the user through stereo head¬ 
phones which are included. IJsed exterv 
sively by hunters, bird watchers, security 
& law enforcement personnel. Can near a 
whisper at 100 yards, feet scuffling at 200 
feet, a car door shutting at 5 blocte, a 
coon dog on the trail up to 2 miles. Uses 
9 volt battery, warning: Not intended as an 
eavesdropping device. 

#310300 $69.9 


Clips & Magazines 
Pachmayr Stainless 
Steel .45 Magazine. . ^ 
#193110 $19.95 

Browning Ht-Power 
9 mm Mag. 13-shot 
#191620 $15.00 ^<52 

AR-15 M-16. ^ 

30-shot Magazine. 

#191220 $7.95 ^ 

M-1 Carbine. 30-snot 
Magazine Blue Steel. 

#190420 $5.00 

Uzi 9 mm. 32-shot Magazine. 
#192620 

Magazines for Mini 14 
20-shot Blue #190720 
SO-shot Blue #190820 
40-5hotBIue #191020 
20-shot Stainless #220600 


5 Mitchell AR-50 Accessory 
Package. Black space age nylon 
pistol grip and nickel-plated steel 
telescoping buttstock. Locks 
open and closed. Compact—26" 
overall when closed. Regular size open. 
Ventilated forend. 

#242000 $69.95 

6 Mitchell 50-rd Mag. for 10/22 RHte. Easy 
loading, reliable functioning and durability. 
Full 5C^. capacity. Markings on back keep 
you informed of remaining rounds. 

#193000 $3895 Sale $34.95 


$14.95 


$ 9.95 
$12.95 
$24.95 
$14.95 


Credit Card Orders F6r Fast Delivery 


Illinois. Alaska. Hawaii 1^12-228-0080 
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FREE 
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Experience the war as never before through 
400 original-source photog’aphs and maps. 
Many never previously published! 

Be there at Tbbruk, Midway, Stalingrad, 
Normandy, the Bulge, Iwo Jima and all the 
great battles of land, sea and air. 


• Witness world leaders in public and private, 
as they decide the fate of millions. 


• Examine chaits and 
dia^ams of aircraft 
and armaments. See 
the big picture of 
WWH with special 
strategy maps! 


EDWARD JABLONSKI 


A PICTORIAL HISTORY 


WORLD 

V\ 0 tRII 

YEARS 



TRIUMPHANT 


H.ESSAME 


PLATOON 

LEADER 






so AM I SCMtftkTX 


Tlie25-Y<»fW^ 


Amelia's MUitsry Role 
in Vietnam 




The Rise and I^l 
cfan 

Airterican Amv 


The Art 
of War 


Invasion 


★0620 $15.95 0539 $17.95 1396 $18.95 1453 $12.95 0968 $18.95 2360 $9. 


★0471 $13.95 1024 $15.95 1388 $18.95 1735 Spec. ed. 0794 $19.95 


$14.95 1743 $18.95 0901 $17.95 2261 $18.95 ★0752 Spec. ed. 


OCTOBER 


0596 $28.50 0992 $14.95 1040 $19.95 1032 $12.95 t1693 Spec. ed. 1685 $19.95 0240 $18.95 1750 $24.00 t4440 $12.95 2279 $18.95 
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• FREE when you join America’s #1 Military Book Qub 


INSIDE THE 
GREEN BERETS 

TlwHrslTfaiflyWini 


, iilSTOn i» 1HL 
RM\ SPECIAL raK>> 


STlFtiNEAMBROSE 


iQim 


THE us. 

ARHED 

FORCES 

SURVIVAL 

MANUAL 


PLUS ANY 3 MORE BOOKS FOR 98<t 
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Here’s how the Club Plan works: You'll get 3 books for only 98S plus shipping and handling and your FREE BOOK and FREE 
WWII MAPS—when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any application. However, once accepted, if you 
are not completely satisfied with your introductory books, return them within 10 days at our 
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UPDATE ART, INC. 
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19 X 25 Color Poster $5.00 
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Add shipping and handling $2.50 
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I WAS THERE 


Hot Nights, 
Hot Lead 

VIETNAM was hot, very hot, and a 
blue haze drifted foglike just above the 
ground. A pungent smell of cordite 
blew in the wind as shrapnel and bul¬ 
lets whizzed madly around like crazed 
hornets, the air snapping crisply as 
they passed close by. Battle was an 
electrifying mixture of fear and exhila¬ 
ration. 

Reddish-pink tracers arced fading 
trajectories into the heavy tree line — 
high-velocity neon bees sounding like 
a symphony of chain saws. Machine 
gun barrels warped from intense heat 
were replaced and fired again. Ejected 
brass shell casings lay smoking in the 
mud. Hot blood throbbed in your tem¬ 
ples. Hot days! Hot tempers! Hot 
nights! Hot adrenalin! Hot lead! The 
body adjusted to the infernal heat of 
battle, but the conscience would not 
accept the coldness in man’s heart. 
This was war. 

The choppers came swooping into 
the small dusty clearing of the base 
camp. Fading yellow sunlight glistened 
off their windshields as rotor wash 
churned the heavy elephant grass like 
great birds of prey. Bodies in neatly 
zippered industrial bags were stacked 
perpendicular to the aircraft, heads 
facing one open cargo door, feet the 
other. Dead Americans were placed in 
a pile like carefully stacked cordwood, 
bodies that bowed in the middle when 
carried. Fresh kills. Very professional 
and businesslike, the war was a 
machine of casualties. Disturbing was 
the way they were handled, irreverent 
and nonchalant, like an everyday 
chore. 

One sweltering night in 1967 the 
Viet Cong attacked the northeast wall 
of our base camp. Small-arms fire 
hissed wickedly overhead, and the air 
sang with incoming and outgoing 
rounds. A half-dozen mortars 
thumped brazenly across the interior of 
the camp as soldiers ran from their 
beds to reinforce the perimeter. A 
rocket screamed over the berm wall to 
land with a ground-shaking blast. 

To awaken under fire is extremely 
disorienting. Are you safe at home 


by William Stodgel 


Hot Tempers, 


dreaming of gunfire or are you in dan¬ 
ger and dreaming of home? Precious 
seconds race by. Which is reality? 

Our lieutenant must have awakened 
under these conditions: foggy-headed, 
blurry-eyed, and listening to the 
sounds of gunfire in disbelief. He was a 
25-year-old gung-ho officer with air¬ 
borne insignia sewn proudly on his 
uniform. Boyish brown hair and freck¬ 
led face offset his professional soldier 
manner, and when the troops were 
gone he quietly spoke of returning 
home. 

Jumping from bed, he threw on his 
armored flak jacket, donned his camo- 
covered steel pot, grabbed his M16 
and sprinted for the door. A recoilless 
rifle round came looping over the low 
protective berm making a direct hit 
Overkill! No arms. No legs. No head. 
Only the trunk remained. A 50-pound 
bag of potatoes. It was hot, man! It was 
hot as hell! 

Sinewy pieces of red meat were 
strewn haphazardly about the floor 
and walls. Shards of bone were driven 
into the horizontal wooden slats of the 
building. Man-made nails. Some were 
buried so deeply that pliers were 
needed to extract them. Transforma¬ 
tion of man to thing: a semi- 
rectangular slab of meat encircled by 
pools of bloody chum and slivered 
bone. It was chilling to the marrow. A 
gulp of liquid oxygen. How could such 
a hot place turn so cold? 

The heat of anger, the heat of battle, 
hot gun barrels, blue-tinged brass and 
heady cyanic smoke. Pumped-up 
blood raced madly through expanded 
veins. Breath came convulsively. 
Hearts pumped strongly. You were 
tenaciously alive. Bravery and fear 
seemed to methodically intermingle 
with dank nights of ebony terror. That 
was ’Nam. 

Though long behind us now, the 
heat of danger is easy to remember 
and cold reality impossible to absolve. 
Of one thing you can be certain, there 
will be other such battles. We have left 
the portal slightly larger for the narrow¬ 
shouldered beast. ^ 
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Tm WQE COMPANY 

RO. Bok 3^848, Phoenix, AZ 85064 

602-952-7659 


Mo(iel #108 


•Attn. Collectors & Sportsmen: Though legal in parts form, in certain 
areas the completion of these kits may violate certain laws. Please 
check your area before ordering or assembling, as compliance with 
any such law is the purchaser's responsiblity. 


PfMss SMp The Faffow/ng hems: 

ModetU _ ModelQty. _ 

Model Qty._ Model #__ Q^. __ 

Model #_ Qty._ Model #_ _:.. 

Add $1.60 Per Kit Shipping And Handling — Allow 10 Days Shipping 

□ Check or Money Order Enclosed Total $ . 
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Name . ". •-■'-1 ^- .i' - 

Address _ ' _ ' ' 

City _ State _ 2ip _i_ 

I certify that I am over 21 yaara of age. 

Signature _ Date_ 

Not available where prohibited by law. Inquire about special military and 
ppBoe waivers and discounts. 


The Edge Co., P.O. Box 32848-SF4, Phoenix, AZ 85064 

Before drdBring Call For Availability O O/CO 

Dealer Prices On Request t OOw 


Model #702 $29.95 

Black Front Opening 
Man Size Grip 8% " 

3 For $69.95 


8^ ’ 'Side Openirfg 
hlte, Hed or Black 

or $104.S|[5 

Model #817j I$39.9i5 ^ ^ 

(Edge Collector Series '- I 
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:3 For $104.95 ? t 

Model #860 $2^.95 

Front Opening ^ » 

Light Weight Heavy Duty 
ABS Resin Grip* 8 * 
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3 For $59.95 
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The Rise and Fall 
of an 

American Army 

U.S. Ground Forces in Vietnam, I965"i973 
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Shelby L. Stanton 



THE AK47 STORY: Evolution of 
the Kalashnikov Weapons. By Ed¬ 
ward Clinton Ezell. Stackpole 
Books, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1831, 
Harrisburg, PA 17105. 1986. 
$29.95. Review by Bill Guthrie. 

readers seem to buy a lot of 
TMs but few collectors’ coffee-table 
books. Why? Because most military 
men are more interested in how a 
weapon works and where it’s used 
than in memorizing tables of proof- 
marks. The AK47 Story is the perfect 
antidote to the glossy coffee-table 
book of Mauser 98 variants. Clinton 
Ezell’s latest work is clear, coherent, 
highly readable and it’s a gun book 
either a soldier or general reader would 
enjoy. 

Visibly well-organized, systematical¬ 
ly illustrated and written in lucid narra¬ 
tive, The AK47 Story is certainly a 
better read than the average formula 
mercenary novel. The central charac¬ 
ter is a wounded war hero who edu¬ 
cates himself to become the most in¬ 
fluential arms designer of the 20th cen¬ 
tury. His lineage is traced exhaustively, 
and his invention is described in mi¬ 
nute detail. All in all, it’s an impressive 
production. 

All kinds of data are available to 
satisfy the most serious weapons schol¬ 
ar or war historian, but the best feature 
of this small arms epic is Ezell’s writing. 
Those familiar with his Small Arms of 
the World will be pleasantly surprised 
by the flow, balance and vigor of 
Ezell’s expression in The AK47 
Story. This infusion of style, so un¬ 
usual in arms books, extends to Ezell’s 
discussion of technical subjects. The 
development and function of the 
Kalashnikov is related in narrative and 
argument, so the general reader can 
absorb an enormous amount of in¬ 
formation with little or no discomfort. 

For the reviewer, the major problem 
with The AK47 Story is the absence 
of nits to pick. It is clear, intelligent, 
balanced and not obtrusively argu¬ 
mentative. Honestly, over the years 
SOF has reviewed many technical 
books for the sole purpose of giving 
digested technical information to our 
average reader without the expense 
and inconvenience of purchasing and 
reading another reference work, but 
this review has another function entire¬ 
ly. We recommend this book highly for 
general readers and specialists alike. 
For military reading on a specific sub¬ 
ject The AK47 Story is unlikely to be 
matched in 1986. 


THE RISE AND FALL OF AN 
AMERICAN ARMY: U.S. Ground 
Forces in Vietnam, 1965-1973. By 
Shelby L. Stanton. Presidio Press, 


Dept. SOF, 31 Pamaron Way, 
Novato, CA 94947. 1985. 411 pp. 
$22.50. Review by Dale Andrade. 

^^RMIES have marched through 
Vietnam for centuries. They came 
from different parts of the world — 
China, Japan, France and the U.S. — 
but they all had one thing in common. 
All were defeated. 

Vietnam is a small country with a 
small population of technologically 
backward people. How could they de¬ 
feat such great armies? Without direct¬ 
ly addressing that issue many writers 
have sniped at the area around it hop¬ 
ing to find targets for blame. Perhaps a 
clear answer will give historians a bet¬ 
ter idea of why we lost. 

Shelby Stanton takes careful aim at 
the subject and scores a direct hit. A 
better account of the U.S. Army with 
all its foibles and fortes cannot be 
found in print today. The Rise and 
Fall of an American Army goes 
through each phase of the U.S. in¬ 
volvement in Vietnam — from the 
adviser days through the final with¬ 
drawal in 1973 — and analyzes both 


the performance of the U.S. military 
(for the information of you USMC 
fans, mostly Army) and the forces and 
tactics of the elusive enemy they were 
up against. 

Stanton is no stranger to the U.S. 
military in Vietnam. He is the author of 
Vietnam Order of Battle, the widely 
acclaimed volume that breaks down 
Army units into easily accessible tables, 
charts and historical sketches. His new 
book is equally easy to handle. 

Readers with a strong background in 
the Vietnam War will find The Rise 
and Fall of an American Army the 
perfect source book for facts on U.S. 
Army involvement in the war. Even if 
your knowledge of the war is cursory 
this book will fill in gaps. It follows a 
chronological line and sticks to the 
point: no confusing leaps and bounds 
here. 

More than 10 years have passed 
since the fall of Saigon, more than 
enough time to put out a Vietnam War 
book devoid of rationalization and 
moralization. Stanton has done it. 
Anyone looking for yet another 
volume to fill his Vietnam bookshelf 
should seriously consider this one. 
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The SOURCE 


SOLniEK OF FORTUNE 
ANNOUNCES 



X 


The MILITARY EXCHANGE 


The FORCE 


behind YOUR source for ALL military collectibles. 


BUY • SELL • TRADE 


MX has it all, including: 



• AIRCRAFT PLUS MUCH MORE! 


MX is the ONLY military enthusiast’s shopping guide you’ll ever need. Each month 
MX brings you hundreds of bargains you won’t want to pass up. Buying or selling, 
MX has it all and you can get it all at the 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
OF 1 YEAR FOR ONLY 


Just think, 12 wheeling and dealing issues of MX at a savings of 58% off the regular 
one-year single-copy price and 28% off the regular one-year subscription price. 

Don’t miss this special opportunity to subscribe to MX at this incredible savings. Use 
the order card opposite to start receiving each money-saving issue of MX — it’s 
your international source for all military collectibles. 
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M AG WALLET 

Ever ivondered where cops carry 
spare magazines for their undercover 
autos? Well, there are a couple of 
possibilities. They can stuff them into 
their waistband; not always a good 
idea unless you’re used to having 
them drop through your pant leg 
and clank onto the ground. Very 
embarrassing. Or they might use a 
mag holster on a belt Very 
conventional. How about something - 
new? 

Laramie Leather Works thinks 
they have the answer. Most people 
carry a wallet around in their back 
pocket, so why not make one that 
can hold a couple of autoloader 
magazines? It’s certainly a 
convenient way to carry them, but 
it’s not all that fast Any cop who 
has to quickly shove a new mag into 
his pistol during a tense situation 
may not be too happy when he tries 
to drag out his wallet for a fresh 
magazine. Maybe there’s a better 
use for it. 

Any cop on a potentially 
dangerous job might want to carry 
his standard magazine pouch on his 
belt and use the mag wallet for 
backup. That way he can have two 
more mags in case things get really 
nasty. 

One minor modification needed 
on this product is a thinner leather 
cover. With two magazines 
sandwiched between two thick slabs 
of leather you might think there’s an 
egg in your back pocket. But that 
may prove a minor consideration 
vyhen all you want is extra firepower. 

The mag wallet comfortably holds 
two .45 auto or 9mm single-column 
magazines side by side and goes for 
around $23. Contact Donn Sneddon 
at Laramie Leather Works, Dept. 

SOF, 1354 N. 18th St, Laramie, 

WY 82070. Phone: (307) 745-9639. 


ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTE 




Rappelling rig 

One of the biggest problems with 
current rappelling harnesses is that 
they’re uncomfortable. They either 
cut into your legs or waist — 
whichever you prefer. Many outdoor 
outfits have tried to wrestle with the 
problem, but most end up getting 
pinned. 

There’s a new product put out by 
a company called The Gendarme. 
They’ve taken the hassle out of 
climbing into a rappelling harness 
and adjusting it to fit comfortably. 
One size fits all, it’s almost 
impossible to put it on wrong and 
the standard of workmanship is high. 
But because they have come up 
with a one-size-fits-all unit, some 
problems arise. 

While it can be adjusted to fit well 
while rappelling or walking, it won’t 
work for both. If the harness is 
adjusted for comfort while dangling 
from a rope it will be loose in the leg 
loops while strolling around on the 
ground. The reverse is also true. 
Because the leg loops and waist belt 
are made from the same long piece 


of material there is no adequate way 
tq prevent one of the two from 
cinching up. 

Since the only thing that holds the 
entire contraption together is a 
buckle, it makes sense that it should 
be strong. This one is, but it’s too 
small. The buckle is of the double 
pass variety and manipulating the 
web strap through the little buckle is 
both slow and cumbersome — two 
undesirable characteristics in a 
military or police situation. 

All of these problems are little 
more than nitpicking, but they do 
need some attention if The 
Gendarme intends to go after the 
law enforcement market. For the 
civilian this harness is more than 
adequate; indeed, there are guide 
services already employing this 
adjustable harness because it is 
cheap, simple, safe and one size 
really does fit all. And at $32 it’s 
competitively priced. For more 
information write: The Gendarme, 
Dept, SOF, P.O. Box 53, Seneca 
Rocks, WV 26884. Phone: (304) 
567-2600. ^ 
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New have Id go Id exl^^ 

to get 45 ACP poy\er in agunlhis small 




Until recently, if you wanted to trim inches off a 45, you had to go to a custom gunsmith. 
Now there’s an easier way. 

Colt offers you three 45 ACP’s that measure 1 Va inches less in overall length and 

Vs' less in height. The new stainless steel Officer’s ACP. 

The aluminum alloy Lightweight Officer’s ACP. And the matte 
blue steel Officer’s ACP. 

All with hard hitting 45 ACP power. All with a three dot 
sighting system for low light conditions. All smaller than a. 
Standard 45. And all with the strength of forging. 

34 ounces. If you want 45 ACP power 

The Lightweight Officers ACP, 24 ounces. yOU don’t haVe tO gO tO extremes 

anymore. Your Colt dealer has the Officer’s ACP line— 
the only compact 45 ACP pistols in major production today. 2^ 


Hartford, CT 06101 


Be a safe shooter—never chamber a round until you are ready to shoot. 

Always read and follow the instruction manuals which accompany each firearm. 

Ask your area’s Law Enforcement agency about gun ownership and personal defense laws. 
Free instruction manuals and Colt catalogs are also available from the factory on request. 


Actual size 


The new 
Colt Stainless Steel 
Officer’s ACP 







COMBAT 
WEAPONCRAFT 

by Jack Thompson 

Blending with the Bush 


^^TOPPING abmptly in his tracks, 
the point man signaled “danger” to 
the patrol behind him. Everyone froze. 
The lieutenant sent security out on the 
flanks and, like green ghosts, the patrol 
moved off the trail and around the 
danger area. 

The point man’s caution paid off. A 
few enemy assault rifles barked from 
the bush, but the patrol’s return fire 
quickly suppressed the hastily reorgan¬ 
ized ambush. The enemy melted back 
into the jungle. 

Why did the ambush fail? Why did 
the point man catch on to what was in 
store for his patrol? Simple. He saw 
something that was out of place with 
the surroundings. Something had 
moved or presented a shape that was 
unusual. The point man may not be 
able to say exactly what caught his 
attention — he just knew that all was 
not right. 

Modem infantry war is fought in the 
shadows. No longer do foot soldiers 
clash in massed formations, rolling 
over huge chunks of the countryside. 
Now it’s small-unit warfare designed 
along a lightning-quick strike capability 
where stealth and concealment are the 
key to a successful mission. 

Soldiers camouflage themselves in 
order to defeat enemy observation. 
When you’re sneaking up on an 
enemy, staying undetected is more 
than half the battle. Then again, you 
need to see through the enemy’s 
camouflage. See him without being 
seen. Kill him without being killed. So 
how do soldiers become part of the 
landscape and avoid detection? By re¬ 
membering the six things that are dead 
giveaways in the bush — Shape, 
Shine, Shadow, Silhouette, Spacing 
and Movement. 

Observation is one of the basic skills 
taught to soldiers; sergeants pound it 
into their heads day after day. Since I 
can’t be there to pound it into your 
head, I’ll try to do it on paper. Let’s 
take it from the top. 

Shape. One reason soldiers show up 
when they’re hiding has to do with 
their distinctive shape. Heads and 
shoulders, not to mention packs and 
web gear, are not found in nature. 
Break them up by sticking branches or 
camouflaged strips of cloth into hel¬ 
mets, LBE shoulder straps and pack 
straps. 

Shine. Brasso is fine for the parade 
field, but Mother Nature has never 
heard of it. Keep it out of the bush. 
Shiny objects reflect light and nothing 
is easier to spot than something that 
looks like a signal mirror flashing out 
Morse code. The Army issues black 
belt buckles and the like, but that is 
often not enough. Metal needs to be 
dull, even if it’s black, and that often 
means repainting. In Africa, we used to 



Careful camouflage breaks up the 
human shape, making It harder to 
spot In the bush. Photo; DOD 


“paint things old” to keep them from 
shining in the field. It doesn’t take 
much time to repaint your buckles. 

Shadow. Concealed objects can 
sometimes be seen because they cast a 
shadow. An enemy behind a bush can 
be seen if the light is directly behind 
him. One of the best ways to prevent 
throwing a shadow is by staying low to 
the ground. 

Silhouette. You would think that 
only an idiot would present the enemy 
with a silhouette to shoot at, but it hap- 


CONFIDENT IN 
COMBAT 

Few people are better qualified 
to write Combat Weaponcraftihan ’ 
Jack Thompson. He has been 
around weapons and warfare most. 
of his adult life and his e)<pcrience in 
„ dealing with them has spanned the 
globe. Thompson served in the 
USMC in Vietnam, fought terrs in 
Rhodesia with both the SAS and 
■ the Selous Scouts, trained troopers 
! in Central America and provided 
bodyguard services for diplomatic 
personnel : > 


pens all the time. The most common 
form of silhouette occurs when some¬ 
one stands on a ridgeline or the top of a 
hill. Don’t do that. Always avoid the 
topographic crest of a hill and, once 
again, stay low. 

Spacing. On the surface it may not 
appear to be so, but man has a tenden¬ 
cy to space things evenly. Nature, on 
the other hand, does not. Staggered 
columns of troops moving in the field 
will often fool an observer’s eye, but 
it’s not an easy trick to master. After a 
few miles of staggered patrolling, sol¬ 
diers just seem to drift back into an 
evenly spaced sequence. 

Understanding man’s proclivity for 
order can also be used to your advan¬ 
tage if you’re the observer. I remember 
watching a column of guerrillas and 
noticing gaps at uneven intervals in 
their ranks. These guys can’t be that 
well-trained, I remember thinking to 
myself. I looked closer. Sure enough, 
each of those gaps was filled by a par¬ 
ticularly well-camouflaged guerrilla. 
My knowledge of concealment had 
prevented me from underestimating 
what we were up against. 

Movement. I always save the best 
for last. Movement is without question 
the main reason soldiers are spotted. 
No matter how good your camouflage 
is, it won’t do any good if you move 
around. If you’re on an ambush and 
you start to squirm after a few hours, 
the enemy will probably spot you. 
People move, trees and bushes don’t, 
and if your camouflage is meant to 
look like a tree, then act like one. 

Tactical decisions on the lower level 
are often made on the spur of the mo¬ 
ment by officers using data from intelli¬ 
gence sources that have reported 
enemy movement. That’s the key. If 
an enemy has been spotted, it’s no 
great feat to outfox him ... as long as 
you have remained unseen, that is. 
That’s no great revelation — the 
enemy knows it and will do his damn¬ 
dest to avoid being seen. So do your 
best to know and understand camou¬ 
flage and the nature of concealment, 
and you will succeed in seeing your 
enemy and still avoid being seen by 
him. ^ 
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TOP-FLIGHT GUN “PRO’S” TELL YOU WHAT TO DO, 
HOW TO DO IT, GUIDE YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY. 
You'll see how to take apart and repair almost 
every well-known rifle, shotgun, pistol and auto¬ 
matic. We take the mystery out of ballistics. Show 
you how to smooth up actions, fit and repair 
stocks, rechoke shotguns, customize handguns. 
Includes bedding techniques, stock inletting, fit¬ 
ting drop and pitch. Learn what the experts know 
about reloading. Special section on black powder 
guns. How to buy and sell guns for profit. 

As a “Gun Pro” trainee at North American WE SHOW 
YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS 
LICENSE If you qualify otherwise, you may obtain 
a Federal License to buy and sell guns, ammuni¬ 
tion and accessories without inventory ...while you 
are still a student at North American. This means 
you can begin making extra cash almost immedi¬ 
ately—ordering guns for others on a cost-plus 
basis. It also helps you get started toward a 
business of your own...if that is what you want 
after you graduate. 

- Everything Explained in Easy-To-Under- 

m stand Language so Even a Beginner Can 

Follow Explanations Include photos, 
diagrams, drawings and charts. We send 
3ll the tools you need so you actually 
learn by doing as you follow the lessons. 
You receive catalogs, bargain bulletins, re- 
quirements for Federal Firearms License. 

Special Tools and Equipment Included 

You get precision gauges, fine gunsmith’s 
screwdrivers, honing stones, checkering 
tools, plus much, much more. 

—^ FIRST FOLD HERE 


MAKE MONEY! HAVE FUN TOO! Start Right 
Now! No Previous Experience Necessary 


IN YOUR FIRST LESSON we reveal a 
secret of ballistics that can increase your 
hunting accuracy so dramaticaiiy...ALL 
YOUR FRIENDS WILL BEG YOU TO SHOW 

THEM HOW TO DO IT! The men you shoot 

with will scarcely believe their eyes when they 

witness your sensationally improved shooting ac- 

curacy. (You may even have trouble believing it 

yourself!) It seems like a miracle—yet, It’s part of 

your training on the way to becoming a gun pro. 

The way you do it is the simple application of 

revealing new information concerning ballistics 

that is explained with a simple, easy>to-understand 

chart that accompanies your 

first lesson. And this is just 

one example of the dozens o I 

inside tips and gun secrets 

that will be revealed to you 

as you progress through 

this exciting course. ^ 

GUNS ARE BIG BUSI- " 

NESS. Gun repair, cus- ■ . 

tom ammo-making, sporter- . L I 

izing, custom stocking, i 

sales—all are profit oppor- M 

tunities for the expert. Now, y 
at home In spare time, you i 
can learn the basics you 
need to become that cKperl. 

We do not know how many ^ 

of our graduates Ma ya ■ 

started their ow|b».gu^ 

shops, but we have laMars 

on file from some who have. 

And we'll send you Itw 
suits survey 
showing employ‘_ 
ment of 

our graduates. 

FIRST FOLD HERE ^^BBB 


Start Your 
Own Home 
Business 


NO POSTAGE NECESSARY 
when you mail this ENTIRE 
Postage-Paid ad 


To Mail—Fold Ad in the following manner: 

1. Remove entire page— 3. Fold page again, on 
tear or cut on dotted line 2nd fold lines 
to left 4. Tape or glue the 3 

2. Fold page In half on open sides and drop 
1st fold lines In the mail box today, 




Covers everything you ever wanted to know 
about guns. Gives you the start you need to 
go into your own business or apply for a 
good job. ^ 


CUSTOMIZING [ i RE-LOADING 


CUSTOM AMMO | [ CUN REPAIR 


^rilWQfllCQ i TROUBLE-SHOOTING | 

^ and MUCH, MUCH MORE 

> MEAN PROFITS FOR REPAIRMEN 
5 There are more than 20 million hunters plus ( 

uj more millions of target shooters, gun collectors and 
owners in the U.S. d«ol rj 


Address 


City/State/Zip 
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I^^VERYONE’S heard of the tanto. 
With all the attention it’s been receiv¬ 
ing lately that’s no surprise. True con¬ 
noisseurs already know it from the 
Japanese blade tradition, but new¬ 
comers to knives and knifemaking may 
only be familiar with the proliferation 
of recent commercial copies that have 
become available. The tanto has 
Oriental mystique and tradition going 
for it, and in some quarters it is highly 
touted as an excellent all-around fight¬ 
ing and survival blade. Let’s look at this 
knife from the standpoint of its origins 
and its application and check out the 
design for its strengths and weakness¬ 
es, and how it stacks up as a fighting 
knife. 

The study and understanding of 
Japanese edged weapons is a field that 
is wide, broad and deep, and few 
Americans look below the surface. We 
tend to see what we want to see, and 
when commercial opportunity beck¬ 
ons, profit motive often gets in the way 
of serious scholarship. Today’s tanto 
craze is a case in point. 

Japanese edged artifacts come in a 
wide variety of shapes and sizes. The 
social fabric of Japanese culture is 
woven in an incredibly complex man¬ 
ner, replete with all kinds of badges 
and symbols of rank, honor and in¬ 
formation. The blades of Japan were in 
large part indicators of rank and cir¬ 
cumstance, and while Japanese edged 
weapons are generally well-thought- 
out and effective, not all Japanese 
blades are considered as edged 
weapons by the Japanese. 

In the strictest sense, a tanto is a 
Japanese dagger with a guard and has 
a blade between 11 and 16 inches 
long. It has all the fittings and mount¬ 
ings of a sword and is carried constant¬ 
ly. Unlike the sword, it is not left at the 
door of the host’s dwelling when visit¬ 
ing. A fighting man left his sword or 
swords at the door to show his respect 
for his host, but carried his tanto as a 
badge of rank and not as a weapon. 
Older men, past their prime and with 
their fighting days behind them, car¬ 
ried a blade called an aikuchi. It is iden¬ 
tical in size and shape to the tanto, but 
does not have a guard, and it is some¬ 
times used for ceremonial suicide in 
the form of hara-kiri or seppuku. 

Another Japanese knife bears men¬ 
tioning at this time. Called the 
kwaiken, it has a single- or double- 
edged blade from 3 to 6 inches in 
length. Resembling the aikuchi in 
form, this knife is carried by women 
and it is used for ceremonial suicide by 
cutting the veins in the left side of the 
neck. 

These are only three of the many 
different knives in the Japanese cul¬ 
ture, but they are indicative of the high 
degree of specialization in the blades of 



BATTLE 

BLADES 

by Bill Bagwell 


Japanese Knife Stands 


Texas Test 



Lynn Thompson’s product is the 
cream of the tanto crop and one of 
the best factory-made knives in the 
world. 

the Japanese. Consider that all of these 
knives are badges of social standing, 
for no peasant carried knives such as 
these. Consider also that two, the 
aikuchi and the kwaiken, were in¬ 
tended as instruments of suicide as 
their primary purpose. The tanto was 
carried as a badge of rank as a matter 
of course, but in the event that the 
owner of a tanto disgraced himself, the 
tanto was often the blade used for bis 
ritual disembowelment. 

A study of Japanese blades and 
blade lengths reveals that, except for 
some shuriken and the kozuka, or 
throwing dagger, no blade is deemed 
suitable for use as a weapon by the 
male unless it is a minimum of 9 inches 
in length. The shortest Japanese edged 
weapon cataloged by George Camer¬ 
on Stone’s Glossary of the Construc¬ 
tion, Decoration and Use of Arms and 
Armor is the yori toshi, a blade from 9 


to 12 inches in length that is used for 
penetrating armor. The tanto and 
aikuchi traditionally have blades a 
minimum of 11 inches in length by 
Japanese definition. Only the kwaiken 
has a blade of 6 inches or less in length, 
and the Japanese consider it a ritual 
blade for women. 

The Japanese invented the tanto, 
and they don’t consider it to be a front¬ 
line edged weapon. 1 wholeheartedly 
agree with this. When you consider 
that the commercial versions sold in 
the U.S. have blades that are 6 inches 
or slightly less in length and do not 
have guards that dismount in the man¬ 
ner of traditional tsuba, you have to 
accept the fact that Americans are not 
buying a tanto in any traditional sense 
of the term. What is being sold as a 
weapon on the American market is, by 
the traditional Japanese definition, an 
amalgamation of a ritual suicide knife 
to be used by women {short blade) and 
by old, retired men (no tsuba). Other 
nations in the world have laughed at us 
for far less and I’m sure that this 
semantic indiscretion has caused plen¬ 
ty of amusement in the Far East 

All this aside, how does this Amer¬ 
icanized tanto stack up as a blade for 
combat or survival? To find out, SOF 
contacted several importers and/or 
manufacturers of the commercial ver¬ 
sions of this knife. Only Lynn Thomp¬ 
son of Cold Steel Inc. sent samples for 
the round of tests which included eval¬ 
uations of cutting, edge holding, stress 
and shock. Cold Steel provided two of 
their tantos for testing, and another 
was obtained from a private source. 

The market version of the tanto with 
its 6-inch blade length gives away too 
much reach in a knife fight. With its 
single cutting edge, the tanto has no 
cutting capability on the backstroke 
and the high point placement makes its 
stabbing capability less than it could 
be. The blade is also too short to en¬ 
able one to generate real chopping 
power which is needed if you are build¬ 
ing a brush shelter in a survival situa¬ 
tion, or to split the skull of man or 

Continued on page 103 
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KiUJFNAN’S SPIUNG 841^ 



THue “Boonie Hats" ^ ■ Cartridge Holder Hat Band 

are tha real thing!! (except Dessert Camo) 

Choose between; 

3 Leaf pattern camouflage, Gl ripstop; 100% cotton as used in 
Vietnam. Genuine Gl .,..SI 4.00/each. 

□ Woodland Pattern camo, amiy’s latest issue; 50% cotton/50% 

nylon Genuine Gl ....SI 2.25/each. 

□ Desert camouflage; just issued to the U.S. Rapid Deployment i 

Forces. 50% coUon/50% nylon; Genuine Gi.S12.25/each. 

□ Olive Drab (OD) Green; 100% cotton Gl ripstop as used in early 

Vietnam. Genuine Gl ...... ... .. ,. .S14.00/each. 

The following jungle hats are our finest quality commercially made 
copies at $7.00/each. Select: □ Leaf Camouflage Pattern 

c/ 7 \. n Tiger Stripe Camouflage Pattern 

Specify size. S(7). M(7V4): q qiIvb Drab Green (OD) 
L(7V4);XL(7?«i). □ Black 


□ US Navy Style Commander’s a 
Cap with‘Scrambled 

This cap features a mesh back v 

and fully adiustable headband 3 

to fit all heads comfortably. )> 

Choose: Navy Blue or / j 



□ Black Commando 
Dog Tag Set - 

(A Kaufman'S Exclusive): 2 Gl stainless 
tags, specially treated to be non glare flat black plus 2 
black (4” and 24”} ball chains . . ’ .. .$5.00/set. 

□ Regulation Gl Dog Tags 

set of 2 Painless steel tags and 2 

stainless chains (4” and 24”). ... W.OO/set. 

Want us to print them? WE'LL PRINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 15 
spaces per line. 

n Printing.only SI .00 per tag ($2.00 per set). 

W PLEASE, NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE. 


This is a high intesity strobe beacon which 
penetrates rain and fog and is visible for 
distances up to 15 miles. Standard pilot 
survival gear, this light is about the size of 
a pack of cigarettes {V' x 2" ‘ x 4 V 2 ”) yet 
it puts out a dazzling white flash (250.000 
lumens) 50 times per minute for up to 9 hours. 
The unit is waterproof and shocl^oof. Sold 
complete with case and 1 battery . $39.5Q/each. 

Replacement Batteries for Strobe Light 
. $9.95/Bach. 


□ Angle Head Rashlite 




Battle Dress Uniforms 

i Adjustable Waist Tab 


□ Gl USMC Fatigue Hat-y 

Specify: Woodland Camo or Olive Drab / 
(OD) Green. S.M.L.XL S5.00/each. / 


■ 6 Pockets 
(Thigh Pockets 
Are Bellowed) 


■ 4 Large V 
Bellow ^ 
Style PocketsN 


This Is the heavy duty olive ' 
drab plastic flashlight issued to all military units. 

The flashlight is waterproof, non-glare and features 4 
different tenses which can be easily installed or 
removed. It can clip onto the belt or suspender 
for hands free operation: operates on 2 
n s^^ndard D cell batteries and comes 

;l complete with a spare bulb. Brand 

// ^ \ / 

W. 

r j (^\\ Green or Black . .. 

a\ \ SB-SO/oach; 

\ 2 for $12.25. 



— BINOCULARS 





I Reinforced Knee' 


All In-Stock Items 1 
Shipped Within 24 Hours. I 

SATISFACTION \ ■Dawstring 
GUARANTEED \ 

ORDER TOLL FREE 
1 - 800 - 545-0933 

9 to 7 Mountain Time 


E— ATHLETIC CAMOUFUGE —^ 


□ Camouflage T-Shirts - 

50% cotton/50% polyester. Choose from: 

G Green Leaf Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Bftiwn Leaf Crew (Round) Neck f'mfTM 
G Tiger Stripe Crew (Bound) Neck (K ^ 

□ Desert Pattern Crew (Round) Neck 

□ Green Leal V-Neck YT 

Specify Size: S, M, L, XL ... .$7.00/each; t 

or any 3 shirts for $18.00. \ 


□Jogging Shorts* i 

50% cotton/50% potye^er g. 

Sizes are from S to XL. M 

Tell us your waist size [y 

when ordering .., .$6.50/6ach. 

y Woodland Camouflage Pattern 
Desert Camouflage Pattern 
□ Olive Drab (OD) Green K.C- 


X 




vssssssun 


^ ^1 


IMU Ten us your chest, height, \ 

**1^ and waist measurements \ j 

j\ \ when ordering. Choose from: Xt/c^ x 

.4^. □ Woodland Pattern Camouflage - 
, t^j 50% cotton/50% nylon. Army's latest 

issue: Brand New, /aJ/TV/ 

W Specify: Jacket or Pants.$30.00/each; 'X 

..$57.50/set. 

□ Hot Weather, 100% Cotton Ripstop Woodland 
Camouflage Pattern - latest issue to all US services 
'ry for hot weather use. Regular lengths only. 

-y specify: Jacket or Pants.SSO.OO/each; $57.50/sat. 

/n Day Desert Pattern Camouflage - 50% cotton/50% nylon. Latest 
' issue to Airborne Troops of the R^id Development Force. Brand New. 
Specify; Jacket or Pants .. . .$3Q.DQ/each; $57.5D/set. 

□ OHve Orab (00) Green - 100% cotton, ripstop: as used In early Viet¬ 
nam. Current Gl manufacture. Brand New. 

Specify: Jacket or Pants. .$30.00/8ach; $57.50/set. 

□ Solid Black - a favorite of SWAT teams, these fatigues were manufac¬ 
tured in the US by a government contractor to military specs. 50% cot* 
(on/50% nylon. Regular lengths only (no longs). 

Specify: Jacket or Pants.$32.00/Bach; $61.50/set. 

□ Tiger Stripe Pattern Camouflage - Commercial Manufacture - these 
are made by a US Government contractor to military specs. The tiger 
stripe pattern is true. Regular lengths only (no longs). 

Specify: Jacket or Pants.$32.00/each; $61.5Q/set. 

□ Urban Camouflage Pattern - 50% cotton/50% polyester, made to 
gov't specs, the pattern Is identical to the Gl woodland but the colors are 
black, grays and white. Regular lengths only. 

Spocify: Jacket or Pants...$32.00/each; $61.50/set. 


1 ^ Reinforced 
fr? Shows 



I Adjustable Cuffs 


CALL FOR 
DISCOUNT PRICES 


KAUFMAN’S EXCLUSIVE 


□ERte Commando T-Shirts- 











RECON 




SHIPPING 




Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with each 
order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, insurance 
and handlirig. 

Orders up to $10.00 $3 00 

Ordersfrom $10.01 to 20.00 3.75 

Orders from $20.01 to 35.00 4 50 , 

Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 5.25 ^ 

Orders from $50.01 to 70.00 6,25 

Ordersfrom $70.01 to 90.00 7.25 

Orders over $90.00' . 8.00 

Canadian Onlers-Send Double Amount Indicated. 


2 color silkscreen (never a rubbery iron-on) on finest quali^ shirts 
you'll be ground of. Another Kaufman’s Exclusive: 

□Special Forces-grey shirt. (50% cotton/507o polyester) black and 
white design. 

□Airborne/Ranger-biack shirt (1007o cotton) red and white desigrr. 
□Marine Recon-red shin (I007o cotton) gold and white design. 
Specify size {S,M,L,XL) . .. $7.95/each 


POLL FREE 
» 45-0933 

9 to 7 Mountain Time 


} ARMY& NAVY GOODS 

^We’re America’s Army & Navy Store!! 

^ (505) 293-2300 

Dept. A-3041660 Eubank NE Albuquerque, NM 87112 


: The Cheapest!! But Then, We’re Not Trying To Be. 

i years the Kaufman name has been respected for offering the finest in genuine 
military goods and insignia. Our committment to first rate service is legendary. Our service 
policy means; 

• Alt in stock items are shipped no later than the next business day regardless of whether 
you pay by check, money order, credit card or C.O.D, (There is a C.O.D. fee of $4.00 in ad¬ 
dition to the regular shipping). 

• Toll free telephone lines direct to our Customer Service Department. WeTI not only be glad 


to take your orders (every firm with an 8001 number will do that) but we’H also be happy to 
answer your questions Whether youVe calling to ask about our merchandise or the status 
of an order you placed, we guarantee friendly, courteous service. 

No.' we re not the cheapest But you get what you.paylbr II you order the cheapest you 
may wait a longitime for delivery of something|^u may ultimately be unhappy with It‘you 
order Kaufman's you'lll see why top quality merchandise and^'firsl rate service,(with a 
Customer Service Deparlm^nl always Milabie) will squeeze! the most value out lol i every 

dollar you spend. Call To! Free 1 •800-545-0933 








































TThE submachine gun reached its 
zenith during World War 11. Although 
there has been no lack of good and 
bad designs since then, it has never 
again seen such widespread use on the 
battlefield. The United States did not 
produce a submachine gun worthy of 
the contemporary Allied or Axis com¬ 
petition. While the Germans blazed 
away with the legendary MP40 and the 
Brits and Russians fought back with 
Stens and PPSh-41s, we started the 
fracas with a submachine gUn made 
famous by A1 Capone, Heavy, expen¬ 
sive and fabricated almost entirely 
frorn intricate milled forgings, the 
Thompson was a thing of beauty, but 
simply .could not be produced in the 
required quantities. . 

the design of its eventual replace¬ 
ment was directed by Colonel Rene 
Studler, Ordnance Department, U.S. 
Army, Chief of the Small Arms De¬ 
velopment Branch, Technical Staff. 
Studler was later to gain fame — in¬ 
famy in some minds—by jamming the 
7.62x51mm cartridge down NATO’s 
collective throat and forcing the M14 
on the Pentagon, which came within a 
cross hair of adopting the superior FN 
FAL. 

Studler initiated a T&E program at 
Aberdeen Proving Ground in Febru¬ 
ary 1941, which included more than 
20 foreign and domestic submachine 
guns. The most promising proved to 
be a gun designed by George J. Hyde 
and developed by the Inland Division 
of General Motors Corporation and 
Frederick W, Sampson, GMC’s chief 
erigineer. A contract for the wooden- 
stocked, Hyde-Inland design of the M2 
caliber .45 ACP submachine gun was 
awarded to Marlin Firearms Company 
on 18 April 1942. Marlin had trouble 
with their subcontractors and the M2 
was never produced in quantity. It was 
declared obsolescent 14 months later. 
Development by the Guide Lamp Di¬ 
vision of General Motors of a simpli¬ 
fied, all-metal version of the Hyde de¬ 
sign — the T15 — had continued This 
weapon was redesignated the T20 
when the requirement for a selector 
was eliminated. Thus, on 24 Decem¬ 
ber 1942, the T20 or M3 submachine 
gun was adopted. It was the first U.S.- 
rhade submachine gun to be manufac¬ 
tured by means of extensive sheet- 
metal stamping and forming, proce¬ 
dures in which Guide Lamp was highly 
experienced. The M3 was first issued 
to U.S. troops in the fall of 1943. 

Quickly dubbed the “greasegun” or 
“cake decorator” by troops accus¬ 
tomed to the Thompson’s classic 
appearance, the M3 fires from the 
open-bolt position. With a loaded 
magazine in place and the gun cocked, 
pulling the trigger will release the bolt, 



FULL AUTO 

by Peter G. Kokalis 


Greasegun Greased 



The M3 Greasegun got its start in 
WWII and enjoyed wide usage after 
the war. But is it really any good? 

which is driven forward by two com¬ 
pressed recoil springs. The bolt face 
engages the base of the top cartridge in 
the magazine and strips it forward into 
the chamber. At the moment the 
round is completely chambered, the 
extractor snaps over the case rim and 
the fixed firing pin, which is milled into 
the bolt face, strikes the primer. The 
heavy bolt body holds the case in the 
chamber until the bullet has left the 
barrel and pressures have dropped to a 
safe level. Pushing back against the 
bolt face after the empty case has over¬ 
come the bolt’s inertia, it drives the bolt 
rearward. The empty case is ejected 
and the operating springs are com¬ 
pressed once more to propel the bolt 
forward again, unless the trigger is re¬ 
leased and the sear catches the bolt. All 
very conventional. But the means by 
which some of this was accomplished 
was considerably more complicated. 

While tubular in configuration, the 
receiver is comprised of two stamped 
sheet-metal halves that include the pis¬ 
tol grip, magazine well and trigger 
housing, all welded together. A barrel 
bushing with right-hand threads is 
welded to the front of the receiver. A 
bent, flat spring made of sheet metal 
with a serrated end has been riveted to 
the front of the magazine well. It bears 
against serrations on the barrel collar to 


prevent the barrel from unscrewing. 
The ejection port is capped by a hinged 
cover riveted to the left half of the 
receiver. It carries a sheet-metal safety 
stud which engages the bolt when the 
cover is closed. If the cover is closed 
with the bolt forward, the gun cannot 
be cocked. If the bolt is retracted, the 
safety stud forces it back off the sear, 
locking the bolt and deactivating the 
trigger and sear. Thus the cover must 
be swung open before the M3 can be 
fired. Sounds great. But you must 
manually pivot the cover before you 
fire. And if you don’t swing it complete¬ 
ly out of the way, or it gets brushed 
back down slightly, the bolt will re¬ 
ciprocate, but an empty shell case can 
hit the cover and fly back down inside 
the receiver. You’ll be sorry if that hap¬ 
pens in the real world. 

A flimsy wire stock rides in sheet- 
metal guides punch-welded to the re¬ 
ceiver side plates. Its spring-loaded 
catch often is difficult to depress, espe¬ 
cially under stress, and the stock itself 
usually fights against extension. 

A massive bolt, a cylinder almost five 
inches long, contributes significantly to 
the M3’s total weight of almost nine 
pounds empty. The extractor is held in 
place by a cross pin staked to the bolt 
body. Two longitudinal holes are 
drilled through the bolt body to accept 
the twin guide rods. The recoil springs 
ride on the guide rods behind the bolt. 
The guide rods are permanently fixed 
to a steel plate at the rear. There is no 
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CAUTION! 


This man can be 
dangerous to your 
health! 



Who as well as what 
yOu don’t know can 
hurt yoii! 


Just how do you go about 
protecting yourself? 

Send $25. for our 1986 Security 
Products Catalog, an encyclo¬ 
pedia of state-of-the-art elec¬ 
tronics products and systems 
that can really protect your 
privacy! Included at no extra 
charge: the latest report entitled 
“The Business of Spying.” This 
information can save you 
money, aggravation and even 
your life. 

Sherwood Communications 
2789 Philmont Ave., Suite 108SF 
Huntingdon Valley Pa. 19006 
Phone (215) 357-9065 


buffer. The guide rods protrude 
through the front on the bolt body and 
pass through a steel bolt cover plate 
with nubs that mate with keyways cut 
into the receiver’s barrel bushing. The 
complete bolt assembly is 'held 
together by a steel spring clip. This 
retaining clip and front cover plate 
would not have been required if the 
guide rod holes did not pass complete¬ 
ly through the bolt body. 

A slot cut on the bottom of the bolt 
permits the ejector to pass freely 
through the bolt face and also allows 
movement of one of the MS’s most 
peculiar features. A sheet-metal hous¬ 
ing in front of the trigger housing con¬ 
tains not only the ejector, which is rivet¬ 
ed in place, but also a 12-component 
retracting lever assembly. Located on 
the right side of the receiver, when the 
retracting handle is rolled rearward it 
rotates the spring-loaded retracting lev¬ 
er. Connected to the retracting lever by 
an axis pin, the retracting handle 
pushes a hinged pawl — also spring- 
loaded —against the end of the bottom 
bolt slot, drawing the bolt back to its 
cocked position. Too many parts here. 
All too often the retracting handle sepa¬ 
rates from this convoluted assembly. 

The MS’s sights were not designed 
with Camp Perry in mind. The fixed, 
unprotected front sight is integral with 
the receiver stamping. Early rear sights 
were simply L-shaped pieces of sheet 
metal welded to the receiver. In Febru¬ 
ary 1944, the rear sight was reinforced 
by an enlarged stamping with strength¬ 
ening webs folded to the sides. The 
peephole on my specimen is quite vis¬ 
ibly offset to the right. These sights are 
supposedly set for 100 yards. But 
don’t bet your life on it. 

The four-groove barrel has a right; 
handed twist and is eight inches long. 
With the stock retracted, the overall 
length of the M3 is a compact 22.8 
inches. Extending the stock adds 
another seven inches. 

There is no selector and the M3 fires 
only on full auto. But the cyclic rate is 
only 350-450 rpm. Even a child can 
tap off single rounds. No other mass- 
produced submachine gun has such a 
low cyclic rate. Nothing wrong with 
that. 

Patterned somewhat after that of the 
Sten gun, the M3’s trigger mechanism 
is quite simple. As the trigger is pivoted 
on the trigger pin when pulled, the top 
rotates forward. The trigger bar then 
moves forward as ‘well. It’s connected 
to the bottom of the sear block; so the 
sear simultaneously rotates down out 
of engagement with the bolt’s bent. 
When the trigger is released, the spring 
between the trigger and the trigger bar 
contracts, pulling the trigger forward. It 
also pulls the trigger bar back and the 
sear up to hold the bolt to the rear. It is 
this trigger spring that imparts the 


unique and very spongy feel to the 
M3’s trigger system. 

The magazine well is not flared and 
magazines must be inserted with care. 
The magazine catch button is un¬ 
guarded and if inadvertently struck will 
dump the magazine on the ground. 

Most of the M3’s defects soon be¬ 
came apparent and in December 1944 
a revised version, known as the M3A1, 
was adopted. The cornplicated retract¬ 
ing lever assembly was eliminated. The 
ejection port was enlarged and a finger 
hole was drilled into the bolt so it could 
be retracted by inserting a finger and 
pulling the bolt rearward. Somewhat 
better, but still awkward, especially 
when wearing gloves. The ejector slot 
cut on the bottom of the bolt was ex¬ 
tended full length so the bolt assembly 
could be removed without first remov¬ 
ing the ejector housing. The barrel col¬ 
lar was cut to allow the wire stock to be 
used as a disassembly tool. A bracket 
was also added to the wire stock to act 
as a magazine loader and one of the 
stock ends drilled for use as a cleaning 
rod. A shield was added to the maga¬ 
zine catch release to prevent accidental 
loss of the magazine. The barrel ratchet 
was redesigned and some other small 
changes were made to the bolt and 
ejector. An oiler was added to the pistol 
grip. Its stylus also serves as a tool to 
remove the extractor pin. As a result, 
production costs were cut and its 
weight reduced by almost a pound. 

But the M3’s most glaring deficiency 
was not addressed. With the exception 
of the Thompson and Beretta 38/42, 
almost all of the submachine guns 
fielded during World War II, such as the 
MP40 and the Sten, used single¬ 
position-feed magazines. Thus, stop¬ 
pages were frequent The 30-round M3 
magazines, patterned after the MP40 
magazine, were the worst of a bad lot. 
Inland eventually designed a transpar¬ 
ent, tenite dust cap which fits tightly 
over the open end of the magazine. 
Too tightly. Do not try to remove it with 
your finger unless you don’t mind los¬ 
ing a fingernail. It rnust be struck firmly 
against the open edge of the ejection 
port. Even when finally in place, the M3 
magazine remains only marginal in re¬ 
liability in a battlefield environment. A 
magazine loader, independent of the 
wire stock, also was issued So-called 
“CIA pouches,” which hold three 
magazines and a loader, still can be 
found at local gun shows. Their size 
allows them to accommodate maga¬ 
zines from various SMGs. But I doubt 
the CIA was involved in either their 
design or distribution. 

The M3/M3A1 series uses the .30 
cal. Ml Carbine sling. A cone-type 
flash hider, developed after World War 
U and called the T34, can be attached 

Continued on page 102 
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, MIR FORCE VETS. ..Sign up for the adventure of a lifetime with 
* ; SDGcial Veterans Fycursion<i 
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Special Veterans Excursions 
ISRAELI AIR FO^CE TOUR ’86 
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Soar above the Holy Land and experience: 

• Flights over Jerusalem and the West Bank Territories 

• Tour the renowned Israel Air Defense Industries 

• Examine captured Soviet MIGs and air defense equipment 

• Critique the air battles over Lebanon and the Sinai with 
Israeli Air Force Veterans 

• Relive the famous Middle East dogfights with today’s most 
experienced fighter pilots 



me Spaejai Vaterana Exqpraions^ in cooperation with the laraeli Veterans Association, is pleased to announi 
^ israeitAir Force veterans' tour^ available ONLY to military vets. . ^ 

l%i'^efsraeif Air Force Tour Is scheduled for June *8$. The 10<laydeluxepackage, including alt and 
afijc^mmddatlpns and most meals is priced at an unbelievably low $1,759. For more information^ fnpi 
'' ipaivmda^by^ay itinerary, send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to: Special Veterans ExcuridonSf ^ 
i'Sulte tai^OF, Chicago, IL 60657. ^ 

*|r^ciMf8 for information must be received by March 31,1986. Registration deposits must be received fy^rii 
v.Xo^^appi/catkm is conditional upon a security cleamnee to be conducted by the Israel/ govemnmnt. ^ Z! 











































SOP KNIVES 


l-S Gerber’s New 

Combat Blade 

by Greg Walker 



TOP: Gerber’s newest addition to the Mark 
1 and Mark 11 family of quality combat 
blades: the BMF (Big Military Fighter). 


ABOVE: The Gerber BMF model with 
sawteeth. Included are compass, black 
ballistic sheath and diamond hone. 

B lame it on Rambo. If it wasn’t for the 
latest in movie mania we wouldn’t be 
stuck with all the cheap survival knives that 
have flooded the market. They are no more 
than media-hyped market pieces — poorly 
designed, cheaply produced and highly 
overpriced junk. Sure, you can have your 
Rambo-inspired blade, but if you want a 
reliable, all-purpose blade skip the over¬ 
weighted and gadget-laden hollow-handled 
sawteeth survival knives. Here’s something 


better. 

Gerber Legendary Blades has developed 
the big brother to their already famous Mark 
II combat knife, the Gerber BMF (Big 
Military Fighter), The BMF may presage 
the demise of the hollow-handle as both a 
viable combat blade and a utility knife. Ger¬ 
ber has brought the trend full circle with the 
BMF, and at an affordable price. 

The Gerber Fighter started out several 
months ago as a design lark of the research 
and development crew at Gerber headquar¬ 
ters in Portland, Oregon. The initial design 
of the introduction model was immediately 
impressive, the design and materials ensur¬ 
ing that the knife will stand up for both 
self-defense and tough utility tasks. In its 
preproduction stage some obvious changes 
needed to be made before the knife could 
perform in its chosen role. 

Both John McCrea, marketing services 
manager, and I felt that the BMF needed to 
follow in the tradition of Bo Randall’s No. 1 
Fighter which was designed as a soldier’s 
knife — one that would not only perform in 
combat, but would endure the many uses 
and abuses that the grunt unavoidably found 
for it. 

What is obvious to those who follow 
edged weapon developments is that there is 
no practical purpose in having fully combat- 
style knives for the civilian market. They 
are meant for killing and are not designed to 
perform camp chores, nor are they ideal as a 
utility blade. 

On the other hand, the utility blade is 
built for such heavy tasks as cutting wood, 
gutting deer and chopping small trees. Util¬ 
ity blades can be used in personal combat 
situations, but they are not designed for 
such. 

The Gerber BMF was designed for se¬ 
rious combat use while at the same time 
having the attributes and innovations that 
would serve not only military buyers but the 
civilian who was unsure of other offerings 
on the already glutted market. 

The Gerber BMF’s blade is 440A steel 
with a Rockwell rating of Rc54-55. This is 
not overly hard and allows the blade to be 
easily sharpened when necessary. It is 8 
inches in length — an acceptable length for 
a combat knife. The point of the blade is not 
so long as to be unwieldy, yet not so short as 
to defeat its ability to penetrate clothing and 
equipment. 

With a 1 VzAnch width and a thickness of 
.250 inches it is strong enough to survive the 


extremes of usage commonly encountered 
in the field. The blade is bowie-shaped and 
will be offered without a sawtooth edge. 
Sawteeth can be special ordered. I see no 
use for sawteeth on a knife, especially on a 
combat blade, but that’s personal prefer¬ 
ence. Teeth catch when entering and/or 
withdrawing from flesh and can cause the 
owner to lose control of his knife and lose 
the fight. Sawteeth require too much energy 
to employ, but they do sell knives. 

The handle of the BMF is a Gerber in¬ 
novation and unique to this class of fighter. 
It is formed from DuPont Hypalon which 
ensures a firm grip regardless of climatic 
conditions and provides a squeezable 
cushion for the hand during use. Chopping 
and hacking pose no problem with the BMF 
as the Hypalon absorbs the hardest strokes 
given, saving the palm from abrasion and 
minor cuts caused by checkering or layer¬ 
ing. The Hypalon handle may become 
smooth and slippery with extremely hard 
use, but a simple rough-up with fine sand¬ 
paper will solve that problem. 

The black contoured handle is 4!4 inches 
in length, 1 Vs inches in width and 1 inches 
thick. The guard and butt cap are stainless 
steel with a non-reflective finish. There is 
more than enough handle to hold on to for 
even the largest hand. And it’s comfortable. 

The overall length of the knife is 1314 
inches with a weight of 15 ounces. In its 
black cordura cloth sheath the knife weighs 
in at 1 pound, 12 ounces. Again, weight is 
an important factor to the man who has to 
carry his load on his back or harness. 

Gerber steers away from such mercenary 
and armchair commando images, such as 
blacking the blade, which so many other 
knife makers cultivate in order to sell their 
wares. Gerber elects to remain with the non- 
reflective bead-blasted finish. The BMF is a 
serious knife meant for serious folks. 

The BMF comes with a small compass in 
the sheath as well as a diamond hone 
attached to the reverse side of the sheath. It 
will soon be available as the No. 05910 
BMF with sawteeth or the No. 05920 with¬ 
out sawteeth, priced at about $150. Pro¬ 
jected release date is late November ’86. 
Contact Gerber Legendary Blades, Dept. 
SOF, 14200 Southwest 72nd Ave., Port¬ 
land, OR 97223. 

Does BMF really stand for what Gerber 
says? Only John McCrea knows for sure. 
But 1 think it’s without a doubt the baddest 
SOB on the market to date. 5^ 
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STOP MUGOINO AND DUGGING 


VOICE STRESS 
ANALYZER MODEl 22 

Find out who’s lying. It’s as simple as 
turning on the Voice Stress Analyzer 
Model 22. This invaluable tool can 
be applied in business and personal 
affairs and can easily travel wherever 
you go. $1,950.00 


80LNIER OF FORTUNE 


This miniature handheld Bug Buster 
detects sneaky hidden bugs that can 
invade your privacy. You’ve got 
nothing to hide? Your competitors 
may think differently. $395.00 


MUGGER STOPPER 


DRIEFCASE RECORDER 
ELECTRONIC MEMORY 

Carry this ordinary leather briefcase 
anywhere. Flip down the handle and 
it automatically begins recprding 
without being opened. The Electronic 
Memory gives you three incredible 
hours of crystal clear recording and 
can be carried inconspicuously 
everywhere. $449.00 


SECURE TEXTEL 
POCKET ENCRYPTION 
COMMUNICATOR 

Wherever you are, type up to five 
pages on this incredible palm-sized 
keyboard. Your message can be 
instantly transmitted over the tele¬ 
phone anywhere in the world. Encryp¬ 
tion feature assures that the silent 
message cannot be intercepted by 
eavesdroppers. This is the private 
communications system of the 
future... today! $ f ,500.00 each 


EAVESDROPPER 

DETECTOR 

Telephone wiretaps are impossible to 
locate visually. Let the Eavesdropper 
Detector do it for you 24 hours a day. 
It automatically records the wiretap¬ 
per and both sides of your conversa¬ 
tion for irrefutable proof. $499.00 


Flash this at an oncoming attacker. 
The sudden burst of light will stop 
him and give you time to escape. 
This non harmful, non lethal protec¬ 
tion system can save your life. Not 
only for women, but for home 
owners, city dwellers, and business 
people traveling to ’’unfriendly” 
neighborhoods. $89.95 


DULLET PROOF 
SPORTS JACKET 

It looks like an ordinary suit jacket. 
But it stops up to a 9mm weapon. 
Lightweight enough to wear all 
day...yet strong enough to save a 
life. (Specify small, medium or large) 
$399.00 


To order fill in the coupon below. 
Money orders or credit cards only. 
Add $4.50 for postage and handling. 


special prices good on|y when 
accompanied by this ad. 
Effective throng May 31, 1986. 


rcCS COUNTER SPY SHOP 


633 Third Ave., New York, NY 10017 


Name_ 

Address^ 


Phone_ 

ltem($ )_ 

I Money Order 

I 1 Major Credit Card. Number, Exp. Date- 


Copyright CCS 1985 I 



















ABOVE: Lenin referred to people like these 
as useful idiots” for doing the dirty work 
of communist propagandists. Photo: Cord 
McGwire 

RIGHT: On a positive note, demonstrators 
generated a modest amount of free publicity 
for the magazine. Photo: Cord McGwire 

BELOW: One member of the Halloweenish 
street menagerie that showed up at SOF. 
Many demonstrators apparently did not 
have the courage of their own convictions 
and, apparently worried about being 
photographed, hid behind masks. Photo: 
Cord McGwire 
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SOF BULLSHIT 


TERROR 

IN BOULDER: ^, 

Peace marchers rally 

against SOF and carry a 

coffin to protest our involvement 

in Central America, but the staff didn’t 

really care and Bob Brown went back to sleep... 

by James L. Pate 


J ANE Fonda’s Workout. That’s what 
they needed. Because somewhere near 
the Anatomy Asylum in Boulder, Colo., the 
loons lugging that damned coffin started 
chuffing. They were dutifully relieved by 
some other misguided but well-meaning 
marchers in their five-mile, ragtag proces¬ 
sion down Arapahoe Avenue to Soldier of 
Fortune offices. Watching, I suddenly real¬ 
ized what Lenin meant by “useful idiots.’’ 

. “Maybe they’re just trying to get in 
snape,’’ observed SOF Executive Editor 
Bill Guthrie. A Denver newspaper had 
called to ask why such groups as Witness for 
Peace, the Committee in Solidarity with the 
People of El Salvador, the Peace Action 
Network and the local Community in Ac¬ 
tion were marching against SOF. 

Pizza delivery. That was our one big wor¬ 
ry. And it was high priority, close-hold in- 
tel. Letting out info like that could disrupt 
the entire editorial process. And these peo¬ 
ple were obviously desperate. They would 
do anything. Then Guthrie had a rare mental 
lapse with the reporter. “It might make it 
harder to get our pizza delivery,’’ he was 
later quoted. 

“They’ll be taking us seriously when we 
get there,’’ vowed one marcher. “We’re 
planning on having a funeral service out 
front’’ to honor Nicaragua’s Sandinista sol¬ 
diers, El Salvador’s Marxist guerrillas and 


civilians sympathetic to those causes, killed 
in Central American fighting. 

“I’ll be very touched,’’ replied Guthrie 
when he heard the sad news. “I’ll be sure to 
wear my veil.’’ 

So here they came, marching down Arap¬ 
ahoe Avenue, which rolls out of Boulder 
Canyon and eastward through the overhang¬ 
ing maple boughs like some asphalt time 
tunnel. And located on Boulder’s opposite 
fringe at the other end of Arapahoe — right 
around the comer from the Celestial Sea¬ 
sonings Herbal Tea company — is Soldier 
of Fortune. In between are a Califomicated, 
time-warped smorgasbord of services 
guaranteed to choreograph your life-style 
situations: the Holy Karmic Oneness Re¬ 
treat, the Center for Holistic Dispute Reso¬ 
lution, and the Naropa Institute, academic 
game refuge for the 1950s poet Alan Gins- 
burg. Local classifieds offer European wax¬ 
ing by Lisa, Buddhism and Feminism, 
Eagles and Energy, Stress Busters, Person¬ 
alized Body Therapeutics Massage Center 
and, oh yes, “we do data sheets.’’ Wel¬ 
come to the Land of Nirvanic Nod. 

Guthrie tried to minimize the danger of 
120 of Boulder’s hardcore peace creeps 
marching on what in their myopic delusion 
they imagined to be Boulder’s own Death 
Star, publishing headquarters of the Dark 
Forces and its spiritual leader, Robert K. 


“Darth Vader’’ Brown. But I had seen this 
Halloweenish street menagerie of scmffy, 
(many) unwashed and (still) largely unem¬ 
ployed 1960s throwbacks. Where had these 
people been all these years? I looked around 
for Rod Serling, hoping for any explanation 
to the high weirdness unfolding in the Prom¬ 
ised Land for the Yuppie’s Hip Trip to the 
Used Lotus Lot of Fruits and Nuts. There 
was none and I shuddered. 

The only seriously considered response 
to the march on SOF was going to be to 
dress the editors in “conspicuously con¬ 
servative business suits,’’ as one newspaper 
later noted our attire, and have them rappel 
out of a helicopter hovering over the office 
as the marchers arrived and TV cameras 
rolled. Dan Rather would be on our LZ for 
sure. But the Boulder PD said no such thing 
was allowed in the city limits. Might upset 
the zoning karma. Besides, so serious a 
response would have been ungenerous to 
our home town. 

“One of the good things we have done for 
Boulder by failing to respond to any of this 
is that we are preventing Boulder from 
being seen as any sillier place than it already 
is,’’ Guthrie told the reporter. 

Then it got serious. The column of bald¬ 
ing longhairs and matrons wearing home- 
spun which was popular on urban college 
campuses when they were young shuffled 
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QUIT PICKIN’ ON 
BOULDER 

The demonstrators' press reception 
wasn*t what they would have liked. 
Although a politicized Boulder press 
was sympathetic^ the conventional daily 
news organs of the rest of conservative 
Colorado had ^ field day with Boulder's 
self appointed office as arbiter of U,S. 
foreign policy and universal morality. 
One of the best cKamples of this humor¬ 
ous hue and cry was The Denver Post’s 
jibe at Colorado's woikd-be commune. 

—The Editors 
Evety statej^to& to^^ek one city as a 
butt of regionalhurnor* New Yorkers tell 
Brooklyn gags^ Texans aim “Aggie” 
barbs at College Station and Colorado 
loves to laugh at Boulder, 

Boulder lawyer and University of 
Colorado Regent Peter Dietze com¬ 
plained recently that the city “is getting 
the image of being an eccentric, arrogant 
and frivolous connmunity.” 

Eccentric? Why would anyone think 
that of a city that refused to let its mayor 
go id New Orleans to pick up a presti¬ 


gious civic award, but promotes travel to 
a “sister dty” in pro-Soviet Nicaragua? 
Viewed from behind the Brie Curtain, 
Louisiana’s failure to ratify the Equal 
Rights Amendment was simply more 
offensive than Daniel Ortega’s ban on 
freedom of speech, press and religion. 

But,conservative barbs about “The 
People’s Republic of Boulder” gloss 
over the right’s own .growing presence 
beneath the Flatirons [rock formations 
above Boulder]. While Boulder’s aging 
liberal establishment carried the city for 
Mondale in the 1984 elections, student 
voters gave the CU campus precincts to 
Reagan. 

Boulder is also the home of Soldier of 
Fortune magazine, which is a major con¬ 
duit for private aid to the anti-Sandinista 
rebels in Nicaragua. Publisher Bob 
Brown is a master at fanning liberal out¬ 
rage into publicity — and cash — for 
anti-communist causes. 

So quit pickin’ on Boulder, You don’t 
have to be a left-wing crazy to live 
happily there. It’s enough just to be 
crazy/*';.;; 

^ Mttdrid:reprinted by permission of 
The Denver Post 


LEFT: Misguided but well-meaning citizens 
like these mass like lemmings. Photo: Dale 
Andrade 

BELOW LEFT: Marching on what in their 
myopic delusion they imagined to be 
Boulder’s own Death Star, two marchers do 
a Jane Fonda workout on their way to stage 
a funeral at SOF. “ril be very touched,” 
said Executive Editor Bill Guthrie. “I’ll be 
sure to wear my veil.” Photo: Dale Andrade 


into the parking lot under the bored gaze of 
the Boulder Police — they’d seen this be¬ 
fore. It was time for us to act. We woke 
Brown up from his afternoon nap. He 
yawned when we told him what was going 
on, muttered some unprintable deprecation, 
rolled over on the couch and went back to 
his dreams of a free Nicaragua. 

In its wisdom the Boulder City Council 
had recognized its solemn responsibility to 
bring “peace” to Central America. Accord¬ 
ingly, it had allied itself with the Sandinista 
government as a “sister city” of Jalapa, 
Nicaragua. As a matter of fact, Boulder has 
two sister cities. The other is in the Soviet 
Union. Boulder City Council also graced us 
with the presence of two of its members 
among the left-wing fossils assembled at 
our door. 

This all came to a head (albeit an empty 
one) in the city elections. Question Three on 
November’s Boulder City Ballot proposed: 

‘ ‘Shall the citizens of Boulder call for cessa¬ 
tion of private assistance to the ‘contras’ of 
Nicaragua and the Salvadoran military?” It 
became locally known as “the Soldier of 
Fortune initiative.” 

It might be our admitted ideological bias, 
but the wording of the question sounded 
suspiciously like Boulderites were implicit¬ 
ly promoting Marxism in Central America, 
not peace. At least that’s the inference of the 
specifically worded measure. But it wasn’t 
the only far-fetched ballot question. 

Question Two proposed making Boulder 
a nuclear-free zone. Although the nuclear 
bomb trigger factory at Rocky Flats is only 
10 miles away, no doubt Boulder’s com¬ 
rades on the Politburo would take Question 
Two into consideration when assigning 
primary U.S. nuclear target designations. 
Like most of the measures on the city ballot, 
neither of these questions carried any 
weight of law. 

But supporters of the initiative waged a 
vigorous propaganda campaign and Ques¬ 
tion Three passed. Comintern pawns in 
Boulder won with 55 percent of the votes 
cast. Boulder’s registered voters were 
obviously mesmerized by the importance of 
this election. Almost one in four went to the 
polls. 

By the way, the march on SOF ended up 
being an anticlimax to all the hoopla gener¬ 
ated in the left-leaning Boulder press. One 
marcher made death threats against two 
magazine staffers. “The next time I see you 
it’ll be in the sights of my AK,” the Witness 
for Peace marcher promised them before 

Continued on page 99 
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DON’TiBECOME A VICTIM... 
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SELF-DEFENSE 


- men, women and chiltkeii ■" 
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• INYEST IN YOUR PERSONAL SAFETY 

At last, an easy-to-leam, easy-to-use self-study program designed for everyone - 
—regardless of strength or physical prowess! . -i - 

"I’ •;{'':$■ 11.1:fi *■■ -iS. 'ii- _ .§| I f #|, 

...Trained in combat, hand to hand..Even before Staff Sergeant Bany Sadler, United States Army 
Special Forces, wrote those words in his famous ‘ ‘Ballad of the Green Berets’ ^ twenty years ago, Sadler had - 
already been an avid student of the martial arts for ten arduous years. Sadler’s thirty years of martia/arts ^ ^ 
experience, including black belts in three disciplines and scores of ‘ ‘hands-on’! encounters around the world, n 
have been selectively distilled to produce this.unique, proven self-study system of self-defense. ^ 

• THE ONLY ONE YOU’LL EVER NEED ’ * " j ^ 

Sadler’s complete self-study couree is containedjOn one video cassette, including: f > i 

• 17 easy-to-leam lessons . . . ■ ^ v T: > 

• Special forces exercise workout segment designed to keep you flghting trim 

• Specific defense techniques against guns, knives, clnbs, chains and oflier improvised weapons 

• Nothinn more to buy! , i ^ f . S 5 ,.5, . 

• LEARNiTHOME '''t' —' -S *..% 'i'*- 

: 2 s;. ?■ . ■ ■ . . . -v -tr >3: - 

Available exclusively ftom Soldier of FoitunCr the Sadler System of Seif-Defense is a quality, color video 
program featuring step-by-steF lessons)'an introduction by SOF’s Colonel RoBert K. Brown, and lesson 
demonstration and narration by the Green Beret Balladeer Black Belt himself ^ Barry Sadler. 

• HOW TO ORDER ' f 


invest in your own well-being. 'f > 
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Saudi Arabian paratrooper at international 
military parachute event in Switzerland. 
Photo: Adrian Bohlen 


SOF MIDDLE EAST 

ISLAMIC 

SPECIAL 

FORCES 

Just How Special Are They? 

by Leroy Thompson 


T he Middle East is a flashpoint on the 
keg of dynamite we call world politics. 
Its strategic location and oil reserves — 
critical to both East and West — coupled 
with the crusading nature of the Islamic 
faith and the volatile nature of Islamic socie¬ 
ty make it a war just waiting to explode. 

And if the balloon goes up and Uncle Sam 
becomes committed to the fray? Just what 
sort of modem Islamic warrior will our 
forces confront or aid? 

Despite a faith which encourages military 
virtues and great individual courage, the 
average Islamic soldier is simply below par 
in military performance. As with most 
countries, however, Islamic nations have a 
hard core of professional soldiers assigned 
to their elite special mission units — men 
who will be on the cutting edge of any 
military confrontation. Since these men are 
the most likely adversaries — or allies — of 
U.S. forces sent to fight in the Middle East, 
it’s vital that we take a critical look at their 
special operations capabilities. 

Iran and Iraq top the list since they are 
actively engaged in a war, and their elite 
troops have had the most recent combat 
experience. Under the Shah, Iran’s U.S.- 
trained special forces were considered com¬ 
petent, many officers having attended the 
Special Warfare Center at Fort Bragg. More 
than 1,000 Iranian special forces troops had 
also gained experience fighting alongside 
the SAS in Oman during 1972-74. But be¬ 
cause of their loyalty to the Shah, a large 
number of veteran special forces NCOs and 
officers have been purged and many others 
have been wasted on suicide missions. Re¬ 
cent reports claim, however, that some raids 
on Iraqi oil facilities have been carried out 


by what’s left of the Iranian special forces. 

There seem to be few other Iranian spe¬ 
cial ops units left due to Iran’s war of attri¬ 
tion with Iraq and internal purges. Despite 
claims to the contrary, the Islamic Guards 
(Pasdaran) are not really elite troops except 
in a religious sense. Under the Shah, there 
were also ranger and mountain ranger units, 
remnants of which have been used to battle 
the Kurds. 

One elite unit known to have been in 
existence as late as 1982 was the 55th Para¬ 
chute Regiment at Shiraz. The Paras, 


An Egyptian paratrooper checks out his 
fellow soldiers before a Jump. Photo 
Adrian Bohlen 



however, were decimated when thrown in 
as regular infantiy against the Iraqi offen¬ 
sive in th^ fall of 1982. 

On the other side, Iraq’s special mission 
capability rests with two special 
forces/commando brigades. Like Iran, Iraq 
has without doubt seen its special operations 
capability eroded by war losses. Unlike 
Iran, Iraq has lost men to combat action, and 
internal strife and purges haven’t touched 
experienced NCO and officer ranks so vital 
to special operations. Between the two, Iraq 
has an edge in special warfare capability. 


Moroccan para-commando sporting readily 
identifiable green beret. Photo: Adrian 
Bohlen 
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Occasional reports claim that a few West¬ 
ern mercenaries have worked with the Iraqi 
special forces although there’s been no hard 
confirmation. There have also been reports 
of Iraq using parachutists against Iranian 
targets, these troops probably members of 
their special forces/commandos. 

Iraq’s western neighbor, Syria, boasts 
some of the best special mission troops in 
the Middle East, because of continuing 
combat experience in Lebanon. Syria’s first 
paratroop unit was formed in 1958. Since 
then it has evolved into an airborne brigade 
and a commando brigade. 

Syria’s commandos have proven effec¬ 
tive and are respected by the Israelis. Within 
the commando brigade are commando 
battalions, known as fugs, and each fug can 
be identified by a different colored backing 
to the death’s head commando badge they 
wear. Fugs in turn are divided into three 
companies, heavily armed by light infantry 
standards with HOT (Haut subsonique op- 
tiquement teleguide tire d’un tube) and 
MILAN (missile d’infanterie leger antichar) 
anti-tank missiles, Soviet-made RPG rocket 
launchers, and a variety of heavy and 
medium machine guns. 

During the Yom Kippur War, Syrian 
commandos fought fiercely against Israeli 
paras in the Golan Heights. They later en¬ 
hanced their reputation during the Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon in 1982 when they 
carried out effective ambushes against 
Israeli armored columns in the Bekaa Val¬ 
ley. Commandos have also been active in 
the Shouf Mountains. Israelis, who should 
know, rate the commandos as tough, moti¬ 
vated, and willing to fight to the death rather 
than surrender. Members of the PLO and 
other Middle Eastern elite units have also 
gone through the Syrian commando course. 

Lebanon’s continuing political disarray 
has thoroughly disrupted its own armed 
forces. Strictly speaking, Lebanon’s mili¬ 
tary are not Islamic but a mixture of Mos¬ 
lems and Christians. Still, that country’s 
theoretical special mission capability 
should be discussed in light of a past and 
continuing U.S. interest in the area. 

In the 1970s, the Gardiens du Cedre 
•(Guard of the Cedar) was an elite Christian 
unit. Later, the army’s tactical strike force, 
trained by U.S. Special Forces, was formed 
as a company-sized commando/anti-terror- 
ist unit. Currently, the Moukafaha forms the 
Lebanese anti-terrorist/ranger unit. U.S. 
Special Forces advisers continue to work 
with Lebanese special ops troops in a train¬ 
ing and advisory role. 

Within the Moslem militias there are 
usually a few men who have received guer¬ 
rilla or other special training although mili¬ 
tia “elite” troops are of questionable quali¬ 
ty. Within the PLO there have been special 
operations troops including combat swim¬ 
mers and HALO-trained parachutists. Often 
these have been Fedayeen specially trained 
to infiltrate Israel. 

Of the more aggressive Islamic states, 
Libya is one of those most likely to come 
into direct conflict with U.S. combat forces. 


On paper, Libya’s special operations capa¬ 
bility appears impressive, but in practice the 
reverse is true. 

Libya’s original paratroops were trained 
in Egypt in 1971, but by the mid-70s an 
indigenous jump school had been estab¬ 
lished at Ukba bin Nafi (formerly Wheelus 
AFB). Egypt, Syria, Taiwan and various 
Warsaw Pact countries have provided para¬ 
chute or other instructors at various times to 
Libya. Battalions of the brigade are normal¬ 
ly stationed at Ukba bin Nafi, Benghazi, 
Gamal Abdul Nasser AFB, and A1 Kufra. 

One para-commando battalion, identifi¬ 
able by its blue beret, serves as Colonel 
Khadaffi’s personal bodyguard. Combat 
swimmer units also exist and are stationed at 
Benghazi harbor, Dernah, Tobruk and 
Buraygah. Though Libyan para- 
commandos have been used operationally in 
Egypt, Chad, Uganda and elsewhere, their 
showing has not been outstanding. Ed Wil¬ 
son and some of the ex-U.S. Special Forces 
men hired by him reportedly were attempt¬ 
ing to upgrade the Libyan para- 
commandos. There is certainly little doubt 
that Khadaff would like to have a highly 
trained and professional unit capable of 
spearheading his quest for power. 

Like Syria, Egypt impressed many people 
with its special ops capabilities during the 
Yom Kippur War. Egypt’s commandos, 
which may number up to 20 battalions 
assigned to five commando groups, come 
under a joint special forces command; the 
170th Parachute Brigade falls under air land¬ 
ing headquarters. Egypt’s best special mission 
unit, equivalent to the U.S. “Delta Force,” is 
Unit 111 which handles anti-terrorist and other 
sensitive clandestine missions. 

Although they were used in earlier ac¬ 
tions against the Israelis, Egyptian para- 
commandos really came into their own dur¬ 
ing the Yom Kippur War. At the beginning 
of that conflict, the 140th and 182nd Para¬ 
chute Brigades and the 127th, 129th and 
133rd Commando Groups were poised for 
action with other commando groups stand¬ 
ing by in reserve. Commandos, including 
combat swimmers, spearheaded the cross¬ 
ing of the Suez Canel while others were 
lifted by helicopter into the Sinai to disrupt 
Israeli communications. 

Since the improvement in relations with 
Israel, the emphasis on Egyptian para- 
commando operations has been shifted to 
deal with an external threat from Libya, 
During the Bright Star ’82 joint maneuvers, 
10 Egyptian paras jumped with members of 
the U.S. 82nd Airborne Division, while 
other Egyptians have worked with U.S. 
Special Forces teams both at Fort Bragg and 
in Egypt. 

Among the United States’ staunchest 
allies in the area are Jordan, Oman and 
Saudi Arabia — all of which have good 
special operations capabilities. Since the 
United States has been emphasizing Jor¬ 
dan’s role as a key ally. King Hussein’s 
three special forces battalions may assume 
even greater importance. 

Hand-picked from Bedouins loyal to the 



Iraqi commando. The Iran/Iraq war of 
attrition is decimating special operations 
units on both sides. 


king, Jordanian special forces troops first 
complete a nine-week ranger course and 
then a three-week jump school. Additional 
SF training emphasizes guerrilla and coun¬ 
terguerrilla training, sabotage and recon¬ 
naissance. 

The Special Forces Brigade, possibly to 
be expanded to two brigades if a suggestion 
by the Pentagon is followed, is based 17 
kilometers (10 miles) east of Zarqa. In¬ 
cluded within its strength is the 101st Spe¬ 
cial Forces Battalion which has been trained 
by the SAS and which acts as the Jordanian 
anti-terrorist unit. Each SF battalion is com¬ 
prised of three companies, each with three 
platoons. In a few situations the special 
forces have been used for internal security 
duties such as the Black September actions 
in September 1970 against the PLO. 

On the other end of the Arabian peninsu¬ 
la, Oman’s special forces comprise the best 
special operations troops in the Middle 
East. Contract officers and NCOs from the 
British army, former members of the 
Rhodesian SAS, Selous Scouts and RLI, 
and personnel from a few other Western 
forces have contributed much toward this 
success. The 400-man Sultan of Oman’s 
special forces unit is modeled on the British 
SAS, from which most of its officers are 
drawn, and is trained for LRRP (long range 
reconnaissance patrol) and small boat op¬ 
erations, raids and rescues. 

Enlisted personnel are primarily hill 
tribesmen from Dhofar Province, and com¬ 
bined with the excellent contract officers 
make the royal-purple-bereted Sultan’s spe¬ 
cial force a true elite — even by Western 
standards. Other Omani elite units include a 
parachute squadron at Rustaq and a small 

OVERLEAF: map of Middle East. 
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Shoulder insignia, breast tape and beret 
badge of Tunisian Groupement des > 


Lebanese special ops unit insignia. 


Libyan wings — imported by former CIA 
operative Ed Wilson* 


ALGIERS 


SYRIA 


TUNISIA 


miRUT / 
^fOAMASCUS 


MEDITERRANEAN SEA 




TRIPOLI 


JORDAN 


CAIRO 


ALGERIA 


LIBYA 


EGYPT 






'=isi;;A'..y 






KHARTOUM 




SUDAN 


Egyptian para wings, 4th class has no stars, 

:|st'has:'tlifee« ^ ^ -v ■fffxp^sm 


Algerian Para officer. Photo: Adrian Bohlen 
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JardanSuh forcxs 4iillc«r. Photo: 
Adrian Bnhlcn 


Syrian commando badges. DifTerent color 
backgrounds designate difTerent fugs. 


[ragi para (upper right) and LasLruCtOr 
wings Hov^er left). 


Old-style Saudi Arabian para wings 


Member of Iranian special forces 
demonstrates RPG-7. 


Omani para wings. Upper right wings are 
for Sultan’s special forces; note SAS 
influence. 
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Syrian para wings. 
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SOF VIETNAM 


HIGH-TECH 
WAR IN 
VIETNAM 


Circuit Boards 
Couldn’t Sniff 
the Enemy 

Text & Photos by Howard Sochurek 



I T was an unusual war. 

Men sweated and died 
In vine-choked jungles 
and sweltering rice 
paddles fighting an 
enemy who adhered to a 
classic guerrilla war 
strategy. But there was 
another side to the war, 
a side that heralded the 
coming of a new age In 
warfare. Could this new 
technology have ever 
made a difference in the 
outcome of the Vietnam 
War? 

The battlefields have 
long been silent and we 
are still assessing the 


This flexwing precision 
glider can drop 500 lbs. of 
supplies to remote areas. 
Ground troops can 
directly guide it down by 
radio. Dropped from a 
transport plane, the 
flexwing locks onto a 
command beacon sent by 
a small radio in the target 
area. At an altitude of 
30,000 feet the glider has 
enough lift to be brought 
down anywhere in a 
36-mile area. 


results of our efforts and 
a haunting question in 
this era of “Star Wars” 
remains: Why didn’t our 
superiority in technology 
and weapons blunt the 
communists’ charge to 
take over Indochina? 

The answer lies in two 
facts. First, the weapons 
themselves often had 
limitations in usage, and 
second, weapons 
themselves are not the 
decisive factor in winning 
a war. 

Dr. John Foster, once 
in charge of research at 
Livermore Labs in 
California and later 
director of research and 
engineering in the 
Department of Defense, 
once told the House 
Armed Services 
Committee, “It is clear, 
especially from our 
experience in Vietnam, 
that we have only 
fragmentary 
understanding of the 
causes and 

consequences of limited 
wars. Military hardware 
and tactics, no matter 
how ingenious and 
effective, cannot provide 
a long-term answer to 
the problems we face.” 

Advances in aerial 
bombing quickly catch 
the public eye, but such 
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sophisticated weaponry 
rarely does everything 
for which it is designed. 
Even so-called “smart 
bombs” find target 
selection and exact 
discrimination extremely 
difficult so the inflated 
claim of increased 
bombing precision is 
open to question. 

“We can bomb a little 
better in all kinds of 
weather,” a Rand 
consultant told me, “but 
there has been no 
substantial increase in 
bombing accuracy since 
World War II.” It is still a 
man who must make the 
critical decision in the 
final analysis. 

“When you see that 
SAM coming at you,” a 
Vietnam War pilot with 
over 100 missions under 
his belt told me, “you 
don't think of anything 
except dumping your 
bomb load and getting 
the hell out of there.” So 
much for smart bombs. 

Another great 
technical innovation of 
the Vietnam War was 
the night-vision devices 
that electronically 
magnify the level of 
existing light as much as 
100,000 times. The night 
was a Gl’s enemy, but 
night vision never did 
take back the night from 
Charley. That would 
have required putting 
Sniperscopes Into the 
hands of almost every 
soldier In the Army. 

“Even then it would not 
be conclusive. It would be 
progress, but don’t 
underestimate the enemy. 
He uses night because 
it’s cheaper. Take that 
away from him and he'll 
find other methods like 
camouflage and small unit 
operations. More costly, 
but effective all the 
same.” Every technical 
innovation often produced 


A starlight scope that 
magnifies light up to 
100,000 times is used in 
night rescue operations of 
downed pilots. Mere a 
man seen through the 
reticle of the scope is 
pulled to safety from the 
jungle below. 
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a counterreaction by the 
enemy that reduced the 
desired results. 

i recall one peculiar 
experiment from my 
days covering the 
Vietnam War — a breath 
test for manioc root. 
Jungle-grown manioc 
was a staple in the Viet 
Cong diet and the 
powers that be figured 
the United States could 
root out the enemy by 
smelling his breath. A 
simple breath test for 
manioc was devised but, 
like the General Electric 
device that detected 
body odors in the jungle, 
It could not discriminate 
— friend and foe tend to 
smell alike. 

A Pentagon official set 
the record straight: “For 
all the gadgets that 
sniffed, sensed, 
measured and recorded, 
we could still not tell 
effectively friendlies from 
unfriendlies. You can 
mark villagers with 
special dyes or test for 
powder burns but that 
doesn’t tell you whose 
side they are on or what 
they do when you are 
out of sight. We had 
tried virtually everything 
anybody had suggested, 
but the problem of target 
discrimination persists, 
much as does the 
problem of how you 
knock out a missile site 
without inflicting 
casualties on everything 
else close to it.” 


Inside Combat 
Information Center of the 
Enterprise, The carrier 
cost $500 million and has 
more computers than any 
single U.S. corporation. 

Its decks house another 
$500 million in aircraft. 

Even chemical 
weapons had severe 
problems both in the 
sense of public 
opposition and ease of 
control. For instance, 
United States forces 
defoliated over a million 
acres of jungle in 
Vietnam in an attempt to 
deprive the enemy of 
cover and concealment. 
But terrain and 
atmospherics — such as 
ground dampness -- 
and the preparedness of 
the enemy made use of 
such sophistication. In 
the words of some 
chemical warfare 
specialists, “just not 
worth the trouble.” The 
long-range physical 
problems that have 
turned up among the. 
men who dealt with 
chemical defoliants add 
another negative factor. 

As dawn approaches an 
E-2A Hawkeye prepares 
for flight from the 
Enterprise. The E-2A 
Hawkeye was first 
delivered to the U.S. Navy 
on 19 January 1964. A 
total of 59 were built, 
including three 
prototypes. The Hawkeye 
sports a 24-foot rotating 
radar dome atop the 
fuseiage which can track 
over 100 aircraft 
simultaneously. 
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War requires a specific 
plan directed at 
neutralizing the enemy. 
Chemical weapons used 
during the Vietnam War 
defied that principle by 
demonstrating a general 
lack of control that 
contradicted what should 
have been a plan to 
concentrate on selective 
targets. It’s ail quite 
simple. The right weapon 
must be applied to the 
right target at the right 
time. A Rand research 
study pointed the way to 
the right target in 
Vietnam. 

“We had done 
everything else to the 
enemy In Vietnam, 
except destroy his 
willingness to fight. That 
should have been our 
target. Suppose we had 
hit that target with a 
chemical agent. That 
would be some 
doomsday weapon.” 

There is now a 
growing consensus that 
an enemy’s willingness to 
fight in Vietnam, in 
Nicaragua or in El 
Salvador may be the real 
target in modern warfare. 
And ever since Vietnam 
placed guerrilla warfare 
under public scrutiny, the 
Defense Department has 
been applying technology 
in a worldwide program 
of research into the 
causes and cures of 
guerrilla warfare. Begun 
In the late 1960s and 
called Project Agile, the 
program is being run 
through the department’s 
Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (ARPA) 
which does research of 
its own, hires private 
organizations such as 
Rand, and funds similar 
research in the three 
services. 

Agile grew out of the 
Vietnam War where It 
was focused both In 
Vietnam and Thailand, 
although it runs projects 
In tight cooperation with 
host governments in 
about 10 countries 

Non-toxic face-paint 
camouflage worn by Navy 
SEAL for behind-the-lines 
missions. 



including Southeast Asia 
and Latin America. It has 
field offices In Panama, 
Lebanon and Thailand. 
Agile engages dozens of 
anthropologists, 
psychologists, scientists, 
communications experts 
and military technicians 
to define problems of 
both interna! and border 
security. A basic premise 
behind the program 
addresses what has long 
been viewed as a major 
problem in Third World 
nations — the lack of 
communication between 
the governments and 
their people. 

Agile’s evolution since 
birth gives revealing 
testimony to the 
Pentagon’s widening 
search for a solution in 
many countries facing 
similar problems. 

Starting as a '‘quick-fix” 
project to develop and 
test hardware (Including 
some weapons) for 
immediate application in 
Vietnam, Agile then 
became involved in 
longer-range 
investigations into 
devices most useful in 
making areas secure. 
Most significantly In 
today’s troubled world, 
Agile is developing 
methods for applying 
social sciences and 
technology to assist 
countries in 

understanding their own 
problems. The 
Philippines is a prime 
study area. 

Project Agile’s many 
fingers have been into 
the entire spectrum of 
high-tech projects. During 
the Vietnam War It 
developed and tested 
everything from a 
laser-illuminated night 
photography system ef\6 
remote-controlled cargo 
gliders for supplying 
distant outposts to 
infrared 

intrusion-detection 
devices and electronic 
image-intensification 
devices. It wasn’t all Star 
Wars, though. Such 
mundane equipment as 
field rations, packs and 
gear, or the possible 
military application of 
bicycles were examined. 



Sophisticated 
surveillance was used in 
the area below the DMZ 
in Vietnam where the 
U.S. built an “electronic 
barrier” to prohibit 
infiltration from the 
North. The project was 
never finished so we will 
never know whether or 
not the idea was sound. 

Today Project Agile 
leans more toward the 
cultural and 
psychological: enemy 
motivation, a study 
spurred on by the 
Vietnam-era Chieu Hoi 
(open arms) Program 
and how to assimilate 
them into society; what 
methods give accurate 
Information on how 
people are reacting to 
the government’s 
programs; and patterns 
of land ownership now 
fall into Project Agile’s 
broad grasp. 

“Many of these 
countries have a very 
complicated culture,” a 
spokesman said. “In 
almost every study we 
have to find out what the 
biases are and 
government people are 
not always able to do this 
objectively — any more 
than somebody from New 
York might do in 
Mississippi. All we from 
the United States have to 
offer such governments Is 
an assurance of objective 
analysis.” 

All this is not to say 
that Project Agile has 
changed direction in 
midstride. True, things 
look radically different, 
but today’s trends are 
echoes of lessons 
learned in Vietnam. For 
example, to ke^ a 
given Third World area 
secure, the concept of 
yesterday’s anti-intrusion 
and surveillance systems 
might be combined with 


Engineers check optical 
guidance systems at 
Martin Company test 
facility near Orlando, Fla. 
The object is for missiles 
and bombs to home in 
automatically on targets. 
This facility uses models 
of cities, thatched huts, 
mountains and rivers to 
simulate a bomb run. 

modern mobility, 
dependable 
communications, and, 
most importantly, social 
sciences and reform. 

“The time to start all 
this in Vietnam was in 
1954,” an Agile official 
said, “but we simply 
didn’t have the 
techniques. If we had, 
we might have avoided 
the war altogether. 
There’s been 
acceptance of scientific 
methods of analysis here 
for a long time, but 
nobody ever applied It to 
foreign policy before.” 

Maybe someone is 
doing just that now. The 
work has begun on a 
smajl scale In Central 
America and Asia, “to 
see what works and 
what doesn’t,” in the 
words of a program 
leader. “We hope to 
learn in Thailand how 
effective the methods 
are. But it may be years 
before we know.” Little 
has been made known 
about the results of 
social-science work so 
far, but according to 
another official, “we now 
understand more about 
using troops for civic 
action in rural areas. If 
we had used the 
techniques we now have 
for gathering information 


about attitudes and 
environment, we might 
have avoided having the 
troops become predators 
just like the VC were.” 

the Pentagon isn’t 
giving out a lot of 
information on Agile for 
a couple of reasons. 
First, cooperation with 
the host governments is 
very sensitive because 
of the implications of 
American dominance in 
their internal affairs, and 
second, selling the 
whole idea to the military 
and Congress requires 
subtle methods. 

“It’s been hard to sell 
the military and the 
Congress on the value 
of Agile,” a Pentagon 
officer admitted, adding 
that some key 
Congressional leaders 
would rather hear about 
weapons than enemy 
motivation. Agile was 
allocated only $28 
million out of a total 
Defense Department 
research and 
development budget of 
$7 billion. ARPA 
(Advanced Research 
Projects Agency) has 50 
or 60 of its own 
personnel working 
outside the United 
States in “remote-area 
conflict” along with about 
300 personnel under 
contract from private 
research firms. About 
1,000 people — here 
and abroad — are 
working for Agile, 
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according to an ARPA 
spokesman. 

“These concepts grow 
slowly,” an ARPA officer 
observed. “In the earlier 
days we were just a 
gadfly on the backs of 
the services. But now 
there’s a real revolution 
going on in the military. 
People like Secretary of 
Defense Weinberger 
really understand and 
support what we’re trying 
to do. There are fewer 
and fewer military men 
like World War II 
General Curtis LeMay 
who think we can bomb 
peace into everybody.” 

One Pentagon official 
even went so far as to 
call the Project Agile 
approach the ultimate 
key to halting insurgency 
warfare. As Secretary 
McNamara once said, 
“...our military strength 
a decade or more hence 
will depend importantly 
on how well we do now 
In expanding our fund of 
basic knowledge in the 
fields of the physical, 
chemical, biological, 
medical and social 
sciences. It is from this 
realm of ideas, theory 
and basic measurements 
that the new devices and 
inventions needed for 
the development of 
future weapons will 


Cockpit of Navy A-6 
all-weather bomber. 
Bombs are delivered on 
target by computer which 
matches visual pairs. 
Computer is 
preprogrammed with 
recon photo. When 
on-board camera matches 
previous input, bombs are 
released. Other input into 
system is search radar, 
track radar, inertial 
navigational systems and 
Doppler. All these inputs 
give velocity, altitude and 
slant angle to target. The 
computer feeds a 
seven-inch video screen 
in front of pilot. 

eventually emerge.” 

The soldier of 
tomorrow faces 
increasingly difficult 
challenges. In addition to 
mastering the complexity 
of the high-tech 
weaponry, he must also 
deal with that abstract 
and intangible problem 
— motivation. Dealing 
with that problem will 
require a continued 
long-term commitment in 
both men and money. 
And while space-age 
weapons raise the ante 
in modern warfare, 
technology alone will 
never win wars. ^ 

Huge lights carried In 
UH-1 helicopter assist 
night rescue operations. 
Three 6,000-watt lights 
generate 658,000 
candlepower and can 
operate from as high as 
6,000 feet. This was one 
of many lighting 
technologies the U.S. 
developed to try to take 
the night back from 
Charlie. 
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SOF EXPOSE 



‘'Military appropriations'' is becoming a 
synonym for waste. There's waste in eve¬ 
ry big business, so — naturally — there's 
more waste in one of the world's biggest 
businesses: the U.S. government That's a 
given. 

No matter how misuse of public funds 
may inure me to such abuse it still makes 
my blood boil to think that lawmakers, 
policy-makers and the leaders of the 
American military would allow disorgan¬ 
ized and misdirected procurement pro¬ 
grams to compromise the safety and com¬ 


TOP: M249 attached to elaborate (and 
expensive) **soft-niount” tripod. 

ABOVE: Skeletonized aluminum 
buttstock with piastic spacer and upper 
tube sleeve shown with FN sling 
attached and wire buttstrap extended. 

bat effectiveness of American troops. And 
that's exactly what the Army's muddle 
over the M249 SAW is doing. 

This isn't just another overpriced toilet 
seat; it's life and death for the soldier in the 
field. The General Purpose Machine Gun 


miscarriage that gave us the M60 effec¬ 
tively deprived American troops of a good 
squad automatic for several decades, but 
at least it was there. Now the production 
lines for the '60 have ground to a halt, and 
the Army is not proceeding with reason¬ 
able haste to replace the M60. 

Rather than work with the new system 
and product-improve it as all armies do 
with all procurements, the U.S. Army is 
aborting the first CONUS production run 
of the M249, and recommending another 
delay in replacing the M60 while special 
interest groups within the military bicker. If 
the usual rituals are followed the Army will 
have to patch together aging M60s until 
the year 2000. In Soldier of Fortune, for 
the first time anywhere, you can read how 
uniformed bureaucrats imperil the de¬ 
fense of the nation as they argue trivia and 
throw money at questions that demand 
judgement 

Unfortunately, we would compromise 
our sources in the military and industry to 
name the individual offenders. Neverthe¬ 
less, you read here the process by which 
our money is wasted and our troops are 
unnecessarily exposed to battlefield 
hazards. We owe our soldiers better than 
that — Robert K. Brown 

J UST when it looked like the United 
States Army was about to settle the 
battle for a SAW (squad automatic 
weapon), someone had to throw a mon¬ 
key wrench into the works. Actually, it 
wasn’t just someone — it was a large part 
of the DOA (Department of the Army). In 
fact, one U.S. Army general, highly placed 
in the DOA, recently stated that he wanted 
to gather up all 6,955 M249 machine guns 
produced to date under the initial contract 
(total order of 13,296) with Fabrique 
Nationale, Herstal, Belgium, place them 
in a warehouse and sell them to a local 
junk dealer. That attitude should set the 
stage for a new fight on the old issue of an 
effective squad automatic weapon. 

Sure, there are problems with the 
M249: It won’t actually feed from the M16 


MILITARY 

MISAPPROPRIATIONS 

Army Procurement of the M249 SAW 
Could Endanger U.S. Troops in the Field 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 
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magazines for which the second feed sys¬ 
tem was designed. If s not as reliable as it 
was proclaimed. Its cone of fire sprays 
vertically, compromising hit probability. 
But those problems haven’t stopped the 
Marines. Their intensive experience with 
close infantry combat has taught them 
that they can’t afford to be caught with 
their squad automatics down. 

As a high-ranking officer in Marine 
Corps procurement told SOF, “The 
Marine Corps approach has been to 
obtain a weapon that wasn’t completely 
satisfactory but the weapon could perform 
the mission. We begin product improve¬ 
ment as soon as we have feedback from 
the troops ... just like the M16A2.” But 
this way isn’t good enough for the Army. 
Having delayed four years since type clas¬ 
sification, Army brass has quit buying the 
M249. They now seem to want to wait 10 
years to select yet another SAW. 

On 1 February 1982 the M249 ma¬ 
chine gun was officially type classified 
(adopted) by the United States Army — 
10 years after the SAW program was initi¬ 
ated on 8 March 1972 by a Material Need 
Document (MND) entitled “Squad Auto¬ 
matic Weapon, Light Machine Gun” (see 
“Now See The SAW,” SOF, August ’82). 
In the fall of 1985, more than three years 
after the M249’s adoption, the U.S. Army 
canceled its solicitation for CONUS (Con¬ 
tinental United States) manufacture of 
28,750 M249 machine guns. Before 10 
May 1985, 4,370 Belgian-made M249s 
had been delivered to the Army and 
2,585 to the Marine Corps. Following a 
six-month halt, FN-produced M249s from 
the initial contract are once more on their 
way to the U.S. armed forces after numer¬ 
ous Engineering Change Proposals 
(ECPs) and Screening and Rework Proce¬ 
dures (SRPs) had been instituted. Most of 
them were cosmetic in nature, but as the 
clock runs, the Army is still waffling. 

At one time or another up to seven 
companies had bid on CONUS produc¬ 
tion of the M249, They were Remington, 
Harrington & Richardson (no longer in 
business), Mossberg, Maremont, FN 
Manufacturing, Dunham Plastics and 
Ross Bicycle. Several dropped by the 
wayside before the solicitation was can¬ 
celed. Rumors are rampant. Some say the 
solicitation will be re-introduced in 18 to 
24 months after substantial revision of the 
weapon. Others say there will be more 
SAW trials, introducing entirely new sys¬ 
tems, such as the CETME Ameli and Sing¬ 
apore Ultimax 100. There is even specula¬ 
tion that the weapon will be re-designed at 
Picatinny Arsenal under the supervision of 
the individuals who were responsible for 
the XM248, developed by the Rodman 
Labs at Rock Island Arsenal, and a com¬ 
peting (and losing) design in the original 
SAW trials. 

Let me state right now that — based on 
over 10,000 test rounds through my own 
weapon — I believe the M249 is a gener- 
ically sound design that needs attention in 


TOP: Firing the M249 from the bipod: 
Weapon handles easily and accurately. 

ABOVE: 200-round assault pack gives 
grunts plenty of firepower without bulk. 

BELOW: The M249 SAW should fulfill 
the U.S. military’s requirement for a 
small, light machine gun. Photo 
courtesy 82nd Airborne Division 


but a few areas. No one’s military small 
arms are immaculately conceived, not 
even the Soviets’. However, with the 
embarrassment of DIVAD and the Brad¬ 
ley Infantry Fighting Vehicle hanging over 
their heads the U.S. Army has once again 
waltzed itself to a tune of remarkable in¬ 
competence and buck-passing at both the 
user and procurement levels. 

The M249 (FN Minimi) machine gun 
was selected from a competitive evalua¬ 
tion of four candidate systems. In addition 
to the FN Minimi and Rodman XM248 
(which was bdt-fed with rotary drive and 
operated by means of a unique dual gas 
system with three-lug rotating bolt), a 
highly modified M16 developed by the 
Ballistics Research Laboratory at Aber¬ 
deen, Md., and the XM262 (a roller- 
locked, retarded blowback Heckler & 
Koch entry) were tested. Trials were gruel¬ 
ing, comprehensive and thorough. 

After visual, non-destructive examina¬ 
tion of the candidate systems — during 
which time measurements were taken and 
parts interchangeability tests were con¬ 
ducted —the trials heated up with cook-off 
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ABOVE: 200-rd. assault pack gives the 
M249 plenty of punch. 

RIGHT: M249 SAW can also be fired 
with a standard M16 magazine. 

tests followed by firing without lubricant, 
position disclosure tests, saltwater immer¬ 
sion, humidity, mud bath, sand and dust, 
water spray, sustained firing, ballistic per¬ 
formance and endurance testing. About 
50,000 rounds were fired through each 
specimen of the candidate SAWs. The 
XM249 exceeded the specified reliability 
levels (so-called “Blue Sky” performance) 
for Class 1 (immediately clearable in 10 
seconds or less) and Class 2 (clearable in 
10 seconds to 10 minutes) failures and 
came close to spedfied reliability levels in 
Class 3 (a severe stoppage which requires 
an armorer) failures. The FN Minimi was 
the clear winner of the SAW trials. And 
now, three and a half years after its adop¬ 
tion, a group of Pentagon generals is ready 
to toss the on a junk pile. During this 
time frame the M249 has been adopted by 
the armed forces of Canada, Australia and 
Indonesia. 

There is a legitimate and serious prob¬ 
lem with the magazine weU. The M249 was 
designed to accept the Ml6 magazine, 
although the users are apparently unaware 
of that fact One of the U.S. Army reports 
on the M249 states, “We cannot use the 
M16 magazine with the SAW.” Their rec¬ 
ommendation is to “develop a magazine 


that can be used with both the SAW and 
Ml6.” This thread of confusion and mis¬ 
understanding runs throughout the Army’s 
criticisms of the M249. The issue most cer¬ 
tainly does not lie with the magazine. I 
have fired the M249 with Colt-made M16 
magazines, FNC magazines and the new 
Canadian-issue plastic Thermold maga¬ 
zines, loaded to 30-rd. capacity, and with 
only 20 rounds. The M249 will not func¬ 
tion reliably with any magaane, loaded to 
any capacity. 


The answer must be sought in two other 
areas. First of all the magazine welFs in¬ 
terior dimensions are too large. There is 
far too much lateral and vertical play. 
When a magazine is pushed firmly by the 
palm of the support hand during the firing 
sequence, reliability goes up. But there’s 
more. As the bolt group moves rearward 
on the recoil stroke, the bolt’s left locking 
lug strikes the top cartridge in the maga¬ 
zine, driving it, eJl the other rounds, the 
magazine follower and spring downward, 
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should be reduced, if possible, to 600 
rpm. If that, and holding the magazine 
well to tighter tolerances, do not improve 
reliability with magazines, then the dual¬ 
feed feature, as appealing as it is, should 
be discarded. 

The Army has leveled two bizarre criti¬ 
cisms of the M249 in the area of the feed 
mechanism that once more clearly demon¬ 
strate their inability to correctly assess end 
user needs. In a signed memorandum for 
the undersecretary of the Array, the 
sergeant major of the Army states, “The 
double latches on the feed tray cover im¬ 
pede the swift opening and closing of the 
feed tray cover.” His recommendation: 
“The double latches on the feed tray cover 
should be modified to a single latch system 
similar to that of the M60 machine gun.” 

The double latches on the M249’s top 
cover are taken directly from the FN MAG 
58 GPMG which is in service with more 
than 80 countries in the world. Besides the 
United States, only Australia and the Re¬ 
publics of Korea and China (Taiwan) 
adopted the M60 — the latter two under 
some coercion. The M60 top cover’s sin¬ 
gle latch-lever assembly is far too fragile 
and I have seen too many broken ones in 

BELOW: M249 with night vision scope. 
Mount is still experimental. Photo: 
Fabrique Nationale 
BOTTOM: Early experimental para 
model variant. It Included a 
telescoping stock and shortened barrel. 
Photo: Fabrique Nationale 


away from the magazine’s feed lips. If the 
gun’s firing rate is high, the follower spring 
will not have sufficient time to rebound 
and drive the cartridges tightly against the 
feed lips before the bolt returns in counter¬ 
recoil to strip a round from the magazine. 
As a consequence, the top round is not at 
the correct approach angle to the cham¬ 
ber and a bolt-over-base stoppage is the 
inevitable result 

The faster the cyclic rate, the more fre¬ 
quently this stoppage will occur. The 
^^49 is supposed to fire at 750 rpm when 
the gas regulator is turned to the ‘N’ (nor¬ 
mal) position and 1,050 rpm when the ‘A’ 
(adverse) position is used. When set to the 
“normal” position, both barrels on my 
M249 fired close to the “adverse” rate, 
977 and 980 rpm, respectively. Why? I 
think that someone in FN quality control 
backed off the gas control screw in the gas 
block to obtain sufficient energy for the 
gun to pass the belt-load test. 

After delivery, as thousands of rounds 
were fired through the gun, burrs were 
removed, tolerances loosened and the cy¬ 
cle rate began to zoom upward. God 
knows how many guns were shipped to 
the U.S. armed forces in this condition. 
One of the Army’s complaints was that the 
rate of fire was too high. Reduced to 766 
and 784 rpm, respectively, I still experi¬ 
ence frequent magazine failures with 
either barrel. I think the normal rate of fire 
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El Salvador (See “M60,” SOF, August 
’85). The Army also feels the feed tray is 
too wide and that this somehow affects the 
ability to fire belts without starter tabs. 1 
have fired close to 9,000 linked rounds 
through the M249 without a single stop¬ 
page. If the belt does not have a starter 
tab, you must lift the top cover and place 
the first round against the feed tray’s car¬ 
tridge stop — as with any other belt-fed 
machine gun. Proper loading with the top 
cover down is possible only when the belt 
has a starter tab. It’s really quite simple, 
and the feed tray is just dandy as it is. 

The plastic 2(X)-rd. assault pack has 
also received more than its share of criti¬ 
cism from the Army’s infantry “experts.” 
They would like to see a transparent back 
so the number of remaining rounds can be 
determined. Transparent “cartridge¬ 
counting” magazines and drums are nice, 
but unnecessary. The M16 magazine is 
not transparent, nor is the RPD belt car¬ 
rier, RPK 75-rd. drum, MAG 58 100-rd. 
assault pack, PKM belt box and on and 
on. There is just no end to the expensive 
gingerbread demanded by the U.S. 
armed forces. Another of their high 
whines concerns the assault pack parting 
company from the weapon when the gun¬ 
ner hits the deck. If they would just take a 
few lessons from the Israeli Defence 
Forces on how to fall properly when they 
engage the enemy, the assault pack would 
not strike the ground first. There is nothing 
whatever wrong with the FN designed 
200-rd. assault pack. 

Another area of lawful concern, howev¬ 
er, is the M249’s accuracy potential. Firing 
single shots with the gun mounted on the 
FN “soft-mount” tripod and heavily sand¬ 
bagged, I have never been able to achieve 
anything better than 18 MOA at 100 
meters, regardless of the ammunition em¬ 
ployed. Worse yet is the fact that this ex¬ 
treme spread is always vertical. The hori¬ 
zontal spread is never more than two to 


ABOVE: SAW trials at Aberdeen 
Proving Ground: Even mud couldn’t 
stop the M249. Photo: U.S. Army 



TOP: Original FN pistol grip (left). New 
grip (right) has horizontal grooves and 
no bottom flare. It is also less swept 
back than the original. Note hinged 
trap door for storage of lubricant 
bottle. 

ABOVE: Original forearm (top). Current 
forearm (bottom) is larger but does not 
cover top of barrel. Army wants a metal 
heat shield over barrel like the M60. 

three inches. We can accept more hori¬ 
zontal spread in a machine gun burst 
group (such as we obtain with the MG42) 
because it does not adversely affect the 
size of the beaten zone, but a large vertical 
dispersion is just not acceptable. Fired 
from rigid test beds, indoors, my three 
barrels will produce an extreme spread 
from 5.6 inches to 13.8 inches — again, 
vertical in shape — when 10-round bursts 
are fired at 100 meters. In my opinion, still 


not good enough. What’s the problem? 

1 believe the answer rests (no pun in¬ 
tended) with the barrel’s interface to the 
receiver body. At the rear, the barrel exten¬ 
sion drops downward in the receiver’s ver¬ 
tically elliptical barrel socket and a protru¬ 
sion on the bottom of the barrel extension 
catches against the rear of the socket The 
barrel is then held in place by pressure 
from the spring-loaded barrel locking lever 
on top of the socket and nothing else. The 
barrel does not contact the curved barrel 
guide at the front of the receiver on top of 
the bipod/gas cylinder socket. 

If it does not impede barrel changing, we 
would be moving in the right direction if 
the barrel guide was changed to a rest for 
the front end of the barrel. More important, 
the barrel socket should be circular, not 
elliptical, since this is without doubt the 
source of the excessive vertical dispersion. 
Excessive barrel float, which constantly al¬ 
ters the magazine feedway’s angle, may 
also be partially responsible for the low 
reliability with magazines. There are no 
easy solutions, but intensive redesign 
efforts must be directed to this portion of 
the weapon. 

Mounted to a dovetail on the gas block, 
the front sight is on its fourth U.S. Army 
modification. The tempest in a teapot con¬ 
cerns how the front post, adjustable for 
both elevation and windage zero, should 
be guarded. The first unit I examined at 
Aberdeen had a partial hood that permit¬ 
ted access to the front post by the operator 
without any special tool. This was followed 
by an assembly that used two protective 
ears that still permitted the operator to ad¬ 
just elevation zero with just a pair of pHers. 
A hood with a hole in the top, requiring a 
special sight tool, represents the current 
configuration. This still doesn’t satisfy the 
users, who want the op)erator to be able to 
adjust the zero on his weapon. Instead of 
just issuing a tool for this purpose, like the 
Russians do, the dog and pony show is 
moving on to another front sight Smart 
thinking, guys. 

The rear sight is only on its third mod¬ 
ification. The first rear sight unit was some¬ 
what like that of the M60. Although it had 
to be flipped up to use, there was an open 
U-notch battle sight that could be em¬ 
ployed when the sight was folded down. 
The peep aperture was adjusted for eleva¬ 
tion by a knob on top of the sight. At least 
the elevation markings were engraved on 
the steel sight frame itself, rather than on a 
strip of soft aluminum such as on the M60. 
Windage adjustment was by means of a 
knob on the left side. But the sight was 
unprotected when flipped up and an im¬ 
proved model was already incorporated 
in time for the SAW trials. The peep aper¬ 
ture is now shielded from harm’s way by 
larger protective ears as it is elevated from 
300 to 1,000 meters. 

The aperture bar is pushed upward by a 
rod attached in an offset manner to the 
two elevation drums as they rotate. Both 
windage and elevation adjustment knobs 
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are on the left side. The operator can 
make both windage and elevation zero 
adjustments on the rear sight unit also. 
This is a more than acceptable sight ... 
but not good enough for the Army. They 
want a windage adjustment assembly like^ 
that of the Ml 4 rifle, more clearance be¬ 
tween the adjustment knobs and protec¬ 
tive ear for maintenance purposes, small¬ 
er increments of elevation adjustment 
than 100 meters and the peep aperture 
replaced with an open V-notch. 

The open V-notch request is most pe¬ 
culiar. 1 have always felt that sighting 
down the Luger pistol’s open V-notch was 
probably similar to looking up a pig’s ass 
and just about as useful for engaging 
targets on the battlefield. 

A more serious complaint is the lack of a 
mount for night vision equipment. The 
rear sight unit is mounted to the top cover. 
This is secure enough for the iron sights as 
the top cover’s free-play is not sufficient to 
affect the gun’s burst-group accuracy 
potential, but a light aluminum top cover 
is no place for heavy night vision optics. A 
proper NOD mount for the M249 will re¬ 
quire attachment to the receiver. 

One of the Army’s most astounding 
complaints is: “The bolt body sometimes 
separates from the slide [bolt carrier] dur¬ 
ing airborne operations.” The rotary bolt 
system employed in the M249 is essential¬ 
ly that of the highly successful Kalash¬ 
nikov series, from rifles to PKM machine 
guns. The only way for the bolt’s cam to 
separate from the carrier of an M249 or 
PKM during an airborne operation would 
be to jump with the barrel out of the gun. 
No jumpmaster on the face of the earth is 
going to shove me out of a plane into a hot 
L2 with a partially field-stripped weapon. 

Another bone of contention lies within 
the trigger group. The trigger housing itself 
is an anodized aluminum casting. The trig¬ 
ger mechanism is that of the FN MAG 58, 

BELOW: M249 bolt and bolt carrier. 

U.S. Army states that the bolt 
separates from carrier during airborne 
operations. 

BOTTOM: Two front sight 
configurations: hood type (top) and 
protective ears (bottom). 






ABOVE: Two-position gas regulator set 
to the '^normal” position will yield a 
cyclic rate of 750 rpm. Current front 
sight hood requires a tool, for front 
post zero adjustments, that is not 
issued to gunners. 

BELOW: M249 SAW field-stripped. 


which in turn is that of the MG42. There is 
none better. A spring-loaded sear trip, un¬ 
fortunately deleted from the M60, is 
attached to the top of the trigger 
The sear trip fulfills two important func¬ 
tions. It keeps the sear in a low position 
except at the final moment of engagement 
with the operating rod, which reduces 
wear and chipping of the two mating sur¬ 
faces. It also prevents the trigger mecha¬ 
nism from being placed on “safe” when 
the operating rod/bolt group is forward, as 
the sear could be damaged if the operator 
attempted to retract the bolt with the cross 
bolt in the safe position. 


Continued on page 78 



M249 SAW SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber...,.. 

. 5,5^x^nim;^l^ATO, , i r ^ h j 

Operation... 

. Gas. TJwo-gosiiipn adjustable regulator (Normal and 
- Advfee)-ShoSrt-strok6 piston. Two-lugrotaiy bolt Fires 
from the open-bolt position. 

Cyclic rate_. 

. 750 rpm-(Normal gas position) and 1,050 rpm (Adverse 
gas position). _ 

Feed mechanism .. 

. 20- or i30-rcfi rt b-type ^ or belts using M27 

disintegratMig^liriks (looseilbelts or in 200-rd. assault 
pack). 

Weight, empty 

wA>lpod & stock. 

. 14.3 lbs. 

Weight, w/200-rd. 

assault pack. 

. 21.3 lbs. 

Barrel... 

Air-cooled, quick-change type. Chrome-plated chamber 
and bore. Six grooves widi a right-hand twist of either 
one turn in 7 inches (TW7 for SS109-type ammunition) 
or one turn in 12 inches (TW12 for M193 ammunition). 

Barrel length.. 

. 18.6 inches, without muzzle device or ifextensTon, 14-inch 
Para barrel also available^!; 

Sights.... 

, Round, post-type front with protective ears or hood; 
adjustable for both elevation and windage zero. Peep 
aperture rear with protective ears; elevation adjustable 
in 100-meter increments hom 300 meters to 1,000 
meters; adjustable for windage and horizontal zero. 

Accessories ...... 

Sling, cleaning kit (stored ihl foreanfti), 200-rd. plastic 
assault packs and tripod. 

Status.... 

. Adopted by the armed forces of the United States, (Cana¬ 
da, Australia and Indonesia. 

Manufacturer... 

Fabrique Nationale, Branche Defense etSecurite, B-4400 
Herstal, Belgium. 
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GROUND 
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Karens Fight 
on Borrowed Time 

Text & Photos hy Mike Winchester 
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A long the jungled banks of the Moei 
River that divides Thailand from 
Burma the wet season of 1985 was prov¬ 
ing to be ominously quiet. With the be¬ 
ginning of the rains in May an uneasy lull 
settled along a borderline that is fast be¬ 
coming one of Asia’s flashpoints. 

But even before the onset of the dry 
weather in November it was clear that the 
relative calm was not going to last. As up 
to 30 Burmese army battalions along the 
Karen front replenished ammunition and 
manpower, both sides braced for the de¬ 
cisive months ahead. Caught in a tighten¬ 
ing vise between the Thai border and the 
weight of Burma’s military might, the 
Karen National Liberation Army 
(KNLA) is undeniably in deep trouble. 

As some KNLA commanders, veterans 
of the 37-year-old struggle with Ran¬ 
goon, themselves reckon, the Ne Win re¬ 
gime may be Anally be ready to go for 
broke. Today that means only one thing: 
launch the Anal assault to overrun the 
Karens’ last strongholds on the Moei. 

The Christian-led Karens have never 
before had their backs so Armly against 
the wall. But there’s a certain bitter logic 
in their current predicament. The 
Karens,dn a sense, have been Aghting a 
rear-guard war for close to four decades 
and only in the Arst year of the uprising 
did they look remotely like forcing con¬ 
cessions from Rangoon, let alone Aghting 
their way out of the “Union of Burma” 
into which the British had dumped them 
>vhen Burma gained independence in 
1948. 


The Karen revolt began one year later 
in early 1949, the outcome of generations 
of racial friction between Burmese and 
Karen that World War II had done noth¬ 
ing to soothe. When in 1942 the Japanese 
invaded Burma, the Karens, long fa¬ 
vored by the British colonial admin- ^ 
istration, sided with London. The 
Burmese, hoping for a shortcut to 
independence, threw in their lot 
with the rising power of Tokyo. 

And with the British driven out of 
the country, the Burmese 
wasted no time in turning on the 
Karen minority and exacting a 
brutal revenge. 

After the war, 
with Britain , 

anxious to \ 

rid itself \ 

of impe¬ 
rial ^ 
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commitments in Burma as speedily as 
possible, Karen appeals to establish a sepa¬ 
rate state in the east of the country fell on 
unhearing ears. Along with the Kachin, 
Karenni, Shan and other frontier peoples, 
the Karens were locked into the “Union” 
— a new dimension in fraternal relations. 

At the start of the revolt, Karen forces 
numbering around 10,000 were made up 
mostly of mutineer Karen units from the 
Burmese army and irregulars of the 
volunteer Karen National Defence Or¬ 
ganization (KNDO), raised in 1948 as 
tension between the Karens and the 


The good old days: Before 1983 black 
market trading was above the board and 
traders used modern trucks. The series of 
Burmese offensives have put an end to that. 
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Weight is no object to this porter as he 
pauses at the Thai/Burmese border with his 
load of black market goods. 


majority Burmese mounted. And in the first 
chaotic year of fighting, the KNDO, in 
alliance with an array of other anti-Rangoon 
insurgent forces, looked like they might just 
topple the feeble Union government. 

Serious hostilities erupted in late Janu¬ 
ary after a massacre of Karen civilians dur¬ 
ing Christmas Eve church service. In 
February Karen troops seized Insein, a 
mainly Karen-populated town just outside 
the capital. Before long, the KNDO had 
swept into other major cities across the 
country — Taunggyi and Loikaw in the 
east, Meiktila in central Burma, and Man¬ 
dalay to the north. But the KNDO’s main 
strength was in two majority-Karen areas, 
the rice-growing Irrawady Delta, where 
they held the towns of Bassein and Einme, 
and, to the east, the Lower Salween valley 
and the wedge of hill country along the 
Thai border. There, the towns of Papun and 
Hlaingbwe and the tungsten mines of Maw- 
chi were all solidly Karen-held. 

But as the KNDO advance stalled at In¬ 
sein, the most vital target, Rangoon itself, 
remained in government hands. Worse, by 
the end of 1949 the early impetus of revolt 
was flagging and the tide of war slowly 
swung in the government’s favor. Toungoo, 
a key railroad town and capital of the Karen 
state of Kawthoolay proclaimed in March 

1949, fell to a Burmese thrust in March 

1950. In August the same year the KNDO 
leader Saw Ba U Gyi was killed in an 
ambush near the Thai border. And in 
November, Einme, the last major Karen- 
held town in the Delta, fell to Rangoon 
forces. 

Hardly a better year was 1953. In March, 
a Burmese offensive pushed the Karens out 
of their eastern headquarters at Hlaingbwe. 
Then in November government troops took 
the Mawchi mines, a serious loss since sale 
of the ore to Thailand had been an important 
Karen source of revenue from the beginning 
of the revolt. Finally, in March 1955 came 
another major setback with the loss of 
Papun which for seven years had acted as 
the de facto capital of the Karen free state. 
The insurgents had lost all the towns they 
once held. 


KNU strongman and KNLA commander in 
chief, Gen. Saw Bo Mya. 


This old soldier has seen battle most of his 
life. The war has been smoldering since 
Burma was granted independence after 

wwn. 
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But in the jungle and hills the struggle con¬ 
tinued. By the 1960s guerrilla strength was 
concentrated in the Delta and the other major 
area of Karen settlement, the eastern valleys of 
the Sittang and Salween and the hills along the 
Thai border (see map). Between them lay a 
key zone, the sparsely populated but strategic 
Pegu Yoma mountain range that dominates 
south central Burma. 

Splits within the Karen movement and 
continuous Burmese pressure were taking a 
toll, however. In 1964 the best-known 
Karen leader. Saw Hunter Thahmwe, sur¬ 
rendered after negotiations with the military 
government of General Ne Win that had 
seized power two years earlier. The Karen 
forces that remained in the field were badly 
fractured in leftist and right-wing parties. 
By the mid-*70s Rangoon had finally suc¬ 
ceeded in securing both the Delta and the 
Pegu Yoma, forcing out Karen and com¬ 
munist guerrillas and driving the Karens 
back into the border hills. 

The late 1970s brought some stabiliza¬ 
tion. Rangoon had no lack of other prob¬ 
lems to contend with, in particular a grow¬ 
ing threat along the Chinese border in the 
northeastern Shan State posed by the 
Peking-backed Burma Communist Party 
(BCP). The communist tide peaked be¬ 
tween 1977 and 1980 as BCP hill tribe 
forces launched major operations against 
government-held towns. 

On their side, the Karens had bolstered 
their own position by re-establishing unity 
in 1974 with the formation of the staunchly 
anti-communist Karen National Union 
(KNU) under the leadership of General Bo 
Mya, a burly brigade commander long 
opposed to communist influence in the 
Karen movement. The armed wing of the 
movement was rechristened the Karen 
National Liberation Army. 

With growing revenue from taxation of 
cross-border trade between Thailand and 
Burma, the Karens found themselves in bet¬ 
ter economic shape as well. As a result of 
Ne Win’s imposition of socialist policies, 
Burma’s economy — once the richest in 
Southeast Asia — had been reduced to a 
stagnant, inefficient and corruption-ridden 
shambles. But what the “system” could not 
provide the black market could — and did. 
From Thailand came a flood of consumer 
goods and textiles, while in the opposite 
direction passed Burma’s own natural re¬ 
sources — teak, cattle, minerals, jade, 
gems and opium. 

Groups of ethnic minority insurgents 
controlling border crossing points suddenly 
found themselves sitting on a gold mine. 
Along Thailand’s northern border, various 
Shan factions were soon bogged down in the 
profitable but politically divisive opium 
trade. Christians who take their religion 
seriously, the Karens steered clear of the 
narcotics racket. Dope running on Karen 
turf still carries the death penalty. But they 
did levy a five-percent tax on all goods 
passing through their tollgates. 

The revenue meant funds to buy the best 
available on the Thai arms market — M16s, 



M79s, 60mm and 81 mm mortars and more 
recently Chinese Type 56 assault rifles 
probably intended for the anti-Vietnamese 
resistance in Cambodia. You can also find 
plenty of HK 33s, which the Thais produce 
under license, and G3s captured from the 
Burmese, as well as an older generation of 
U.S.-made Mis and even the odd 3.5-inch 
bazooka. Obviously, the KNLA is a long 
way from standardization. 

Tax revenue also meant funds for setting 
up a shadow government in Kawthoolay 
along the border area with its own minis¬ 
tries, schools, hospitals and churches. It 
wasn’t independence, but the way the 
Karens saw it, it was a whole lot better than 
Rangoon’s plans for their future. 

Militarily, a pattern of stalemate and 
stand-off set in. Content to leave the wild 
frontier hills east of the Salween to the in¬ 
surgents, the overstretched Burmese mili¬ 
tary limited operations to dry-season forays 
across the river. After indulging in some 
raping, looting and pillaging, they’d then 
pull back for the rains. The KNLA hit back, 
harassing army columns and raiding army 
positions and government-held towns. 

But with the 1980s the picture began to 
shift. Underpressure from a new generation 
of younger Karens, the KNU leadership be¬ 
gan adopting a more aggressive strategy. To 
the embarrassment and fury of Rangoon’s 
crusty dictator, Ne Win, a series of inci¬ 
dents erupted that put the Karen struggle, 
long forgotten by the rest of the world, back 
into the headlines: 

• September 1982: For the first time 
ever, a KNLA commando squad staged an 
assault in Rangoon itself, attacking the Bur¬ 
ma Broadcasting Corporation headquarters 
and a police station before being tracked 
down. Two Karens were killed and three 
captured in the firefight that followed. 

• January 1983: The KNU set up a bor¬ 
der-based radio station beaming programs 
into Burma. The radio reflected a new 
awareness among the KNU of the impor¬ 
tance of propaganda and the need to reacti¬ 
vate support among the Karen population in 
government-controlled areas, the Delta in 
particular. 

• February 1983: A KNLA commando 



TOP: Karen officer sights in on a Burmese 
position prior to ordering an attack. 


ABOVE: Karen soldier with a 3.5-inch 
bazooka scans the bush for signs of the 
enemy. 


unit of some 150 guerrillas attempted to 
reinfiltrate the Karens’ old stamping ground 
in the Pegu Yoma range. After a clash with 
government troops the Karens were scat¬ 
tered, losing 37 men KIA. But Rangoon 
was clearly alarmed by the first attempt in 
years to break out from the eastern border 
and cross the. Rangoon-Mandalay railway 
into central Burma. 

• October 1983: KNLA commandos 
raided a cement plant under construction 
near the eastern town of Pa’an and snatched 
a French technician and his wife. The cou¬ 
ple was later released unharmed in a blaze of 
publicity on the Thai border. But Rangoon 
was severely embarrassed by the attention 
focused on the Karen struggle and the issue 
of Western aid to a socialist regime engaged 
in a range of wars against its own national 
minorities. 


Continued on page 89 
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AETDir^A Skull found by patrolling South African forces near the Angolan border. Another 

MriiiOM MIA who will never be accounted for in this bloody bush war. 

WAR IN ANGOLA 

Two Decades with No End in Sight 

Text & Photos by AI J. Venter 


S OUTHERN Africa, specifically Angola 
and South West Africa, seems to be in 
the throes of a nonstop war. The guns are 
never silent for long and 1986 will be no 
exception — it marks the 20th year of con¬ 
flict along the South West African frontier 
with Angola. In Angola proper this new 



year ushers in a quarter-century of interne¬ 
cine strife which began with a limited terror¬ 
ist action by Moscow-supported insurgents 
against the Portuguese colonists. 

Angola, a Marxist state propped up by a 
variety of international oil companies 
(Chevron-Gulf and Texaco from the United 
States, France’s Elf Aquitaine, and Italy’s 
government-owned AGIP), Cuban troops 
and a variety of ComBloc “advisers,” re¬ 
mains a country wracked by civil war. Pro- 
Western UNITA (National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola) forces have 
made massive inroads through territory 
formerly controlled by the MPLA — the 
rather farcically named “Popular Move¬ 
ment for the Liberation of Angola.” These 
days, it is unquestionably Dr. Jonas Savim- 
bi’s UNITA movement which is doing the 
liberating. 

But there are other developments inside 
Angola worth noting since the Soviet Union 
and other ComBloc forces are so heavily 
involved in the country’s security. Western 

South African troops check out a wounded 
guerrilla during a recent follow-up action 
into Angola. 


diplomatic sources in Luanda, the country’s 
coastal capital, have recently made some 
interesting disclosures about the nature and 
extent of FAPLA (the Angolan army) de¬ 
ployment in and around Luanda. 

These sources maintain that the Luanda 
regime has followed Soviet doctrine fairly 
closely in maintaining the “two lines of 
defense” structure, the first static and the 
second mobile. The first, the static line, is 
comprised largely of Cuban cadres in the 
country, at last count between 30,000 and 
35,000 of Castro’s “volunteers.” FAPLA 
makes up the mobile force line of defense. 

The actual final defense structure of the 
country is also segmented, this time into 
three lines of control: The first stretches, 
broadly speaking, from the coast at Namibe 
(formerly the Portuguese port of 
Mo^amedes) through Lubango (Sa de Ban- 
deira) along the rail link to Menongue (Ser- 
pa Pinto) to Cuito Cuanavale. North of this 
is the second bastion which extends in a line 
from Lobito, at present acquiring a massive 
new Soviet-built air base, through Huamba 
(Nova Lisboa) to Luso and the Zaire border. 
Finally comes the defensive iron ring 
around Luanda itself, a bristling armory that 
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extends outward 200 kilometers from the 
capital. It is interesting to note that Savim- 
bi’s UNITA has penetrated all three of these 
defense lines. 

But activity in the south adjacent to the 
South West African border, where the 
South Africans are deployed, presents the 
most significant developments in Angola. 
There are between 1,500 and 1,800 Cubans 
deployed in three regiments in the south. 
They are based at Chibemba, Matala and 
Jamba (not to be confused with Savimbi’s 
Jamba, another of four places with the same 
name in southern Angola). Prior to Opera¬ 
tion Protea, an earlier major incursion into 
Angola by the South Africans, Cuban forces 
were located much farther south than their 
present lines of deployment. Now, Castro’s 
surrogate headquarters in the south are 
found behind huge defensive installations 
that would offer massive natural obstacles 
to any invading South African force. Equal¬ 
ly important is the fact that when the South 
Africans pulled back to their own borders in 
May 1985, the Cubans did not fill the 
vacuum. UNITA did, and their forces reg¬ 
ularly harass and ambush FAPLA troops 
operating in the area. 

Cubans presently stationed in Angola are 
a mixed bag. Few of them are happy with 
their postings or conditions although they 
are paid much better than their compadres 
back home — the average Angolan soldier 
receives about U.S. $30 per month, and 
Cuban soldiers receive 10 times that 
amount. This has led to friction with black 
Angolan forces at a fairly basic level. It’s 
the white and lighter-skinned Cubans who 
have the cash, and consequently they are in 
a better position than the average FAPLA 
soldier to buy food in this terribly impover¬ 
ished country. Supplies for the Cuban 
troops usually arrive in special convoys 
which are heavily protected from ambush 
by Mi-24 helicopter gunships. 

Many of the Cuban and other Com Bloc 
advisers operating with FAPLA forces are 
first-rate soldiers with years of African ex¬ 
perience behind them. But in many instanc¬ 
es they are encountering the same problem 
the Soviets are facing in Afghanistan, and 
that some U.S. advisers ran into in Vietnam: 
a poor caliber of indigenous troops, espe- 





TOP; Captured Soviet AGS-17s. Outside of 
Afghanistan and Eastern Europe, SWAPO 
is one of the few groups to use this 
devastating automatic grenade launcher. 

ABOVE: SWAPO graffiti immortalizes 
comrade Lenin — leaving little doubt as to 
which side of the political fence they travel. 

cially at the grunt level. 

South African troopies discovered during 
Operation Savannah in the mid-70s that a 
single artillery air-burst shell severely dis¬ 
oriented FAPLA troops — and more than 
once their foreign advisers. With that fact 
established a future pattern was set, and 
things have changed little in the past 10 
years, Savimbi’s UNITA troops are still 
fond of using air-burst shells during their 
increasingly frequent attacks on FAPLA 
and Cuban-defended strongpoints and 
towns. But it would be silly to totally dis¬ 
count all FAPLA forces as incompetent and 
inept. 

FAPLA’s mixed ratings as a fighting 
force gets a shot in the arm by the massive 
amounts of Soviet aid pouring into Angola, 
a sure sign that Moscow has no inention of 
giving up on Angola. The Cubans and 
FAPLA are much better armed than they 

This South African armored troop carrier 
found one of the biggest hazards in a 
counterinsurgency war: a Soviet landmine. 



Soviet field piece highlights a part of the 
massive amount of ComBloc equipment 
captured in Angola. 

were only a few years ago. The new Soviet 
AGS-17, a multibarreled 30mm grenade 
launcher (see “Raiders of the Lost Grenade 
Launcher,” an SOF exclusive, February 
1983), is now standard equipment through¬ 
out FAPLA forces — the only country out¬ 
side of Afghanistan and eastern Europe to 
see it. The Soviet SA-9 missile system is 
also now widely deployed by the Angolans, 
and with Russian expertise nearby, they 
know how to use it. 

The Angolan air force remains something 
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of a wild card in the bitter fight for control of 
the country. The aircraft are available: 
MiG-21 Fishbeds, MiG-23 Floggers, Mi-8 
Hip and Mi-24 Hind D helicopters, among 
other aircraft, fill out the air force ranks. 
Angolan pilots fly these aircraft to a degree, 
but an Angolan pilot, 22-year-old Francisco 
Matamba, who was shot down by UNITA 
forces during the major FAPLA offensive in 
late 1985, stated that Russians and Cubans 
were also keeping the air force airborne. 

There’s little doubt that this is true. Politi¬ 
cal reasons aside, Angola, like Afghanistan, 
is a military training and testing ground for 
ComBloc pilots. Since Savimbi doesn’t have 
his own tactical air force, and the South 
Africans are leery about initiating an air war, 
Soviet, East German and Cuban pilots have 
the opportunity to hone their combat air and 
ground attack skills in Angola. 

On the ground, security control of the 
country is in military or paramilitary hands. 
Recent estimates show FAPLA to have a 
strength of about 45,000 troops while the 
lightly armed People’s Militia numbers 
some 65,000. Dos Santos has also estab¬ 
lished regional military councils to maintain 
“law and order” in contested areas; these 
councils have the power to arrest and try 
citizens for crimes against the state, and use 
People’s vigilante brigades as their enforce¬ 
ment arm. 

Coupled with this, of course, are the 
numerous “advisers” supplied from the 
communist bloc. These number some 3,000 
Soviet military and civilian advisers, 1,500 
other Eastern bloc advisers, between 8,000- 
10,000 Cuban civilian advisers, and an esti¬ 
mated 30,000 Cuban combat troops. 

All this presents a formidable barrier to 
UNITA’s attempts to win freedom for 
Angola. But there’s more. SWAPO (South 
West Africa People’s Organization) and 
their military arm, PLAN (People’s Libera¬ 
tion Army of Namibia), have also placed 
their forces in the fray. South African 
sources estimate that there are 8,000 trained 
SWAPO fighters in uniform of which only 
1,500 are earmarked for operations against 
South African forces positioned along the 
Angolan border. The rest are regarded as 
ransom for Angola’s hospitality and are 
used against UNITA forces. SWAPO is 
known to have at its disposal two mecha¬ 
nized brigades fully equipped with Soviet 
BTR armored personnel carriers and other 
heavy equipment. 

At present, the war along the South West 
African/Angolan border is at its lowest ebb 
in the last 15 years. In eight months of 
military activity. South Africa has lost only 
a handful of soldiers although patrols and 
other military activity continue around the 
clock. For the first time in this 20-year war. 
South African forces have had more losses 
through accidents than as a consequence of 
enemy activity. 

The “war” between the South Africans 
and SWAPO, and less directly the Angolan 
MPLA government, has become one of wait 

Continued on page 100 



CONGO 


ZAIRE 


Luanda 


ANGOLA 


/-N Luso 
/ \ (Luena) 


4 Lobito 


Huambo 
(Nova Lisboa) 


Area of 
UNITA control 


Capelongo 


ZAMBIA 


{Lubango 
(S^ da Bandeira) 


Matala 


\ Cuito- 
Cuanavale 


Jamba 


Menongue 
(Serpa Pinto) 


M Namibe 
[Mo^amedes) 


Kassinga 


Chibemba 


Eenhana 


Oshakatl 


Rundu 


Opuwa 


Tsumeb 


Windhoek 


BOTSWANA 


Atlantic Ocean 


SOUTH WEST 
AFRICA/NAMIBIA 


SOUTH AFRICA 


58 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


APRIL 86 




















SWATF 1, SWAPO 0 

Angola was dry and drab, a reflection 
of the low-intensity type of cross-border 
stabs the South Africans and SWAPO 
(South West Africa People’s Organiza¬ 
tion) were taking at each other. It had 
been a hard winter if one were to judge 
by the sparse bush country across the 
border north of Eenhana^ Normally the 
undergrowth in these parts is thick* even 
during the dry season. Thick enough, in 
any event, to have provided two genera¬ 
tions of SWAPO insurgents with the 
sanctuary they sought when follow-up 
teams were on their spoor. But in 
September 1985 the land was dry , gray 
and sparse. 

It was a hot Sunday morning, 15 
September to be exact, when Comman¬ 
dant Willem Welgemoed, officer com¬ 
manding the elite 101 (Ovambo) battal¬ 
ion, South West Africa Territorial Force 
(SWATF),"^received his marching 
orders: Be prepared to move against 
SWAPO terrorists in Angola who are 
planning an offensive against South 
African forces, and sabotage activities 
against the civilian population in South 
West Africa. 

The departure date? Monday, 16 
September. Welgemoed wasted no time 
in implementing conringency plans for 
just such an operation. Troops were 
quickly recalled from leave (Welge¬ 
moed himself was on his way to church 
when he received his orders)^ and the 
next morning the force of about 500 
officers and men crossed the border into 
Angola. > . , 

101 Battalion was into 

highly mobile and independent reaction 
teams consisting of 4Q men each, 
mounted on Gasspir armored cars de¬ 
signed for rugged bush counterinsurgen¬ 
cy operations. Most were vets of coUnt¬ 


A former member of the People’s 
Liberation Army of Namibia, SWAPG’s 
military arm. 


less such ops in the past, and many had 
seen action inside Angola. They weren’t 
overly worried about this particular mis¬ 
sion, but as always, the adrenalin flowed 
and caution became the key word as they 
crossed the border. 

According to intelligence teams at 
Sector 10 headquarters at Oshakati, 
SWAPO, having suffered heavy losses 
during the past year, had decided to con¬ 
centrate more on intimidation, sabotage, 
and stand-off mortar attacks rather than 
carry on with face-to-face conffoiitar’ 
tions with Security Forces. Their main 
campaign, which was to take place dur¬ 
ing the coming short rainy season, in¬ 
volved the unprecedented act of pulling 
out several hundred men from its 8 
Battalion — a conventional unit operat¬ 
ing with FAPLA forces several hundred 
kilometers to the northeast — and em-^ 
ploy them as insurgents in the south. 

SWAPO’s plan was to give them 
several weeks of motivation and re¬ 
training as terrorists, and then infiltrate 
them as far south as Windhoek and 
Tsumeb when the rains began. Other 
SWAPO insurgents, specifically from 
the so-called “Charlie Detachment,” 
would also be involved in the operation 
would JSWAPQ agents already lo¬ 
cated inside South West Africa. 

Because of the political ramifications 
involved, the Angolan government was 
notified of the follow-up operation and 
assured that the South Africans were not 
after FAPLA or ComBIoc advisory 
troops. Commandant Welgemoed was 
specifically instructed to avoid encoun¬ 
ters with FAPLA, and in fact ordered to 
stay at least five kilometers away fiom 


any populated area garrisoned by 
FAPLA troops (there was one chance 
encounter which settled quite 
cably)^ 

101 Battalion moved northward to the 
limit of its prescribed area, an imaginary 
east-west line about 120 kilometers in¬ 
side Angola, and then swung westward 
until they reached the so-called “white 
road.” Troops began to sweep south¬ 
ward along this main highway, ^d 
that’s when the contacts began. 

Guided by their expert trackers and 
..freely supplied with information by the 
locals^ 101 ’s reaction teams combed the 
virtuaily trackless bush, turning up 
several arms caches, killing a number of 
insurgents, and picking up evidence that 
hundreds of others had fled the area. 

Papers found on the dead provided 
proof that SWAPO had been preparing 
for an intensive motivation and retrain¬ 
ing session for members of 8 Battalion, 
while 101 Battalion troops cited as addi¬ 
tional evidence that most of the SWAPO 
troops captured showed complete ijgno- 
rance of standard insurgent fighting and 
movement techniques. 

101 Battalion’s mission inside Angola 
lasted exactly seven days, with the unit 
crossing back into South West Africa at 
0940 on Sunday, 22 September. 

By all accounts, the operation was 
success. Fifteen members of PLAN, 
SWAPO’s military wing, were eliminat¬ 
ed, five others were arrested, and 32 
local SWAPO agents were detained for 
possessing explosives. A further 17 
agents who were tasked with gathering 
information and tranSporting explosives 
were also put in the bag. 

More importantly, in terms of materi¬ 
el, 384 kilogtams (844 pounds) of plas¬ 
tic e^iosive was recovered —124 kilo¬ 
grams (272 pounds) from the Katature 
Township outside Windhoek. This was 
enough to fashion about 12 car bombs of 
the size that devastated Church Street in 
Pretoria in 1983. Other captured arms of 
war included a variety of Eastern Euro¬ 
pean assault rifles^,- RPG-7 rocket 
launchers, grenades md several differ¬ 
ent categories of land mines. Two 
SWAPO terrs killed in Angola were also 
carrying Soviet Makarov pistols in addi¬ 
tion to their standard AKMs, and intelli¬ 
gence reports indicate they were officers 
In charge of one of the SWAPO groups. 

The most important fruit of the opera- 
;tion, however, was intangible. 
SWAPO’s timetable for its campaign 
during the short rainy season at the end 
of 1985 was seriously disrupted, and this 
will without doubt hamper their opera- 
tions during the full rainy season in early 
1986. Terrorists operate best in wet 
weather when there’s plenty of standing 
water and tracking is nearly impossible, 
but this tiine, it was SWAPO who was 
left out in the proverbial rain. 
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PRC Kalashnikov in 5.56nim 


Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 



Firing PRC AKS 223 from the so-called 
**rice paddy prone’* position as now 
taught at Jeff Cooper’s Gunsite Ranch. 
This is, in reality, nothing more than 
the old USMC squatting position. 
Whatever it*s called, it’s quick to both 
assume and move out of. 


K alashnikovs, in one form or 

another, blanket the communist por¬ 
tion of the planet. Poised on the Giftit 
Wall of China, Avtomat Kalashnikovas, 
now chambered for a caliber more desired 
by U.S. shooters than the 7.62x39mm 
ComBloc cartridge, are about to invade 
the home territory of the “black stick” 
Ml6 with a terrible vengeance. 

The People’s Republic of China is step¬ 
ping forward into the murky and treacher¬ 
ous waters of the American firearms mar¬ 
ketplace to gamer its share of the black 
gun game. 

Designed by Mikhail Kalashnikov, the 
AK series is the most successful rifle ever 
put into service by anyone at any time. 
Millions upon untold millions (estimates 
range from 30 to 50 million) have been 


manufactured and issued since the first 
model of 1947 (AK-47) was introduced in 
1951. It has been produced, with minor 
alterations, not only in the USSR, but in 
Bulgaria, Poland, East Germany, Roma¬ 
nia, North Korea, Yugoslavia, Finland, 
Hungary, People’s Republic of China and 
even in Israel (as the Galil). 

PRC manufactured a Type 56 series 
assault rifle which was essentially an AK- 
47 (forged and milled .receiver). There 
were three models: the Type 56 rifle had a 
wooden buttstock and folding triangular 
bayonet, the Type 56-1 had a folding 
stock in the manner of the Soviet AK-47/ 
AKM and the Type 56-2 (rarely encoun¬ 
tered and currently under redesign) had a 
buttstock which folded sideways along the 
right side of the receiver. 
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In the fall of 1982, I examined a new 
variant of the PRC Kalashnikov in Af¬ 
ghanistan. It had the AKM's stamped 
sheet-metal receiver body and the stan¬ 
dard folding stock. There was no bayonet 
lug or muzzle device. The receiver cover 
did not have the transverse ribs found on 
the Russian AKM. The so-called “rate- 
reducer* * of the Soviet AKM/AK-74 series, 
in reality an anti-bounce device which 
mechanically delays the hammer’s drop, 
was also missing. The upper and lower 
handguards were fabricated from a bright 
reddish-brown, fiber-reinforced phenolic 
plastic. The pistol grip, composed of the 
same material, had a unique shape which 
resembled that of the Colt Browning 
M1917A1 and M1919A4/A6 machine 
guns. 

Within two years, semiautomatic-only 
versions of these PRC AKMs began to 
appear in the U.S. (see “Bamboo Curtain 
Imports,” SOF, September ’84). There 
were further changes, designed to appeal 
to the U.S. buyer. The reddish-brown 
furniture turned black. A muzzle device in 
the Russian AKM style was attached to the 
barrel. The shape of the pistol grip was 
altered to the Russian configuration. With 
a plentiful supply of Yugoslavian and PRC 
7.62x39mm ammunition simultaneously 
made available at reasonable prices, these 
rifles have sold as fast as they can be 
unloaded from dockside freighters. And 
now the AKS 223 has arrived — the com¬ 
pact, robust and reliable Kalashnikov 
chambered for the ubiquitous M193 
5.56x45mm NATO cartridge. 

The choice was only natural. RCBS 
ranks their .223 Rem. (5.56x45mm 
NATO) reloading dies as the number four 
seller on a list of the top 30. The 
7.62x39mm cartridge does not appear on 
this list (due, no doubt, to the fact that 
most of the available cases are Berdan 
primed). In a shrewd business move, the 
PRC has presented Western customers 
with a combination that’s hard to ignore. 

Before we take a closer look at this 
intriguing new rifle, a brief review of the 
Kalashnikov’s method of gas operation is 
in order. After ignition of the primer and 
propellant, gases are diverted into the gas 
cylinder on top of the barrel. The piston is 
driven rearward and the bolt carrier, 
attached to the piston extension, goes 
through the necessary amount of free- 
play travel until the gas pressure drops to a 
safe level. A cam-slot milled into the bolt 
carrier engages the bolt’s cam stud and 
rotates the bolt about 35 degrees to un¬ 
lock it from the receiver (AK-47), or barrel 
extension in the case of the AKM. 

As the bolt travels back it rolls the ham¬ 
mer over and compresses the recoil 
spring. The bolt ceases its rearward travel 
by slamming into the end of the receiver. 
There is no buffer. The recoil spring then 
drives the bolt forward, another round is 
stripped from the magazines and cham¬ 
bered, and the bolt comes to rest. The bolt 
carrier continues onward for about 


5.5mm after the two-lug rotary-bolt lock¬ 
ing has been completed. 

During this last forward movement of 
the bolt carrier, the secondary or safety 
sear is released and control of the ham¬ 
mer’s rotation goes back to the primary or 
trigger sear. When the carrier hits the re¬ 
ceiver stop on the heavy forged AK-47 


PRC AKS 223, field-stripped. 


receiver, the chance of the carrier and bolt 
bouncing momentarily out of battery is 
quite low. However, the lightweight, 
pinned sheet-metal receiver of the AKM 
possesses much higher bounce character¬ 
istics. To eliminate the possibility of firing 
out of battery, the Russians added a five- 
component device which delays hammer 
drop until the complete cessation of all 
bolt-carrier bounce. This device, mis¬ 
takenly referred to as a “rate reducer” by 



ration » with qpnventional piston., Locking by 

- ' jtieairis of rotary two-lug bolt Rrebrom the closed^bolt 


Feed y: . . 30-rd. detachable staggered box or 91-rd. spring-wound 

i r.- ^ ■'•■■■.■til';’.. " ."a - ■:jr 


. , ; ,1 ^ posffiqn. Irnported as semiautorriatic Only. 




Weight, with - 

Length, overall_34% inches rV 

Barrel.Iv .!Four-groove with a right-hand twist of one turn in 12 
.. . ' j - inches (for M193 ball aramunitionl Chrome-iDlated 

Barrel length .., M > 17 mch^ including muzzl^ device. , 

Sighta. ......,. Post-type front witir protective hood; adjustable for wind- 

^ M ^ age and elevahon zero* Sliding tangent-type rear with 

' ' ■ open 0-notch; adjustable for elevation from 100 to SOQ 

, j ,, nieters wth 300-meter battle sight position. , 

'. J. Blued. Flash chromed piston, bolt carrier and bolt group. 

Buttethek . .i|. j ... Rigid wood ^e or metal folding. ' ' ' ' 

Forearms and 

, pistol grip.. i.r. i J Manchurian Chii wood with oiled finish. ’/I 

Price.,. . 7. ...:..;,,,. $475 for wooden buttstock or $495 for folding-stock vef- 

" V= . ? ‘ and one blocked five-rd.), bayonet, sling, deanin^ rod. 

Accessories . . 91-rd. drum, $149.95. - 

li'" * r"" :■!' ‘’I-^^"'f " 

distr^lfutoi;.Keng’s Rrearms 3pectaltyt,Dept. SOR, 6030 Highway 85, 

” Suite 222, Riverdale; GA 30274. 
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Jane’s and other authorities, has been de¬ 
leted from the entire PRC AKM scries. 

With an overall length of 3478 inches 
(rigid wooden buttstock model), the new 
AKS 223 is slightly shorter than the Rus¬ 
sian AKM (35,5 inches). The four-groove 
barrel has a right-hand twist of one turn in 
12 inches (for M193 ball ammunition) and 
a length of 17 inches with the muzzle de¬ 
vice in place. Both bore and chamber are 
chrome plated. At 8.5 pounds with an 
empty magazine, the AKS 223 is consider¬ 
ably lighter than the Soviet AKM, which 
comes close to 10.25 pKDunds with sling 
and empty magazine. 

The barrel, sweated and pinned to the 
barrel extension which in turn has been 
riveted to the receiver pressing, has been 
salt-blued along with all other metal com¬ 
ponents, except the bolt carrier, piston 
and bolt group, which have been flash 
chromed. 

The receiver is a onc-millimetcr-thick 
“U” section of stamped sheet metal ex¬ 
tensively supported by pins and rivets. 
The rails on which the bolt carrier recipro¬ 
cate are also stampings which have been 
spot welded to the inside of the receiver 
body. Housed within the receiver body is 
a standard Kalashnikov trigger mecha¬ 
nism minus the auto safety sear and the 
Soviet AKM’s anti-bounce device. The 
hammer and trigger spring is made of mul¬ 
tiple-strand cable. Multistrand springs 
avoid the “surging” (wave movement) 
associated with high firing rates by in¬ 
creasing friction. These springs last longer 
and give better performance under 
adverse conditions. The noisy Kalash¬ 
nikov selector bar, located on the receiv¬ 
er’s right side, offers but two positions. 
When placed on the uppermost position, 
“S” (safe), the trigger is locked and the 
selector bar itself physically prevents the 
bolt group from being retracted enough to 
pass beyond the rear of a cartridge in the 
magazine, but sufficiently rearward to 
check the chamber. When lowered to “F” 
(fire) — the middle and full-auto position 
on a selective-fire Kalashnikov — the rifle 
can be fired semiautomatically. A block, 
riveted to the front of the trigger guard at 
BATF behest, prevents the selector bar 
from being lowered into the third position 
(which would be semiautomatic on a mili¬ 
tary Kalashnikov). The trigger pull weight 
on my test specimen was an astoundingly 
crisp and light 3V4 pounds. 

The bolt group remains pure Kalash¬ 
nikov with only minor modifications. Two 
lightening cuts normally found on the 
bolt’s shaft are missing. The extractor 
claw, while slightly larger than that em¬ 
ployed for the 7.62x39mm cartridge, is 
not as large as the one used on the Soviet 
AK-74 (caliber 5.45x39mm). The firing 
pin is not spring-loaded and this is a se¬ 
rious omission, which the Israelis discov¬ 
ered when they first imported the semi¬ 
automatic Gain to the United States. If 
commercial or reloaded ammunition — 
with primers much softer than MilSpec — 


is used in a rifle of this type, the free- 
floating firing pin can, and eventually will, 
result in a slam fire with ignition out of 
battery. The resulting explosion will lead 
to self-destruction of the firearm and ana¬ 
tomical damage of varying severity to the 
shooter. This situation should be cor¬ 
rected immediately and all bolts not 
equipped with firing pin springs must be 
retrofitted. In the meantime, fire only GI 
ball ammunition if your Galil or AKS 223 
has a free-floating firing pin. 

With two sets of four relief holes, the 
standard AKM gas tube is employed with 
longitudinal depressions around the entire 
circumference to provide a reduced bear¬ 
ing surface for the piston head and permit 
excess gas blow-by. The gas block’s vent 
hole has been altered to achieve the port 
pressure its PRC designers felt was re¬ 
quired of the 5.56mm NATO cartridge, 
which has higher breech pressure than the 
7,62x39mm ComBloc round. 

Fitted to the gas tube is a top handguard 
of tough Chu wood from Manchuria. 
Used also in the bottom handguard, pistol 
grip and buttstock, Chu wood is crack 
resistant, almost impervious to water and 

Continued on page 93 


TOP: Firing the PRC AKS 223. 


ABOVE: PRC Type 81 75-rd. drum 
fitted to selective-fire Mini AKS in 
caliber 7.62x39mm. There was little 
perceptible muzzle rise during 
three-shot burst sequences and the 
system operated without stoppages of 
any kind. 


BELOW: PRC Type 81 drum holds 75 
rounds in 7.62x39mm and 91 rounds in 
Its 5.56mm caliber version. Easy to 
load, it can be stored indefinitely with 
minimum spring tension. 
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Can you name these 9 
Soldiers of Fortune? 
































Never missing an issue 
is as important as saving 
money when you subscribe 
to SoMier of Fortune! 


Freedom fighters, soldiers of fortune and special 
forces are making news all over the world every day 
and only one publication is covering them in depth... 
SOF That’s why tens of thousands of men like you 
buy SOF every month at their newsstands or, at least, 
they try to buy it every month! Often you miss an 
issue here and there and as luck would have it it’s 
those issues you miss that are the ones you want the 
most...an issue with the conclusion of a series you’ve 
been following...an issue evaluating a new weapon 
you’re particularly interested in...an 
issue that focuses on a hotspot 
you think is especially important. 

It’s frustrating...but, face it, it 
is avoidable. 

You can have your cake 
and eat it too! 

If you’re still buying SOF at a 
newsstand, paying 3 bucks a 
copy, STOP! Subscribe to SOF 
now and you’ll start getting SOF 
delivered to your door or office like 
clockwork...every month...and 
you’ll save money too. You’ll never 
miss an issue of SOF again and 
you won’t be paying more than 
you have to to keep up with the world of action in 
SOF’s pages. 

Look at this: 

Subscribe to SOF for just one year and pay 
about $2 for each issue. You’ll save over $12 this year! 

Get smart - make sure you get your cake, eat it 
and save money while you’re doing it! 


If you’re committed to SOF, 
get your satisfaction, guaranteed! 

The 9 so!diers of fortune shown on the opposite 
page are typica! of the people you meet in the pages 
of SOF and, if you can name them correctly, chances 
are you’ve had pretty good luck getting your issues of 
SOF over the past year. (The answers are in the box 
on this page.) 

However, if you’ve missed one here or there, 
chances are you’ve missed an issue of SOF here or 
there, too. 

You wouldn’t be reading SOF 
right now if you weren’t committed 
to what we stand for. (Few people 
read magazines that don’t reflect 
their points of view and we don’t 
blame them.) That means you’re 
committed to SOF’s tough, practi¬ 
cal stand on military matters and 
are sincerely devoted to the princi¬ 
ples of freedom and national 
defense that SOF broadcasts for 
all the world to hear. 

So put it all together. Your 
commitment...the guarantee of 
never missing another issue of 
SOF ever again...the chance to 
save lots of money.our Money-Back Guarantee if you 
ever find yourself dissatisfied with SOF..and the con¬ 
clusion is obvious: 

Don’t Delay. 

Subscribe to SOF...today. 

Use the card now! 


If you read SOF every 
month, you know these 
9 Soldiers of Fortune are: 
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SOF CENTRAL AMERICA 



BRAVO F< 

BRAVO 


America’s Joint Task Force in Honduras 

Text & Photos by Jim Perry 


4 4 OU really gonna, stay the night?” a 
X surprised trooper asked as I un¬ 
folded my sleeping bag in his hootch, in¬ 
stantly disbelieving that anyone would 
volunteer to remain overnight at Palmerola, 
Honduras. As an “indeterminate” — the 
Army’s own term for it — U.S. Army for¬ 
ward operating base, Palmerola isn’t the 
most pleasant of places to live. 

“For sure,” I answered with a grin, in¬ 
serting a roll of film in my camera. 

“Hey,” he said, “you better be careful 
with that. You’ve got to have clearance to 
take pictures.” 

“Pve got it,” I replied, confident that my 
clearance with Major Michael Johnson, the 
Public Affairs Officer (PAO), was enough. 
It wasn’t. I had to secure a special pass from 
the J-2 (intelligence) section, and their in¬ 
structions were explicit and very restrictive* 

“Nothing behind barbed wire, no Hon¬ 
duran personnel, Honduran structures, flags 
or Honduran aircraft,” I was told. “No 
pictures of radar antennas” — they used the 
term “antenna signatures” — “and no pic¬ 
tures of the J-2 sleeping hootch.” 

“Which one is that?’ ’ I asked. I thought it 
an intelligent question. It wasn^t. 

“Never mind,” said the officer. “We 
just don’t want any pictures of the -J-2 
hootch . ” I told myself that if I could figure 
out which one if^as; I would avoid it. 

All those restrictions took in just about 
everything at this joint United States- 
Honduran base situated deep in the central 
highlands of Honduras near the sleepy to wn 
:df dqmayagua; about 100 klicks from the 
^iiatipn’s capital of Tegucigalpa, 

;y Palmerola is ^tually the EscueJa MUitar 
de Fuerzas A^rea,' the Honduran air force 
academy. Nestled up against its backside is 
the fr^dquarters of JTF-Bravo, a joint task 
forpe forined to train and assist the Hon- 
military , both army and air fpr^^> It is 
under;the comniand of U.S; Aimy '^dlodpl 
Wtlliam C, Comee lE}- and'he fr subordi¬ 


nate to General James Galvin, USSOUTH- 
COM (United States Southern Command) 
in Panama. Gen. Galvin answers to the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, and that puts JTF-Bravo 
pretty high up on the DOD things-to-be- 
done-in-Central-America list. 


”Rakassans” of the 187th jump on nearby 
DZ. Aircraft is a C-130 from the 146th 
Tactical Airlift Wing, California Air 
National Guard, pulling TDY in support of 
Central America tactical airlift 
rti|uJrcmcnl^. 


In deference to the tough job the Amer¬ 
ican military has to do in this region while 
still maintaining a low profile, it can be said 
that security is no joke at Palmerola. The 
sprawling installation is shrouded in secrecy 
so tight that it’s difficult to determine just 
exaetiy what Americans do at Palmerola. 
There are two separate smaller commands 
of JTF-Bravo — ARFOR ancT AFFOR 
(Army and Air forces) — which apparently 
mean the difference between Army support 
and Air Force support. But the entire base is 
so drab and nondescript that nothing 
apparently designates these distinctive 
functions. Or if they do, I wasn’t permitted 
behind the barbed wire enclosures that 
house them. 

“We are not a permanent base,” Maj. 
Johnson explained. “Palmerola, as tempo¬ 
rary as it appears, is not that either. We 
prefer the word ‘indeterminate.’ 

But one quick glance around convinces 
you that Palmerola is about as permanent as 
the Army can make it despite Maj; John¬ 
son’s assurance ‘ -that Palmerola can be 
bulldozed to the grpUnd aiid we can be out of 
here in a week/^; > ^ 

many personnel live here?’’ I 
i^JcedAlJjjo one seemed really anxious to 


answer that question. Estimates ranged be¬ 
tween 400 and 1,2(X). 

“About 800,” said one, taking a fling at 
a number somewhere in between. 

“Aw, man,” another groaned, “you 
know that’s classified information.” 

Major Johnson was nebulous. “Maybe 
less than that,” he said, sweeping an arm 
across the cantonment. “You know how 
personnel figures fluctuate.” But he finally 
settled on 400, and that seemed to be closer 
to the exact figure. Palmerola’s facilities 
didn’t appear sophisticated enough to sup¬ 
port more than that. 

If the personnel figure of 400 people is 
correct, then it looked like about 10 percent 
of them are women. 

“Secretaries?” I asked stupidly. Johnson 
laughed. 

“Hell no! Soldiers. Our headquarters 
commandant is a woman captain pulling her 
first command time here,” I met her and she 
asked me not to take her picture, or use her 
name. 

“Pwant to be as anonymous as the men,” 
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she said softly. “Women here are soldiers. 
Palmerola is not combat duty and so the 
assignment is similar to Panama. ” The cap¬ 
tain must have been a good boss; every man 
I talked with who served under her com¬ 
mand had only positive comments about her 
leadership ability. 

But the men and women live painfully 
close together for soldierly comfort. Shorts 
and T-shirts are the off-duty uniform and no 
one seems to violate that arrangement. I saw 
only one female soldier in a halter top. Most 
seemed to prefer an OD or “cammie” top, 
often labeled with a humorous inscription. 

“I Survived Hootch 43/’ read one, with 
“Pride of JTF-Bravo, Palmerola, Hon¬ 
duras” on the back. 

Even in the tight confines of JTF-Bravo, 
though, relationships have remained 
businesslike and professional. Mission and 
morale make that an absolute necessity. 

Morale does seem to be pretty high 
among the troops at Palmerola, one of the 
reasons being a WATS telephone connec¬ 
tion. Troops are able to call home for 10 
minutes any night after 1800. 

“But it’s still Danang South,” a Vietnam 
veteran told me, alluding to Palmerola as if 
it was a temporary pimple in the middle of 
no-man’s land. 

It might well have been. There were 
enough sandbagged shelters dotting the 
landscape to hide a regiment. Still, none of 
them were as dank or dusky as I had remem¬ 
bered those in ’Nam. None of them had that 
smell of fear and sweat or burning cordite, 
and none of them were ankle-deep in water. 

“Counterterrorist measures only,” Maj. 
Johnson assured me, but as I watched a 
group of men tearing down an old one, one 
of the troopers growled under his breath. 

“Nothing ever happens here,” he spat, 
“so what the hell’s the use in putting ’em 
up, tearing ’em down ...” Then, as if to 
show his complete dislike for the labor of 
hefting sandbags, he kicked one. 

JTF-Bravo also has a fully equipped field 
hospital complete with Huey medevacs con¬ 
tinually standing by on nearby pads. Their 
red crosses brought back too many memo¬ 
ries. Medevacs on dust-off pads give me the 
shakes; their very presence says that some¬ 
body somewhere may need help fast. While 
I watched, one took off. 

“Where’s that bird going?” I asked, 
again hoping for an answer. My escort 
shrugged his shoulders. 

You *re a real bundle of info, I thought to 
myself, but then I had been told that mede¬ 
vacs were routine here since JTF-Bravo is 
heavily involved in civic action. Perhaps the 
Huey was on its way to evacuate an injured 
Honduran child. That made me feel better 
for not getting an answer. 

There is an absence of Honduran person¬ 
nel at JTF-Bravo, however, either military 
or civilian. A few laborers routinely swish 
at the weeds with machetes and the main 
gate is co-owned; at least one American MP 
is there at all times to regulate U.S. person¬ 
nel. The Honduran flag flies proudly near 
the airbase’s control tower, yet I can’t re¬ 


member seeing an American flag anywhere. 
To me, that’s foo low a profile. 

Ominous warning signs are everywhere. 
One had a skull and crossbones etched on it 
with the words ‘ ‘No Entry. The use of dead¬ 
ly force is authorized.” I wanted to take a 
picture of that. Denied. The sign was too 
close to a bunkered guard. Farther down the 
line we found another sign, not so graphic, 
but just as assertive. I sighed, resolved that I 
couldn’t photograph that either, but handed 
my camera to my escort anyway. 

“Okay,” I said, “you take it.” He did, 
and handed me back the camera, perplexed 
that I was interested in something that indi¬ 
cated GIs at Palmerola might be ready to 
shoot. 

“Aw hell,” he said, “nobody here’s 
gonna kill anyone.” 

I had heard differently from another 
source during the day. Someone had been 
killed a few months back, a child rummag¬ 
ing through the dump, shot by a Honduran 
guard. There were also instances of troopers 
sneaking back in after curfew who’d had a 
few rounds thrown at them. The words “use 
of deadly force” take on a different mean¬ 
ing when a ripple of 5.56 goes over your 
head. I decided not to push my luck any¬ 
more and folded up my camera. 

There was an uneasiness at having a rep¬ 
resentative from Soldier of Fortune in 
camp. The “mercenary” image that pre¬ 
vailed in El Salvador was just as evident in 
Honduras. It was defeating to have one man 
say, ‘ T read and enjoy your magazine, ’ ’ and 
to have another turn his head away. 

“Don’t take my picture, man.” 

I had requested a landing permit for El 
Salvador, and since I was flying in on a 
C-130 from the Air National Guard at Van 
Nuys, California, I was surprised when it 



Member of the drop zone and safety party 
during airborne drop. Beret and flash 
indicates that this NCO is probably 
permanent at JTF-Bravo, used for both 
U.S. and Honduran parachute operations. 
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Life is taken seriously at Palmerola, but 
author notes that his military escort had to 
take this photo so that he wouldn’t 
“compromise” the nearby guard, barbed 
wire or sandbags. 


was denied. MilGroup in San Salvador 
would allow the visit of the UPI correspon¬ 
dent, John Bilotta, who accompanied me, 
but not Perry. 

The TWX read: “Country clearance for 
Mr. James M. Perry is denied. Mission does 
not consider travel of Mr. Perry or another 
representative of Soldier of Fortune to El 
Salvador via Milair [military air] to be 
opportune. Given that the embassy has had 
to deal repeatedly with allegations that 
SOF’s ‘volunteer trainers’ in El Salvador 
work under the direction or control of this 
mission, we decline country clearance if the 
SOF representative is aboard.” 

It’s a bitch not to be “opportune.” 

Security, especially photographic securi¬ 
ty, at Palmerola was tight. I asked the PAO 
if he had any Class III, photographically 
sensitive people around. He only knew of a 
couple. 

“You won’t run into them, though, so 
don’t worry,” he said. He was wrong. 
Within an hour I’d found one. He shielded 
his face, turning away. 

“Hey!” he complained, “No pictures.” 
That line was becoming the story of my life. 

Later, when I asked the PAO why I 
hadn’t been permitted to photograph the 
Blackhawk helicopters at the base, he de¬ 
nied that there was anything secret about 
their mission. Perhaps it was because the 
Blackhawk had been involved in some fatal 
accidents, he suggested. Twelve troopers at 
Bragg had recently died in a flaming Black¬ 
hawk crash. 

‘ ‘True, ’ ’ a Blackhawk mechanic told me. 
“I ride the bastards every day. They leak 
from every seam.” Another mechanic dis¬ 
agreed. 

“Naw ... shit,” he said, “it isn’t that. 
It’s all those Green Beanies hanging 
around. Come on,” he said, “I’ll show 
you.” 

When we went to look, I couldn’t spot 
one Green Beret at all. If there had been any 

Continued on page 101 
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sor LAW ENFORCEMENT 

LOW-LIGHT 


SHOOTING 


Hit Your Mark with a Shot in the Dark 


Text by Emanuel Kapelsohn 


T he officer’s feet pound the pavement 
as he runs, his breathing so loud in his 
own ears it almost drowns out the sound of 
the approaching sirens. Twenty-odd pounds 
of equipment on his duty belt don’t make the 
chase any easier. Adding insult to injury, a 
glimpse of his younger quarry sprinting 
through the circle of light from a strectlamp 
thirty yards ahead shows he is wearing run¬ 
ning shoes. The teenager takes a hard right 


Photos by R. Brictson 


turn and ducks into an alley. Seconds later, 
the cop stops short at the alley mouth and 
listens, but all he can hear is his own tor¬ 
tured breathing and the sirens converging on 
the liquor store several blocks behind him. 
His eyes strain to pierce the darkness, but 
can make out only a dumpster, several metal 
trash cans and some broken wooden pro¬ 
duce crates. Beyond that, darkness and si¬ 
lence. His pulse pounding in his temples, 


the officer starts down the alley, uncomfort¬ 
ably aware that he is an easy target with the 
streetlight behind him. Halfway to the 
dumpster, he hears a movement in the shad¬ 
ows, and freezes in his tracks Just as a 
deafening blast, and then two more, shatter 
the darkness ahead of him. In the light of the 
muzzle flashes he can make out the form of 
his attacker less than 10 yards from him. 
The officer’s gun comes up, and he fires.., 
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LEFT: Most gunfights occur in darkened 
conditions at extremely short ranges. 

Statistics — the FBI’s Uniform Crime 
Report and NYPD’s SOP-9 Summary Re¬ 
port, to name two — indicate that at least 65 
percent of officer-involved shootings take 
place under conditions of dim light. The 
reason is obvious: most violent crime also 
takes place at night. For the same reason, 
the self-defense oriented civilian can expect 
that his need to use a gun will occur under 
less than ideal lighting conditions. Illumina¬ 
tion can range from streetlights, headlights 
or the flashing lights on the top of the patrol 
car, to the officer’s flashlight, moonlight or 
almost no light at all. Typical firearms train¬ 
ing conducted on sunny days or on well- 
lighted indoor ranges does not adequately 
prepare the shooter — be he police officer, 
soldier or civilian — for the conditions most 
likely encountered in a life or death situa¬ 
tion. Effective techniques for dim-light 
handgun shooting are not hard to master, 
but the time to start working on them is now 
— not during a gunfight. 

The vast majority of handgun fights take 
place at very close range. In the police and 
civilian context, over 80 percent occur at 
seven yards or less, and the statistically 
average gunfight distance is between 6 V 2 
and 7 feet. Accordingly, there is rarely 
either the need or the time to use a flashlight 
as a shooting aid, despite the darkness. 

It should not come as a surprise (despite 
the effect of television on our attitudes) that 
the best way to ensure solid hits with the 
handgun, or any other firearm, is to bring it 
up to eye level and use the sights. Some 
pretty fancy missing can be done from the 
hip, even at close range. As one seasoned 
officer I know likes to put it, “If you don’t 
think you have time to use the sights, you 
certainly don’t have time to miss. ” Even at 
night, there is frequently enough light in 
urban streets or parking lots to see the hand¬ 
gun’s sights. If you can see the sights, use 
them. Sights appear in low light because 
there is enough light falling on the sights 
themselves, or because there is enough light 
on the target to silhouette the sights while 
the shooter remains in the darkness — a 
position of great advantage. 

When there is not enough light to see the 
sights at all, hitting with the handgun de¬ 
pends on the shooter’s ability to grip, draw 
and point the handgun by virtue of physical 
indexing or body memory. This skill must 
first be developed by repetitively drawing 
and aiming the handgun in the daylight, 
using the flash sight picture as the gun 
comes up into the line of sight as instant 
positive reinforcement, until the grip, draw 
and stance become consistent from draw to 
draw. This practice will eventually present 
the handgun directly on the line between the 
shooter’s eye and his target, minimizing the 
need to make visually aided corrections to 
the gun’s alignment on the target. 

After sufficient practice, the ability to 
point — more accurately, “feel” — the 
handgun on target can be tested with the 


TOP: Ayoob technique: Shooter places 
thumbs of gun hand and flashlight hand 
together. 

ABOVE: Flashlight becomes angled sharply 
upward from direction of aim. 

eyes off drill. Simply look at the target and 
start to draw, shutting the eyes as soon as the 
hand touches the bolstered gun. Complete 
the draw, open your eyes, and check where 
the gun is pointing. If the gun isn’t on target, 
it means that your grip, draw and stance are 
not consistently pointing the gun. In day¬ 
light, you’ll pay for this inconsistency by 
taking time to make visual corrections be¬ 
fore firing. When darkness prevents visual 
correction, you will simply miss the target 
unless you have developed the ability to 
point the gun where you are looking. 

After reasonable consistency is de¬ 
veloped (usually a matter of only a few 
hours of proper practice), the average shoot¬ 
er will have no trouble placing all of his 
shots at seven yards in the center chest of a 
man-sized target in almost pitch blackness. 
In fact, strange as it may seem, many shoot¬ 
ers actually fire smaller groups at this dis¬ 
tance in the dark than they do in the daylight 
using the sights. 

Once your body can automatically draw 
and point the gun consistently, the key to 
hitting in the dark is to let your body take 
over: Do not interfere by consciously 
attempting to correct your body’s aim. 


Simply look at the target, draw and squeeze 
the trigger. Form alone will produce the 
hits. 

Accordingly, it is important to use the 
same shooting stance you have practiced in 
the daylight — the one your body has 
memorized. In other words, even though 
you can’t see the sights, bring the gun up to 
eye level in the dark to take advantage of the 
consistency you have developed in that 
position. Don’t try to shoot from the hip, 
unless that is what you’ve spent your time 
practicing. 

This method can be used to deliver accu¬ 
rate fire not only at a target barely visible in 
the dark, but also at a muzzle flash, a sound, 
or even the bedroom doorway one cannot 
see but knows is there. Beware: The ability 
to hit someone you can hardly see does not 
relieve you of the need to make positive 
identification of the target before firing. 

Another lighting condition sometimes 
encountered is one in which the target is 
brightly backlighted, appearing only as a 
black silhouette. At close range such a 
target can be hit by form alone as described 
above. A more distant backlighted target 
presents a problem, since the sights will 
become invisible when moved into the 
black target. One technique that works is to 
align the sights by silhouetting them against 
the light near the target, then shift them to 
the target and fire. This technique can even 
be made to work with a rifle at surprising 
distances. 
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Recalling our statistic that over 80 per¬ 
cent of shootings occur at ranges of seven 
yards or less, we see that the ability to place 
solid hits on a man-sized target at that dis¬ 
tance even when there is barely enough light 
to locate it will suffice for the great majority 
of dim-light shooting encounters. 

Nevertheless, there are a number of cir¬ 
cumstances in which the shooter will need 
to use a flashlight. These fall into four cate¬ 
gories: 

1. To find the target in the darkness; 

2. To identify the target as hostile or 
friendly; 

3. To hit the target when it is beyond the 
range at which it can reliably be hit without 
illumination (say beyond 8 yards for most 
shooters); 

4. To enable the shooter to move in the . 
dark without getting lost or falling over 
obstacles. 

While the flashlight is necessary to deal 
with specific situations, it should be used as 
sparingly as possible. Concealment of dark¬ 
ness greatly increases the officer’s chances 
of survival against an armed attacker. As 
soon as the officer turns on his flashlight, he 
becomes the target. It is imperative that the 
light be turned off again as quickly as possi¬ 
ble, and that the officer then move im¬ 
mediately away from the location he was in 
when the light was on. It takes only a second 
of light for the eye to scan the next segment 
of terrain to be searched and pick a clear 
area — after the light has been turned off. 
While the light unavoidably announces the 
officer’s location this method minimizes the 
opponent’s ability to react and fire an accu¬ 
rate shot before the officer has moved off 
into the darkness. If the situation is one in 
which it is appropriate to move with the 
handgun already drawn, the gun and light 
are moved together to hunt the area being 
illuminated. 

When a target is spotted, the goal is to get 


ABOVE LEFT: Front view of Harries 
method. 

ABOVE RIGHT: Harries method provides 
stable platform for shooting hand. Tail end 
of flashlight can be indexed on shooting arm 
as shown. 

a shot off within not much over 1 V^ seconds, 
then move to another position. If terrain or 
tactics prevent moving, turn the light off. 
Even if the adversary has been hit and falls, 
you should still turn the light off and move 
— he may have a partner out there in the 
dark who is aiming at you while you stand 
there with the light on, thinking it is all over. 
Be sure it’s over before you drop your 
guard. 

It should now be apparent that in order to 
be effective, the gun-and-flashlight tech¬ 
nique must be one which allows a target to 
be spotted and hit in the shortest possible 
time. One of the worst methods is the old 
FBI technique in which the light is held at 
arm’s length, preferably above and slightly 
forward of the body, while the gun is held 
unsupported in the other hand. The theory is 
that the attacker will not see the officer, and 
will fire at the light and miss. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, an individual using this method does not 
become invisible, but looks exactly like a 
man holding a light in one hand and a gun in 
the other. If you don’t believe it, try it with a 
friend. Holding a heavy flashlight at arm’s 
length is also exhausting and the light gets 
closer and closer to the body as the search 
goes on. The greatest drawback of the FBI 
technique is that, lacking any solid connec¬ 
tion between light and gun, it simply takes 
too long to find the target with the light, then 
find it with the gun, fire an accurate shot 
one-handed, and turn the light off. The 
target may not oblige by waiting around that 
long before taking cover or firing back. The 
goal of placing an accurate hit on target in 


IV 2 seconds becomes nearly impossible. 

Connection of light and gun is a common 
element in all the better flashlight methods: 
The gun is already pointed where the beam 
of light will be before the light is even 
turned on. Each of the following three 
methods achieves this to one degree or 
another, and each has its strong and weak 
points making it good for some uses and 
poor for others. 

The Ayoob method, named for instruc- 
tor/gunwriter Massad Ayoob, has the shoot¬ 
er hold the flashlight normally in the weak 
hand, hold the gun as usual in the strong 
hand, and simply bring the hands together 
until the bases of the two thumbs meet. 
Because the flashlight is a straight tube 
while the butt of the gun is at nearly a right 
angle to its barrel, the Ayoob method will 
angle the light sharply upward — about 35 
degrees — when the gun is leveled on 
target. At ranges up to six or seven yards 
this is satisfactory and can even serve to put 
the light in the suspect’s eyes while the 
sights are centered on his chest. 

Beyond this close range, and especially 
outdoors where there are no ceiling and 
walls to reflect the upward-angled lights, 
the Ayoob method is ineffective. The con¬ 
nection between the two hands is not solid, 
but that is not a serious disadvantage to 
either finding the target or hitting it at close 
range. 

A greater disadvantage is the Ayoob 
method’s basic position which is suited only 
to the isosceles shooting stance. It is incred¬ 
ibly awkward to combine with the Weaver 
stance and results in the light pointing 
almost straight up. The great advantage of 
the Ayoob method is the speed with which it 
can be employed for close-range confronta¬ 
tions, including ones in which the officer 
starts with his light in hand, but his gun still 
bolstered. Remember, even at ranges under 
seven yards, where hitting a man in the dark 
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is easy, the officer will most often need his 
light to identify and/or challenge a suspect, 
rather than shooting. 

The Chapman method, named for prac¬ 
tical shooting champion and instructor Ray 
Chapman, has the shooter hold the flash¬ 
light encircled in the thumb and index finger 
of the weak hand, with the lower three fin¬ 
gers extended and wrapped around the butt 
of the gun and shooting hand. The Chapman 
method is almost as fast to assume as the 
Ayoob, and is compatible with either the 
Weaver or the isosceles stances. It’s a bit 
precarious for shooters with average-sized 
hands, especially when using large-gripped 
service handguns and long D-cell flash¬ 
lights common in police and security work. 
Because of this, recoil control is not ideal. 
On the credit side, the Chapman is a com¬ 
fortable and easily learned position for 
many shooters, and unlike the close-range- 
only Ayoob method, fairly well aligns the 
light beam and the gun barrel for searching 
or shooting at any distance. 

The Harries method, named for South¬ 
west Pistol League shooter Mike Harries, is 
a superb technique for use with the Weaver 
stance, especially when a dark area is to be 
searched with the gun already drawn. In the 
Harries method, the light is held back- 
handed (reversed) in the weak hand, with 
the pinky, ring, or second finger operating 
the switch. The gun hand is brought over the 
top of the light (do NOT let the muzzle cross 
the weak arm), and the backs of the wrists 
are brought together so the fists interlock, 
allowing a bit of isometric tension to be 
exerted between the two arms. If the flash¬ 
light is long enough, its back end can be 
indexed and rested against the strong arm 
near the elbow. 

The Harries method is a bit more difficult 
to learn than the Ayoob or Chapman, feels 
awkward at first to many shooters, and is 
not usable with the isosceles stance. The 
position is also slower to get into, especially 
if the light is not held in a backhanded 
position from the start, while searching with 
the gun still bolstered. Another drawback of 
the Harries method is that it quickly be¬ 
comes tiring, although fatigue can be re¬ 
duced by letting the weak elbow rest on the 
hip while waiting or moving in the Weaver 
ready position. 

Against these drawbacks is balanced the 
superior stability of the Harries position, 
which creates a tighter lockup between the 
gun and flashlight than any other position. 
A shooter who has mastered this technique 
can keep the light and the gun bore almost 
exactly parallel, allowing the fastest hits. 
For my money, the Harries method also 
provides the most support for the gun hand, 
allowing accurate shot placement and good 
recoil control. 

Regardless of flashlight position, it is 
critical that the shooter obtain a proper sight 
picture and press off the shot without dis¬ 
turbing that picture — darkness does not 
magically cure yanking the trigger. A usa¬ 
ble sight picture is most easily acquired if 
the beam of light is placed directly on the 


TOP: Chapman technique: Shooter begins 
by extending lower three fingers of 
flashlight hand. 

ABOVE: Three fingers of flashlight hand 
are wrapped around bottom of the shooting 
hand. 

adversary, so that the sights can be seen 
clearly silhouetted against him. This also 
serves to blind the adversary. 

When a light is needed, a high-quality, 
reliable flashlight can be more important 
than the officer’s gun, and it should be 
selected as carefully. Made especially for 
outdoor use, the high-intensity rechargeable 
flashlights — notably the Mag-Charger and 
the Streamlight — are worth their weight in 
gold. With up to 35,000 candlepower, these 
lights make it much easier to find, identify, 
blind and, if necessary, hit the target than 
even the best conventional flashlights. 
While they retail for $ 100-$ 150, for the man 
who uses a flashlight often these recharge¬ 
able lights will pay for themselves in less 
than a year by saving the cost of replacing 
conventional batteries every few weeks. 

One serious drawback of the high- 
intensity lights, however, is that when used 
indoors, especially in close quarters with 
light-colored walls, their reflected bright¬ 
ness tends to blind the shooter, leaving him 
with poor night vision when he turns the 
light off. Another problem is that the good 
rechargeables currently on the market are all 
D-cell diameter, uncomfortably large for 
individuals with small or medium hands to 


use with the suggested shooting techniques, 
and also quite heavy if chosen in a length 
which can allow the light to double as a 
baton. For these reasons, some shooters 
may prefer a conventional C-cell police 
flashlight. My preference in a non- 
rechargeable is the Mag-Lite. 

It is important that whatever light is 
chosen have a push-button switch with 
momentary flash capability. The sliding 
switches are awkward and slow to use while 
shooting, and the momentary flash is impor¬ 
tant so that light will go off as soon as 
pressure on the button is released. This 
allows the light to be doused instantly after 
the shot is fired, and also ensures that the 
light will go off by itself if the officer drops 
it, takes a fall or is hit. Under such circum¬ 
stances, a light which remains on and falls 
out of reach can continue to illuminate a 
disabled officer, making him an easy target. 

It should go without saying that the shoot¬ 
er should be able to perform operations like 
reloading the weapon and clearing malfunc¬ 
tions in the dark, without need for the light 
(see '‘Getting Out of A Gun Jam,” SOF, 
July 1985). If much night shooting is done, 
the greater ease and speed of reloading an 
auto pistol without any visual cues will be¬ 
come apparent, as will the ability of the auto 
user to clear malfunctions easily in the dark. 
Revolver malfunctions, such as an empty 
case trapped under the extractor, are diffi¬ 
cult to clear even in the daylight, and be¬ 
come virtually impossible to solve in the 

Continued on page 104 
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SOF GUN LAW 


BACK BY 

POPULAR 

DEMAND 



M illions and millions of military 
small arms are piling up outside for¬ 
eign arsenals awaiting shipment to the 
United States, the result of an amendment to 
the Gun Control Act of 1968. No doubt this 
prospect is prompting the onset of cardio¬ 
pulmonary arrest in every anti-gun lunatic 
from San Francisco to New York. 

Signed into law by President Reagan on 
30 October 1984, the amendment was au¬ 
thored by Robert Dole, a Kansas Republi¬ 
can who serves as majority leader in the 
United States Senate. Known as the Dole 
Amendment, the new law once again makes 
it legal for licensed citizens to import certain 
surplus military weapons. 

Weapons imports legalized under the 
Dole Amendment include military small 
arms manufactured between 1899 and 
1946. The weapons in this particular cate¬ 
gory already had been classified as curios 
and relics by the Treasury Department’s 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
(BATF). They are now eligible for importa¬ 
tion if they remain in their original military 
configuration, A BATF import license is 
still required. Firearms manufactured prior 
to 1899 were already exempt from import 
restrictions because they are considered an¬ 
tiques. 

Such weapons as the French Ml949, the 
Ml949/56 semiautomatic rifle and a few 
others manufactured after 1946 may also 
presumably enter U.S. borders because they 
are on BATF’s curios and relics list. 

Still banned are imports of weapons 
manufactured by officially blacklisted na¬ 
tions such as ComBloc members. However, 
there are specifically listed exceptions to 
this provision. Yugoslavia and the People’s 
Republic of China are two examples. 

Weapons manufactured before a Com¬ 
Bloc nation became blacklisted — which 
usually means before the country turned 
communist — are allowable. One example 
in this category would be Mosin Nagant 
rifles manufactured in Russia prior to 1917. 
The catch is that these weapons must have 
been stored in a non-proscribed country for 
at least five years prior to importation. 

Previous restrictions still stand against 
the importation of U.S. manufactured 
firearms given to other nations under Lend 
Lease or other assistance programs. U.S. 
weaponry purchased by foreign govern¬ 
ments can be imported if the initial transac¬ 
tion can be documented. 

In all cases, the importer’s name and 
address must be conspicuously marked on 
the receiver or barrel. 

Military pistols, revolvers, semiautomat¬ 
ic and bolt-action rifles constitute the vast 
bulk of the weaponry available for importa¬ 
tion. Previous restrictions on the importa¬ 
tion of Title II firearms (machine guns, 
sound suppressors, etc.) were not affected 
by the Dole Amendment. 

In fact, the BATF has recently extended 
its interpretation of the law to make it even 
more restrictive. In early 1985, BATF held 
that Class 3 dealers must provide a letter 
from a law enforcement agency as 


documented proof that the item the dealer 
wishes to import has been requested for 
demonstration and/or purchase by that law 
enforcement agency. Further proof must be 
furnished by the dealer that their Title II 
dealers’ samples are being used in actual 
demonstrations to legal recipients. Finally, 
they must document each attempt to make a 
sale to a qualified buyer. 

Now BATF has made the Class 3 dealer’s 
business even more difficult. Samples im¬ 
ported after 22 July 1985 cannot be trans¬ 
ferred unless the dealer fails to renew his 
license. Such weapons samples in the deal¬ 
er’s inventory are frozen until his license 
expires. Only then can he transfer the item 
to another Class 3 dealer, a law enforcement 
agency or back to the importer. As they are 
chattel, Title II dealers’ samples can, of 
course, also be retained by the dealer him¬ 
self after he gives up his Class 3 license. 
These rulings have, for all practical pur¬ 


poses, killed the dealer sample program, as 
Class 1 importers no longer have enough 
qualified Class 3 dealers to sustain their 
efforts. 

Not many handguns have been imported 
yet under the new provisions of the Dole 
Amendment. Handguns must be ‘‘particu¬ 
larly” suitable for “sporting purposes” to 
be eligible for importation. 

But a few pistols have begun showing up. 
A more interesting example is the Canadian 
Inglis-manufactured Browning HiPowers. 
The serial numbers on all these weapons 
contain the letters “CH,” which indicates 
they were part of a World War II contract 
between Canada and the Nationalist 
Chinese. They’re fitted with tangent rear 
sights and slotted to accept the wooden 
shoulder stock/holster, a legal combination 
ever since these pistols were classified as 
curios and relics. A few early arrivals had 
the original black paint over phosphate fin- 
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Foreign Firearms 
Flow Resumes 

by Peter G. Kokalis 



During the selling heyday of low-cost 
surplus weapons imports before the 1968 
Gun Control Act, hundreds of No. 5 Mkl 
rifles, above, were reconditioned for sale to 
U.S. customers. The armory, opposite page, 
was run by Golden State Arms in 
California. Photo courtesy of Federal 
Ordnance Inc. 

ish in excellent condition. Hdwever, most 
were re-blued by the People’s Republic of 
China. 

Also available are U.S. M1911AI pis¬ 
tols, British Enfield Commando revolvers 
(caliber .38 S&W), Lugers and Mauser 
Broomhandles (including the so-called 
“Bolo” variant). 

The import spectrum expands consider¬ 
ably when it comes to rifles. Ml Garands, 
Johnson Ml941 rifles and .30 Ml Carbines 
are the only semiautos I have seen to date. 
No doubt others will appear,. 

The selection of bolt-action rifles is even 


greater: Japanese Arisaka Model 1905 rifles 
and carbines, Russian M1891 and M1891 / 
30 Mosin Nagants, British Pattern 14s and 
SMLEs (No. 1 Mklll, No. 4 Mkl and No. 5 
Mkl “Jungle Carbines”) and Mausers of 
every type, including Swedish Models 38 
and 96, Chilean Ml935, Czech Vz24, 
Brazilian Ml908, Syrian K98, Israeli K98 
(7.62x51mm NATO), Turkish M93, Span¬ 
ish M93 and M44, Polish M29 and KAR, 
Belgian FN98 carbine and Dutch M95. The 
entire line of French bolt-action military 
rifles and carbines can be purchased as one 
complete set and includes the Model 1886/ 
93 Lebel rifle and carbine. Model 1907/15 
and Model 1916 rifles, Mannlicher-Berthier 
Model 1892/1916 carbine and the MAS 
Model 1936. There are others and there will 
be more. 

Prices range from $50 to $375. Condition 
varies from poor to excellent. Very few of 
these firearms are even close to “advanced 


collector grade.” Most are pretty beat up, 
but some can serve as representative exam¬ 
ples in beginning collections. And as is true 
for the avid collector of about anything who 
carefully peruses his chosen interest, there 
are occasionally a few pearls to fipd. One is 
the Israeli K98s which were rebarreJed to 
7.62x51mm NATO, phosphated, fitted 
with new wood and slings and then never 
issued. Remember, the vast majority of 
these pieces went to war — in some cases, 
numerous times. Non-violent people that 
they are, the Swedish rifles are in the best 
overall condition. 

Most of the importers gauge both the 
headspace and firing pin protrusion, check 
the safeties and function the weapons with 
dummy rounds. But, it will still be next to 
impossible for the average shooter to fire 
some of these rifles and pistols. Cartridges 
in 8x50Rmm Lebel, 7.62x54Rmm Russian, 
6.5x53Rmm Dutch Mannlicher, 6.5x50mm 
Jap and 7.5x54mm French MAS are not 
easy to locate in shootable quantities at 
affordable prices. Rifles chambered for 
these long-obsolete (or in the case of Rus¬ 
sian Rimmed, difficult to obtain) caliber^ 
will never be more than wall hangers. 
Although generally no longer in service, 
7.57mm, 6.5x55mm Swedish, .303 Brit¬ 
ish, 7.92mm, .30-06 and 7.63mm Mauser 
pistol military ball ammunition still exists in 
fairly large quantities at reasonable prices. 

Thus far, advanced collectors have little 
to fear from the Dole Amendment. The 
value of weapons in the highest category of 
condition should remain largely unaffected. 
Collectors and shooters will absorb 250,000 
of these “curios and relics” within the next 
two years. They will serve only to expose 
many thousands of young people with limit¬ 
ed budgets to the fascinating hobby of mili¬ 
tary small arms collecting and history. As 
before, the entire firearms industry will 
eventually benefit from this expanded base 
of interest in firearms. 

A list of the very best and most reliable 
importers follows. Please send a signed, 
certified copy of your current FFL for their 
lists. 

Armscorp of America (Israeli K98 rifles, 
ammunition and M14 parts kits). Dept. 
SOF, 9162 Brookville Road, Silver Spring, 
MD 20910. 

Century Arms Inc. (rifles, especially 
French, and ammo). Dept. SOF, 5 Federal 
St., St. Albans, VT 05478. 

Federal Ordnance Inc. (rifles, ammuni¬ 
tion and military accouterments). Dept. 
SOF, 1443 Potrero Ave., So. El Monte, CA 
91733. 

Pacific International Merchandising Cor¬ 
poration (rifles, pistols and ammunition, 
Dept. SOF, 2215 ‘J’ St., Sacramento, CA 
95816. 

Samco Enterprises Inc. (rifles and 
ammunition). Dept. SOF, Suite 335, 7270 
N.W. 12th St., Miami, FL 33126. 

Springfield Sporters Inc. (Mauser rifle 
specialists and military accouterments), 
Dept. SOF, R.D. #1, Penn Run, PA 
15765. ^ 
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TIGERS 

Shawnees, Sticky Tape 
and .30 Cals 

by Jack Watford 



W HAT is large, slippery, slow and 
equipped with five thumbs? 

That’s easy. A machine-gunner’s hand 
while reloading in the face of a charging 
enemy. 

Carl was 22, he was terminally scared 
and everyone was shouting at him. The 
pilot, dragging the old H-21 Shawnee heli¬ 
copter’s nose around to bring the World 
War Il-vintage .30 cal. air-cooled machine 
gun to bear on the VC, was screaming. The 
crew chief, trying frantically to bundle the 
frightened AR VN out of the cargo doors on 
the other side of the bird, was screaming. 
One of the ARVN who had got his equip¬ 
ment hooked on his rifle was screaming. 

Carl was not screaming. It was more of a 
sob. Another row of holes appeared in the 
helo’s skin and an irrational part of his mind 
was thinking of the sticky tape which would 
be used for the repair. Meanwhile his slip¬ 
pery hands struggled to secure the ridicu¬ 
lous wing nuts which held the ammo box in 
place, responding more to hours of training 
than to any conscious thoughts. 

What am I doing here? 

Carl Morgan wasn’t exactly used to war, 
but he certainly was no stranger to it. Bom 
in Germany during the heady days of 1940, 
he still has a birth certificate bearing the 
Nazi swastika. The fates of war carried him 
to England, where he was educated as the 
son of a Welshman. After a number of 
embarrassing incidents, including one in 
which he was arrested by German frontier 
police while trying to sneak across the bor¬ 
der from Austria at night, his family finally 
decided that his rather uncertain nationality 


Ready for action: Carl Morgan with his .30 
cal. machine gun. 


On the way to Ap Bac soldiers ofRoad a 
helicopter before the battle. 
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must be resolved, so with the aid of pressure 
from a local member of Parliament, he was 
soon the bearer of a British passport. 

Armed with his passport, he did what 
millions have done before him and headed 
for the New World. It was no easy matter 
back in 1958, but after a few months of dock 
work, Carl had earned his passage money 
plus the princely sum of $50. 

Aboard a ship bound for Mobile, Ala¬ 
bama, Carl was halfway home — under 
U.S. immigration laws of that time, he 
would be admitted as a permanent resident 
of the United States upon arrival. 

Immigration was not a problem, but work 
was hard to get. Fortunately, the Boy Scouts 
of America recognized that he had some¬ 
thing to offer, and he was employed as a 
counselor at Camp Strake, near Houston, 
Texas, until his 18th birthday. Then he 
joined the Army. 

Maybe someone asked about his 
nationality, but it cannot have been thought 
to be important. He soon found himself, 
unloved but fully employed, as a United 
States Military Policeman (Airborne) in 
Germany. After training in counterin¬ 
surgency, he was employed as translator for 
the commanding general. 

Such pleasant jobs rarely last long, and in 
1962, he was ordered to Vietnam to act as a 
counterinsurgency adviser to the ARVN. It 
was a convenient moment, since he had just 
failed his history test and been refused U.S. 
citizenship, until the next test a year ahead. 
No matter — he showed his commanding 
officer his British passport. In the car on the 
way back to the courtroom, he was given 


another test. 

“Who is the President of these United 
States, son?’* 

“Is it President Kennedy?” 

“Congratulations, son. You just 
passed.” Within minutes of arriving at the 
courthouse, Carl Morgan was a U.S. 
citizen. By the time he reached San Francis¬ 
co en route for Vietnam, he was the proud 
owner of a U.S. “official” passport, 
although the description and the birthplace 
were incorrect. In those early days of the 
Vietnam War — the Adviser War — the 
formalities between the United States and 
Vietnam were strictly observed. Every 
adviser was equipped with a special pass¬ 
port, marked “Abroad on an official assign¬ 
ment for the U.S. Government.” The pass¬ 
port was also endorsed “not valid for travel 
to or in communist-controlled portions of 
Vietnam.” The trick, he supposed, was to 
know which areas that applied to. 

The 93 rd Transport Company sought 
volunteers to ride shotgun in old, Korean 
War-vintage H-21 helicopters which were 
being used to reinforce the ARVN. Carl 
volunteered. 

He loved it. 

Say what you will about war, the final 
approaches into a fire zone are the most 
exciting experiences of my life. We Hew 
low, very low, hopping over hedges and 
houses, and going at a great pace. Attimesit 
could not have been more than a handful of 
feet above the ground. Choosing targets or 
being directed at hot-spots by the pilots, 
firing like a madman. Hot, empty cartridge 
casings spewing through the helo *s interior, 


hitting and burning some of the troops and 
winding the tension up to fever pitch be¬ 
cause they couldn *t see what was going on 
outside. 

The Shawnee helicopters were never de¬ 
signed to operate in the hot and humid cli¬ 
mate of Vietnam. Everything that was not 
vital was discarded, even the insulation was 
stripped out, but the helos could still only 
carry between nine and 11 fully armed 
ARVN, and that was only if the engine was 
feeling good that day. They were by no 
stretch of the imagination gunships. 

The H-21 had a single door on the star¬ 
board side at the front, and that was where 
the gunner always stood, harnessed to the 
main airframe. In order to return hostile 
fire, he had to lean far out of the door to get a 
good view of the countryside. The crew 
chief manned the double cargo doors on the 
port side at the back. They tried giving the 
crew chief a machine gun, but changed their 
minds after the first pilot had been shot and 
killed by accident. 

It was chaos in the back there, with the 
passengers falling over, getting their equip¬ 
ment stuck on parts of the helicopter, or on 
parts of other soldiers. The crew chiefs had 
too much to do already. They armed them¬ 
selves with something maneuverable like 
the BAR. Our gunnery training was per¬ 
functory — one day of shooting at floating 
barrels in the South China Sea. I suppose we 
missed more than we hit, but the combined 
firepower of the group was relatively for¬ 
midable for those early and less sophisti¬ 
cated days, and was enough to keep most 
heads down. 

The basic job of the helicopters was to 
take reinforcements or supplies to the loca¬ 
tion of a firefight, to lay down some 
machine gun fire while the new troops 
established themselves, and then to take out 
casualties. But there were problems. At first 
they tried attaching a Browning .50 cal, 
machine gun but it ripped the side off the 
helicopter, so they reduced it to a .30 cal. 
air-cooled machine gun. 

The gun was mounted on a cross member 
stretched between the door posts by a swivel 
held in place by a ball bearing. Ammunition 
was contained in a box which was held in 
place by two wing nuts. The belt then had to 
be fed down through a guide to the gun. As 
with many weapons, it was simple enough 
on the ground at the Soc Trang base, but in 
action it was dangerously slow. This was 
doubly serious, since the mounting of the 
gun made it difficult to depress. The VC 
soon learned that if they could get close 
enough, they were safe from the machine 
gun. It was a gunner’s recurrent nightmare, 
seeing grinning faces emerging from their 
holes below the trajectory of the gun. 
Volunteers were allowed to work out their 
own solutions to the problem. 

We could get any amount of World War 
II equipment. At one time I had a German 
MPAO, a Thompson and a Swedish K. I had 
also picked up a Walther PPK complete 
with a couple of spare magazines from a 
dead VC. Supplies of weapons arrived in 
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Communist soldier blasts away at ARVN 
and American soldiers. 


big boxes, and as long as we signed for 
them, there was no check. It was a collec¬ 
tor's paradise, but the weapon I liked most 
was the M2 Carbine. It was short enough to 
sling by the door, but in the fully automatic 
mode it was a capable weapon in a crisis. I 
ga ve the MP-40 and Thompson to one of the 
U.S. pilots before I left Nam. I had a stan¬ 
dard .45 side arm issued by the U.S., but I 
bad to return that, of course. 

The helos had other duties, supporting 
the squadron itself. They called themselves 
the Soc Trang Tigers, and were soon offered 
a mascot. It was a cuddly little Bengal tiger 
cub which was shortly to be without a home 
when its parent unit, a MAAG detachment, 
was ejected from Laos. A helo with a confi¬ 
dent crew chief holding a thin chain and a 
cub-sized collar went to collect. The whole 
squadron was waiting when the helo re¬ 
turned, and a white-faced crew chief leapt 
down followed by an almost full-grown, 
hungry-looking, 250-pound tiger. 

Tuffy the Tiger was fine with us — he 
understood that Americans were family, 
and he was just like a family hound — 
almost, anyway. The only thing is that when 
a pooch jumps out on you to play, it usually 
fails to smash you to the ground, and when 
the dog licks your face it does not feel like 
coarse sandpaper. Also if the family dog 
decides to chase a Vietnamese neighbor, it 
is not likely to spread mass panic through a 
whole town. Tuffy's designated keeper was 
a Brooklyn mortician who found himself in 
Nam in charge of our water supply. This 
meant that when our showers delivered 
more than the usual quantity of cold, green 
slime, he had to climb up the water tower — 
the most popular VC training target in the 
area. Tuffy was fed every kind of food ex¬ 
cept red meat, which someone thought 


might have given him some funny ideas, 
and his favorite food was a mountain of hot 
dogs and scrambled eggs. He lived inside a 
small wooden garden fence and was secured 
by a thin chain. When he felt like a wander 
in the village, neither was an effective deter¬ 
rent. So in the end Tuffy had to go. One sad 
day, Tuffy was loaded into a Pan Am plane 
at Saigon en route to the Toledo, Ohio, zoo. 
They bought each member of the aircrew a 
miniature Minolta camera in payment. 

It was exciting in those less mechanical 
days. The helicopters performed the dual 
role of gunship and pack horse and were 
kept flying all over the Mekong Delta .,. 
with the aid of the ubiquitous sticky tape. 

Landing and looking for spider holes. 
Landing in the middle of burning villages, 
the helos added to the chaos with their great 
roar and rush of wind. Every fourth round a 
tracer, arcing its way to the target. ‘ ‘Gun¬ 
ner! Goddammit, Gunner! To the right of 
the pagoda. By the steps. The steps! Gun¬ 
ner! That sampan. Get that goddam sam¬ 
pan! ' ’ Sometimes the chaos was demonstra¬ 
bly worthwhile. When I hit that sampan, its 
cargo exploded and the whole thing just 
disappeared. 

By late 1962, the H-21s were supported 
by some Hueys, but they were still under¬ 
equipped for the war they were fighting. 
Flak jackets arrived at the start of 1963, and 
the pilots used homemade, hand-held steel 
breastplates to protect them in their glass 
bubbles. The VC were learning fast about 
anti-helicopter fire. 

The VC finally caught on the day after 
New Year's in 1963. There was a fire fight 
going on atAp Bac and we were called in for 
fire support and reinforcements. The first 
two deliveries were fine. We hedge-hopped 
in and landed our men under covering fire 
from the .30 cal. The third time, we were 


Chinese propaganda prints show VC 
downing U.S. helicopters. 



se venth or eighth out of the 10 to go in. They 
creamed us. We lost nine of the 10 helicop¬ 
ters. The VC proclaimed a great victory, 
and they were right. 

The ARVN were not always ready to take 
the risks which the VC regarded as normal, 
and it is hard to blame them. The streets of 
Saigon were full of bemedaled ARVN vets 
with limbs missing, begging for their sur¬ 
vival. Getting wounded was to be avoided at 
all costs. If a wife was waiting nearby (as 
they often were) then there was a chance of 
some rudimentary treatment. It not they 
were often left until any treatment was a 
waste of time. 

A young soldier we carried back once had 
been lying around untreated for so long that 
the soft mud he was covered in had hard¬ 
ened. It was like a peanut shell. Taking it off 
probably finished the poor kid off. One 
mother was carrying her wounded child at 
the rear of our chopper to the hospital, and 
even at my gun position at the front I could 
smell perfume. It turned out that the mother 
was scattering perfume on her son because 
he was so gangrenous she thought the smell 
would offend us and make us put her down. 

The VC knew they had done well at Ap 
Bac. Years later they were still publishing 
posters and cartoons of ‘*The Iron and Steel 
Squad of Ap Bac.” 

It could be that there was a more ironic 
result. One of the parts always stripped 
quickly from downed U.S. H-21s was the 
front strut. It was easily converted into an 
fairly effective VC mortar. 

So it was that six months after Ap Bac, 
when Carl was making a sweep on foot 
toward a suspect village with an element of 
the 5th ARVN Airborne Brigade, they came 
under mortar fire. As they lay in the paddy, 
it crossed Carl’s mind that he had worked 
out the pattern being laid down by the mor¬ 
tars. The ARVN would be slow to make the 
first move, so Carl stood and walked for¬ 
ward. 

It was weird — all in slow motion. There 
was no sound, and no feeling, just the 
visuals — blue-gray light with red flashes 
and streaks in it. I knew it was a mortar 
round as I lost consciousness. When I woke 
up I was bleeding from everywhere, but 
heavily dosed with morphine. I seemed to 
be floating above my body, which I could 
see with great clarity lying in six to eight 
inches of water in the paddy. We were under 
machine gun fire, but all in super slo-mo. 
The water splashes looked like great col¬ 
umns rising and falling. 

The next thing Carl knew he was in the 
U.S. Field Hospital at Nha Trang about to 
become a veteran with GI bill rights which 
would lead to a doctorate and a career as an 
officer in the Navy Reserves. Professional 
gunners from Hawaii were arriving in Viet¬ 
nam to ride the still outdated helos as that 
slow escalation, always a step behind the 
enemy, always a little less than necessary, 
began. ^ 
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STEEL 

WHIP 

Compact Security 

6” closed... 

ZAP! 15” coiled 
STEEL protection. 

Our Price 

^24.95 postpaid, 
and that includes a FREE 
leather holster. Made 
in France. Handsome black. 


AUTHENTIC HAT 


We have the aulhentic INDIANA JONES " 
Now the adventure can be vours! 

Small 6^4-6% Large: 7y4*73/e 
Medium; 7-7Vb X-Large: 7Vr75/(j 

$22.50 

POSTPAID 


CAMOUFLAGE 
SUN GLASSES 

100% American made. No 
two pairs alike. Handpainted 
camouflage. Come complete 
with carrying case. Complete 
yourcamooutfit.. .don’tgive 
your position away because 
your glasses reflected sun¬ 
light! Specify grey, brown, 
green, yellow or clear lens. 
Rugged, hi-impact plastic 
frames. $24.00 each, two for 
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four for $80.00 ($20.00 each). 
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MULTIPLIES SOUND 5000 TIMES 

The vansleeK FAHFOO H’X 

Receptivity plus convenient size. 

The VanSleek Farfoon combines 


Receptivity plus convenient size. 
The VanSleek Farfoon combines 
the parabolic dish Sound Mirror 
of the Double Farfoon with the 
handy size of the smaller Hunters 
Ear. The result is a superior direc¬ 
tional receptor without the 
widespread large dish receptors 
which in many applications are 
cumbersome to use and trans¬ 
port. The VanSleek Farfoon uses 
the same type retrograde sound 
as the Double Farfoon. Take 
VanSleek into tight places. Enjoy 
the mirrored sound gathering not 
possible with direct receiver pro¬ 
ducts. 

The VanSleek FARFOON is the 
most sophisticated yet devel¬ 
oped of the sound devices. 
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postpaid 


THE VanSleek 
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BIONIC EAR $68 

Our price $68 and that includes shipping 
charges. Optional Booster $39.00. Buy the 
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postpaid. Compare our price and our service. 
Bionic Ears ALWAYS In stock, ready to ship. 
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NOVA XR5000 


STUN 


GUN 


$63 


50,000 VOLTS! 


FREE Leather Holster 


STUN GUN will instantly 
^'scramble” an attacker’s 
nervous system causing 
immediate — (temporary) 
paralysis! By simply touch¬ 
ing your attacker anywhere 
he will drop helpless even 
through many layers of clo¬ 
thing. But not lethal. 




Hears A Whisper 
Farther than TWO Football Fields 

NEW! 'SOUND CUT-OUT' CIRCUIT 


Because your safety may someday 
depend upon the current available 
from the battery that powers this unit, 
Nova Technologies, Inc. strongly 
directs that you equip your XR5000 
with a rechargeable 9-volt Nickel- 
Cadmium battery. Rechargeable set 
includes single charger, module and 
one 9-volt battery. 

Charger & battery $16 


rechargeable 
battery set 

up to lODO 


*This is the authentic AMERICAN 
MADE Nova XR5000. Beware of im- 
mitations now on the market. Every 
Nova XR5000 wo ship contains war¬ 
ranty and instructions from Nova 
Technologies, Austin, Texas, your 
assurance this is the genuine article. 
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is both sure and swift. The DeSantis “MAK • SKATTER” 
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lightning response in “chips are down” situations. 
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GUNHIDE^ 


DeSANTIS HOLSTERS 
GO FIRST CLASS! 

DeSantis manufactures a complete line of holsters 
and accessories, creatively designed to fill the 
specific needs of gun enthusiasts and law 
enforcement personnel. Available at your favorite 
Firearms or Sporting Goods Store. Mall $2 for full 
color catalog or request Free black and white 
catalog. Dealer inquiries invited. 


Dept. SF-604 • “*49 Denton Avenue • New Hyde Park, NY 11040 • 516-354-8000 
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Tink's Rhodesian Military Camo Track Suits 

brand new & unissued 


World’s last supply. Issued to Police and Reserve Units for 
training, sport and Special Ops. 50% cotton/50% poly. 2-piece 
jacket with zipper, tight running pants with pocket, and leg 
straps per military specs. Only large and medium left, link has 
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medium size. Less than 500 sets remain. Excellent for working 
out. hunting, lounging around, training or combat. Large 
pattern rated World Best Camo by the Pros. Illegal to wear in 
Africa. Send check. Money Order or Credit Card information 
including expiration date. Shipped postpaid for $69.95 for size 
medium; $99.95 for large and extra-large. 
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Continued from page 51 

And, it is the location of this cross bolt 
safety that the Army objects to. It is, with¬ 
out doubt, not as easy to reach as the 
safety lever on the M60. But it operates 
directly on the sear and this dictates its 
position on the trigger housing. Manipu¬ 
lated only when the gun is cocked, 
pushing the cross bolt all the way to the 
right will place the gun on “safe” by en¬ 
gaging the safety catch against the heel of 
the sear. Moving the cross bolt all the way 
to the left will expose a red line around the 
cross bolt and disengage the safety catch 
from the heel of the sear. If the cross bolt is 
modified to slide back and forth with 
greater ease, gunners will be able to en¬ 
gage and disengage the safety mechanism 
without shifting their hand on the pistol 
grip. Another less palatable alternative 
would be to redesign the safety mecha¬ 
nism into an ambidextrous rotary lever 
system of the .30 Ml Carbine/M 16 type. 
There is no provision for semiautomatic 
fire. 

Let’s take a look at the M249’s furniture 
and firing platforms and see what zany 
comments the U.S. Army has about these 
appendages. The bipod is attached to the 
receiver about 10 inches in back of the 
muzzle and retained by the gas cylinder. 
This compromise location provides both 
acceptable accuracy and a useful distribu¬ 
tion of fire at normal combat ranges for 
squad automatics. In addition, the arc of 
lateral movement possible without having 
to lift the weapon momentarily off the 
bipod, as one must do with either the M60 
or BAR (Browning Automatic Rifle), is 
more than adequate for flanking coverage 
and the engagement of quickly moving 
frontal targets. Command height can be 
adjusted by three positions from 9.5 inch¬ 
es to 13 inches. But the bipod legs need to 
be held more securely in the forearm’s 
storage well as they tend to drop out at 
inopportune moments. 

If the original forearm is used, the M249 
can be mounted on the expensive FN 
“soft-mount” tripod for the MAG 58 
which boasts legs of titanium. A spring- 
buffered cradle diminishes recoil and en¬ 
hances accuracy potential. Nevertheless, 
this complex monument to Belgian en¬ 
gineering is overkill, in my estimation. A 
special pintle and adapter for the T&E 
mechanism permit the M249 to be 
mounted to the more spartan — but light¬ 
er and more useful — U.S. M122 tripod 
(the M2 Browning machine gun tripod 
adapted for the M60). 

Forced to redesign the forearm, FN has 
still not managed to satisfy the U.S. Army. 
The first forearm, fabricated from high im¬ 
pact black plastic, had checkered sides. 
The current forearm is %-inch higher, Va- 
inch thicker and has four longitudinal 
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SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 


1986 PRODUCT LIST 

★=New items 




- SOF T-SHIRTS - 

#1001 — Soldier of Fortune logo, navy or white. $8.95 
#1002 — Peace Through Superior Firepower, white. $7.95 
#1004^ Death Rides a Pale Horse, white. $7.95 
#1005 — Special Forces, black. $8.95 
#1006 — Marines, gold. $8.95 

#1007 — Participant Southeast Asia Wargames — 2nd 
Place. $7.95 

#1008 — Visit Lebanon, Help a Syrian Meet Allah, 
tan. $8.95 

#1009 —SOF/HK, black. $8.95 
#1010 — SOF sport shirt, navy, white. $14.95 
#1011 —Grenada, silver. $8.95 
#1012 — Communism is Contra-banned, red. $8.95 
#1013 — C.A.T.T. Central America Training Team, navy. $7.95 
#1014 — SOF Helicopter, olive drab. $8.95 
#1015 — SOF World Tour long sleeve shirt, navy. $12.95 
-^#1018 — SEAL TEAM, gray. $8.95 

- HATS - 

#2001 — SOF Beret, sizes 6 V 2 , 6 %. 7, 7Vb, 7Va, 7%. 71 / 2 , 7%, 
7%, maroon only. $13.95 
#2002 — SOF Ball Cap, maroon. $5.95 
#2004 — SOF Ball Cap, black with embroidered logo and 
scrambled eggs. $8.95 

#2010 —Official SOF Field Cap, khaki, S,M.L,XL. $21.95 
★#2012 —DPM Caps, S,M,L,XL. Limited supplies left. $19.95 

- BOOKS - 

#8001 — Selous Scouts — Top Secret War. $25.00 
#8002 — Mercenaries Manual. $5.95 
#8003 — Merc: American Soldiers of Fortune. $14.95 
#8004 — Grenades. $5.95 
#8005 — Combat: House to House. $6.95 
#8006 — Knife Self Defense for Combat. $6.95 
#8007 — Basic Stick Fighting for Combat. $9.50 
#8008 — Village Defense, Initial Special Forces OPS. $13.95 
#8010 — Secrets of Underground Organizations. $9.95 
#8011 — Elite Fighting Units. $19.95 
#8012 — Illustrated Guide to Modern Elite Forces. $9.95 
#8013 — Illustrated Guide to Military Helicopters. $9.95 
#8017 — Knife Fighting, Knife Throwing for Combat. $7.95 
★#8019 —Elite: Rhodesian SAS. $25.00 

- MISCELLANEOUS - 

#1016 — SOF Sweatpants, navy. S,M,L,XL, $13.95 
#1017 — SOF Shorts, navy. S,M,L,XL $12.95 
★#1019 — SOF Hooded Sweatshirt, navy. $19.95 
★#1020 —SOF/HK Hooded Sweatshirt, black. $19.95 
#1515 —World Tour Jacket, S,M,L,XL. $49.95 
#5004 — Duffle Bag. $14.95 


SOF LOGO ITEMS 


#7001 — Official Soldier of Fortune Patch — red, white, 
black. $1.95 

#7002 — Official Soldier of Fortune Patch — subdued, OD. 
$1.95 

#7003 — Camo Shield Patch. $4.95 
#7004 — El Salvador Battalion Aerotransportado Patch. 
$4.95 

#7007 — Soldier of Fortune Decal. $.50 
#7010 — Soldier of Fortune Buckle, pewter. $6.95 
#7011 — SOF Belt Buckle, stainless steel w/red enameled 
logo. $9.95 

#7012 —SOF Military-style Buckle, silver. $11.95 
#7013 — SOF Military-style Buckle, black. $11.95 
#7014 — Web Belt for military buckle, khaki, 1V4-in. wide. 
$3.00 

#7020 — SOF logo Lapel Pin, red. $3.00 
#7021 — SOF logo Lapel Pin, silver. $6.00 
#7022 — SOF Beret Badge, red. $7.00 
#7023 — SOF Beret Badge, silver. $8.00 
#7024 — SOF Beret Badge, black. $8.00 
#7031 — SOF Mug, white ceramic. $7.95 
#7032 — SOF Ashtray, white ceramic. $4.95 
#7033 — SOF Magazine Binders. $7.95 
#7034 — SOF Beer Can Coolers. $3.95 
#7035 — SOF Ring, stainless steel w/silver drop logo. $57.95 
#7040 — SOF Coffee Mugs, set of four (4) white porcelain. 
$19.95 

#7041 — “KGB APPROVED” stickers, roll of 10, 1 V 2 x 2Va. 
$1.50 

#7042 — Fallschirmjager: German Airborne Poster, color. 
$8.95 

#7043 — SOF Lapel Pin, gold. $6.00 
★#7045 —SOF OD Zippo Lighter. $10.00 
★#7050 — SOF Luggage Tags. $4.95 
★#7051 — SOF Regiment Tie. $12.00 
★#7052 — SOF 10th Anniversary Poster. $5.00 
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Steiner.. .The Right Gear, The Right Man. 


I trust my Steiner’s. Night wilderness, scanning the bush without having to 
focus. A gigantic elk. Breathtaking brightness. Like someone turned the lights 
on. Brightness is everything, day or night, dawn or dusk. Steiners are many 
times brighter than the human eye. No focusing for distance over 20 yds. 
The world’s most advanced, brightest and lightest military binocular. Perfect 
for the hunter. Feels right, works right, looks right. 



In sporting gbods, marine, photo stores. 

Penetrating Light Power 


Pioneer Marketing & Research 
North American Marketing 
Office for Steiner, W. Germany 
216 Haddon Ave. 
Westmont, NJ 08108 
T (609) 854-2424 
Dealers: 1 (800) 257-7742 


IEIN§S 


grooves on each side. Not good enough. 
They want a heat shield over the top like 
the M60. The following first-line light 
machine guns have neither a forearm nor 
heat shield above: FN MAG 58, Czech 
Model 59, French AA 52, Soviet PKM and 
Bren—and there are many others. On the 
rare occasions weapons like these are fired 
from the hip assault position, the support 
hand should hold the left leg of the bipod. 
When the barrel becomes hot, we use 
either the carrying handle or sling to tote 
the weapon. There is no need for a fore¬ 
arm on a squad automatic weapon, let 
alone a ventilated sheet-metal heat shield 
in the manner of the M60. And yet that’s 
precisely a major part of the problem. 
Neither the procuring agencies nor the 
user have any frame of reference beyond 
their limited experience with weapons in 
current U.S, inventory. 

Confused carping has hounded even 
the buttstock. Except for the steel folding 
wire buttstrap (criticized for opening too 
easily) and a plastic spacer and upper tube 
sleeve, the skeletonized stock is fabricated 
from aluminum castings and tubing. Dur¬ 
ing the SAW trials FN was informed the 
stock was too long. They made it shorter. 
Now the Army has decided the stock is too 
short. They also say the retaining clips fall 
off the upper and lower backplate retain¬ 
ing pins and that the retaining pins shear 
off during airborne operations. I can be- 



Send $3 for our 1986 four-color product catalog. 




Section SH-18 ■ 420 West Main Street ■ Geneseo, Illinois 61254 ■ (309) 944-5631 




Second Generation MIA (.^8 cai.) 

An American excellency 

O nly Springfield Armory offers theT^rFAHtiB:;ilB!^-automat^ ' 

civilian version of the military M14. No other American service 
rifle has earned such richly deserved acclaim for unerring minute- 
of-angle accuracy. Now in its second generation, the MIA is 
developing a universal reputation for consistent quality to match. 
Several different models and optional accessories are available to 
help make one of America's finest rifles even more world-class. 


4308 Cal>s AR-48 bipod. 

aFt^ropeafi design. 

L ike the Belgian-madefADLAR rifle from which it was cloned, the 
SAR-48 is quality “made in the old world tradition.. .and value priced 
in the American way. The SAR-48 is an exact, meticulous duplicate of^ 
the European metric original, but it’s priced hundreds of dollars 
lower. A forged receiver, a chrome lined barrel, and an ex¬ 
ceptional package of “standard equipment” accessories 
all help make the SAR-48 one of the best buys on 
any continent. Ask your favorite firearms dealer to 
order one, then make your own comparison. 
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COMBAT WEAPONS ... 
BECAUSE YOU HAVE A NEED TO KNOW! 



The public's window on international defense 
technology and state-of-the-art weapons and 
systems is COMBAT IVEAPOA/S. 


You don't want to miss: 


HARDWARE TEST & EVALUATION 

• Spectre SMG 

• South Africa’s G6 

• FAMAS Assault Rifle 

CONTROVERSY 

• Sgt. York/DIVAD 

• Bradley Fighting Vehicle 

• AM-General Hummer 

• F-20 Tigershark 


SPECIAL REPORTS 

• Man Against Tank 

• Air Land Battle 

• The Big Guns! 

INTEL-INTERNATIONAL 

• Soviet Chem War 

• Iraq Offensive 

• Thailand’s New AR 

• Advanced Combat Rifle Program 


This and much more can be 
yours — delivered right to your 
mailbox — with this Special 
Introductory Offer. For only 
$14.99 we’ll send you 6 Issues 
Of COMBAT WEAPONS. It’s 
easy, just fill out the coupon 
and your first copy will be on 
its way to you. So, don’t delay 
-- send the coupon in today! 
Hurry! 

THE NEXT ISSUE OF 
COMBAT WEAPONS ON 
SALE APRIL 8, 1986 


I-- 

I COMBAT WEAPONS INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

I 6 ISSUES FOR $14.99 

NAME:_ 

! ADDRESS:_ 


CITY:_ 

□ PAYMENT ENCLOSED 

(MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER) 

□ VISA □ MASTERCARD 

# _ 

Exp. Date_ 

Signature_ 


STATE:_ZIP:_ 

ARCWF6 

MAIL TO: 

SOF’s Combat Weapons 
P.O. Box 401 
ML Morris, IL 61054 

(Offer good In U.S. only.) Please allow 6-6 weeks for 
your first copy to be mailed. Offer expires 12/31/86. 
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DEPT. SOF 
3250 POLLUX AVENUE 
LAS VEGAS. NEVADA 89102 


lieve it We had to beef up the M16A2’s 
barrel because it was being used as a 
crowbar to snap open packing crate straps 
(they insist the M249 barrel also bends 
during what the Army calls “special op¬ 
erations”). The Canadians have added a 
support grip to the buttstock somewhat 
reminiscent of the handle attached to ear¬ 
ly Mk I Bren buttstocks. 

Other U.S. Army complaints concern 
either the ammunition (the M856 tracer 
round is not bright enough and blank 
ammo doesn’t feed out of the assault 
pack) or logistics (no spare barrels) and 
are not germane to a discussion of the 
weapon itself. 

Are there any reasonable alternatives to 
the M249 at this time? I think not. The 
badly flawed Chartered Industries Ulti- 
max 100 simply will not do (see “Sizing 
Up the Singapore System/’ SOF, Octo¬ 
ber ’85). The CETME Ameli (see “Spain’s 
SAW Entry,” SOF, September ’82) is a bit 
more attractive. However, the Ameli 
operates by means of roller-locked delay 
blowback. Since, unlike gas operated 
machine guns with adjustable regulators, 
there is no power reserve to deal with the 
increased fouling associated with the sus¬ 
tained-fire role, these designs utilize max¬ 
imum energy levels at all times with conse¬ 
quent high rates of fire (up to 1,250 rpm) 
and lowered component endurance. 

No weapon system is born into perfec¬ 
tion. From the comparative trials of 1930 
until production of the Mk I Bren light 
machine gun in September 1937, there 
were numerous problems which included 
excessive fouling, faulty ejection, too 
much recoil, popping primers and too 
high a rate of fire. The Bren lives on as the 
finest magazine-fed LMG of all time. 

So here we are, 14 years down the road 
on the SAW concept and the U.S. Army 
continues to waffle in utter confusion over 
the M249. It appears another decade may 
pass before we have a squad automatic 
weapon in general service. The problem 
lies not with this machine gun, whose 
minor deficiencies could be corrected in a 
few months. Unqualified, incompetent 
Pentagon dabblers are attempting to in¬ 
terpret the small arms assessments of in¬ 
experienced, low-skilled end users who 
are incapable of ascertaining what they 
really need. Sandwiched between this 
stale bread is the small group of highly 
professional test personnel at facilities like 
Aberdeen and Yuma Proving Grounds. 
Voices crying out in the wilderness, they 
are largely unheard or unheeded. 

The SAW concept is a sound one. We 
need a lightweight fire support weapon at 
the squad level. The BAR and M14A1 are 
only memories. The General Purpose 
Machine Gun concept has failed. Both the 
excellent FN MAG 58 and the dreadful 
M60 are far too heavy for squad automat¬ 
ics. With an overall length of 41.5 inches, 
the empty M249 weighs but 14.3 lbs. and 
it’s 21.3 lbs. with a 200-rd. assault pack. If 
we address the accuracy problems associ- 


When you can’t pick 


your enemies... 



... choose your 
friends very 
carefully! 


And one of the best friends you can 
have in a tight spot is your Silent 
Partner body armor. 

For $133.85 you can have a com¬ 
fortable, lightweight (1)^ pound) 
T-shirt style amor unit which is 
more effective against handgun fire 
and high-velocity shrapnel than 
even the newest military flak jacket. 

And unlike the flak jacket, whose 
unconcealable military nature 
makes it unwelcome In many parts 
of the world, your Silent Partner can 
be worn undetectably under ordi¬ 
nary street clothes or, in camo, 
under field gear. 
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UNIT PROFILES; 

USMC RECON 
RUSSIA’S ELITE 
SALVADORAN LURPS 
SOUTH AFRICAN 
GUERRILLA 
FIGHTERS 
BRITISH SAS 
THE GREEN BERETS 
AIRBORNE TROOPS 
AROUND THE 
WORLD 


THE MEN 
THE MISSIONS 
THE WEAPONS 
THE TRAINING 
THE ACTION 


FIGHTING ELITE 

YESi Send me SOF’s ACTION SERIES: FIGHTING EUTE. 

My order is below. I understand each copy is $2.50 (plus shipping and handling). 

NAME___ 

ADDRESS__ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

(Payment must accompany order) Quantity (x $2.50) _ 

□ Check/Money order enclosed Postage and handling _ $1.25 

U.S. FUNDS ONLY ^ sales tax (Colo. Res.) _ 

Total amount enclosed _ 

Clip coupon and mail to SOF’s Action Series: Fighting Elite, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 


I 


Overseas orders add $2.00 per copy additional postage. U.S. FUNDS ONLY! Please allow 30 days for 
delivery after print date (3/15/86). Offer expires 9/30/86. 









The Stackpole 

Shooter and Collector Bookshelf 

Featuring the latest and most complete 
information available from leading arms 
and shooting experts! 



NEW! 

Consumer’s Guide 
to Handguns 

by Aaron S. Zelman and 
Lt. Michael L Neuens 
Paperback, $16.95, 208 oversize pages 
Tough, unbiased test reports show you which guns 
are reliable and your best values. The only book of 
its kind. “The consumers report for the firearms world. 
No one should buy a gun without checking this 
guide."-Larry Pratt, Gun Owners of America. 

NEW! 

The AK47 Story 

by Dr. Edward Clinton Ezell 
Hardcover, $29.95, 256 oversize pages 
The evolution of the Kalashnikov weapons, from the 
western world’s leading authority on military small 
arms. Over 150 rare and unusual photographs 
illustrate this story of the most widely distributed and 
best known military shoulder weapon of the post-World 
War II era. Actual Imperial Russian and Soviet weapons 
used as source material. 

NEW! 

Winchester’s 30-30, Model 94 

by Sam Fadala 

Hardcover, $24.95, 224 oversize pages 
More than 130 outstanding photographs and precise 
handloading charts reinforce Sam Fadala's narrative 
about the rifle America loves. The author presents his 
story not only for the 30-30 fans but also for all shoot¬ 
ers. Experience first-hand how the 94 became legen¬ 
dary both on America's frontier and in American film. 
Learn how you can become an expert with this rugged 
little rifle. 

Beretta Automatic Pistols 

The Collectors & Shooter’s 
Comprehensive Guide 
By J. B. Wood 

Hardcover, $19.95, 192 pages 

The Isl and only English-language book devoted 


entirely to the world-famous Beretta, internationally 
recognized expert J.B, Wood traces the history of the 
Beretta from the model 1915 through the present. The 
US military just named Beretta its standard sidearm 
and this book appears at a perfect time to answer any 
questions about the origins and technology of this 
popular gun. 

Parker, America’s Finest 
Shotgun 

A Stackpole Classic Gun Book 
by Peter H. Johnson 
Hardcover, $17.95, 272 pages 
For 20 years, only a fortunate few have been able to 
obtain rare, out-of-print copies. Now a new genera¬ 
tion of collectors and shooters can get a comprehen¬ 
sive look at one of the rarest and finest shotguns in 
history. If you can't get your hands on a Parker, this 
book is the next best thing! 

Steindler’s New Firearms 
Dictionary 

by R.A. Steindler 
Hardcover, $24.95, 320 pages 
A completely revised and updated version of the 
best selling first edition complete with over 200 pho¬ 
tos and illustrations. The definitive reference for 
shooters, collectors, gunsmiths, and professionals 
who need to know all the latest terminology and 
technology of all firearms. 

Poiice Handgun Manuai 

How to Get Street Smart Survival Habits 
by Bill Clede 

Hardcover, $11.95, 128 pages 
“A very worthwhile book, with lots of information in 
few pages. Good reading for any officer, or civilian, 
who feels the need to improve his understanding of 
shooting for real and surviving the experience.”- 
Police Marksman 

“The type of book I wish I’d been issued when I first 
picked up the badge.”-Massed Ayoob, Lethal Force 
Institute. 


ated with excessive barrel float, lower the 
rate of fire to increase the reliability with 
magazines (or delete this feature entirely) 
and quickly product-improve its very 
minor deficiencies, the M249 has the po¬ 
tential for greatness. Let’s just get on with 
it Our troops need the M249 — now. 


M249 MECHANICS 

Chambered for the new M855 
5.56x45mm NATO ball cartridge, 
which uses the 62-grain Belgian 
SSI09 bullet with steel penetrator 
frontal core, and M856 tracer cartridge 
with the longer 64-grain LI 10 projec¬ 
tile, the M249 is fed by magazine or the 
M27 link (a scaled-down version of the 
M13 link used on the M60 and FN 
MAG 58 GPMGs). It is gas operated 
and fires from the open-bolt position. 
As difficult as gas systems are to clean, 
only gas operation — when combined 
with a regulator — can effectively con¬ 
trol the system’s available power to 
match the energy needs of the mo¬ 
ment 

After the bullet passes the barrel’s 
gas vent, gas forced into the gas cylin¬ 
der drives the piston rearward. The 
bolt carrier commences its rearward 
motion with the two-lug bolt still locked 
into the barrel extension. By the time 
chamber pressure has dropped to a 
safe level, a cam on the bolt carrier 
rotates and unlocks the bolt. Primary 
extraction commences only after the 
bolt has unlocked. This slight delay 
permits the case to contract and re¬ 
lease its frictional grip on the chamber 
walls. Gas escaping from the system is 
directed upward into the atmosphere, 
not downward as with the M60, which 
is notorious for its position-disclosing 
dust swirls. After the bolt group 
reaches the full extension of rearward 
travel, it is propelled forward, stripping 
and chambering a round from a maga¬ 
zine or belt, and the process is repeated 
until pressure on the trigger is released 
or there is no more ammunition in the 
system. 

The receiver body is fabricated from 
a single piece of sheet metal bent into a 
U shape with 35 circular ventilation 
holes punched into the sides and bot¬ 
tom at the front end. The bolt carrier 
reciprocates on two steel rails which 
have been robot welded to the interior 
of the receiver. FN factory literature 
states that these rails contribute to the 
smoothness of the gun’s operation and 
its “remarkable” freedom from stop¬ 
pages and breakage. I doubt this, but 
the principle has worked since it was 
first used in the German World War II 
MG42 GPMG. Tripod brackets, gas 
cylinder and barrel mounts, assault 
pack bracket and end plates have also 
been robot welded to the receiver 
frame. Only the magazine well has 


Please send me the books that I have listed below. 1 understand that when I order 1 book at full 
price I can have a 2nd at a 10% discount, a 3rd at a 20% discount and 4th book at a 30% 
discount. If I am not completely satisfied, I may return any book within 30 days in original 
packing. □ Enclosed is my check or money order. □ Please bill my credit card 

□ VISA □ M.C. □ AM. EX. Exp. Date_ 

Card No._ 

- Please include $2,50 shipping & handling for 

1st book and 50<t for each additional book. 
PA residents add 6%, Credit card orders may 

_ call 1-800-READ-NOW. Gift certificates are 

available for the shooter on your gift list. 


Book 1 


Book 2 (10% off ), 
Book 3 (20% off ). 
Book 4 (30% off). 


Mail orders to; 


Stackpole Books 

Department SOF, RO. Box 1831, Harrisburg, PA 17105 
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been TIG welded — to the left side of 
the receiver body. 

To this has been added a hinged 
dust cover for the link ejection port, a 
two-piece cartridge guide pawl, a 
spring-loaded dust cover mounted to 
the right side of the top cover over the 
retracting handle’s slot (taken directly 
from the FNC Carbine — see “FNC,” 
SOF, December ’85), and a cartridge 
indicator whose red flag pops up 
through the top cover whenever a car¬ 
tridge is poised in the tray’s feed way. 

A non-reciprocating retracting 
handle rides in rails robot welded to the 
right side of the receiver body. The 
small retaining pin that prevents its re¬ 
moval needs to be peened more 
securely to the front end of the rail 
assembly. A spring-loaded, pivoting 
bar ejector port is located on the right 
side and the ejection pattern is to the 
right and downward — excellent be¬ 
cause it does not compromise position 
disclosure. However, the ejection 
port’s cover — a spring-loaded piece 
of sheet metal — has sharp edges that 
will cut the hand when the retracting 
handle is pulled rearward. We need 
either a rolled edge on the dust cover 
or the retracting handle moved rear¬ 
ward on its slide. 

The receiver on my M249 has been 
covered with black baked enamel over 
the phosphate (Parkerized) finish, but I 
understand U.S. MilSpec does not call 
for paint. If not, this is a mistake. The 
British, Belgians, Germans and Rus¬ 
sians learned long ago that while 
painted finishes will chip on surface 
edges and soon look unsightly, they 
provide far more protection against ox¬ 
idation in tropical climates than either 
bluing or phosphating alone. 

The M249’s belt feed mechanism is 
essentially that of the FN MAG 58 (§ee 
“Belgium’s MAGnificent MG/’ SOF, 
March ’85) and a fine one it is. The 
system operates in two distinct phases. 
This method, adopted from the MG42, 
produces a smooth belt flow instead of 
a series of jerks. 

The 18.6-inch-long barrels (without 
muzzle device or extension) have s|x 
grooves with a right-hand twist of 
either one turn in seven inches 
(marked ‘TW7’) orone turn in 12 inch¬ 
es (marked ‘TW12’). The flash sup¬ 
pressor flares outward at the muzzle 
end and has six slots around its cir¬ 
cumference. Although adequate, it will 
shortly be replaced by the new M16A2 
flash suppressor (See “M16A2: The 
Final Verdict,” SOF, January ’85). 
There is a so-called Para model that 
sports a 14-inch barrel and retracting 
buttstock. A vehicular model, without 
front sight, forearm or bipod also exists 
in prototype form. To my knowledge, 
no one has adopted either of these 
variants. 

The chambers and bores are flash 


GERMAN MILITARY QUALITY EQUIPMENT 


heavy duty kid leather. Traditional Ger- 
man Luftwaffe greyblue color, signal- 
orange sateen lining. 4 pockets -H pencil 
j/ / holder -I- zipper pocket on left sleeve. Full 

length heavy duly front zipper,- knit collar, 
cuffs, and waist band. An elegant jacket 
of unlimited service life. Available in 
American sizes 34-50. With or without 
national emblems.... $178. 

GERMAN FALLSCHIRMJAGER JUMP BOOTS. The world’s 


WWI-I-WWII and still used by the West 
German Army. 14” high leg. Waterproof, 
Boots of German workmanship. Include fool 
outline with your order, please. Sizes &-13. 
...$ 110 . 

GERMAN FALLSCHIRMJAGER COMBAT 
PANTS. Heavy tearproof moleskin. 5 pckts, 
2 cargo pckts, Stonegrey-olive. Advise 
waist+height with your order. Sizes 34-46 

(corresponding to waist measurements 32"-42”).$32. 

TRADITIONAL GERMAN MOUNTAIN TROOP M43 FIELD CAP. 
Grey cloth. With ear flaps and Edelweiss flower on the side. Sizes 


best! Leather-lined ankle and leg-padding, supporting heel cap, 
completely waterproof. These are only few characteristics of these 

high-grade quality boots. Sizes 6-13.. $100. 6V4-7%...... .$21. 

Orders Shipped Within 24 Hours. Refund, if items returned in original condition within 30 days. Payment: Money Order or 
Certified Check. Postage + insurance extra: Orders up to $50 -F $9. — up to $99 -F $15. — over $100 -F $10. 


TRADITIONAL GERMAN AIR FORCE FLIGHT JACKET made of TRADITIONAL GERMAN JACKBOOTS. Well approved in 



THEDEMA • P.O. BOX 95 • 8173 Bad Fleilbrunn • West Germany 



60 MINUTES OF THE BIGGEST . . . MEANEST . . . 

MONSTER MACHINES EVER CREATEDI 
SEF“BIGFOOT” “USA-1" "ORANGE BLOSSOM SPECIAL" 
“MONSTER VETTE" “PSYCHO” AND MORE! 

Spectacular Car Crushing Races... Mud Bog Runs... Funny Cars... 
Wheelie Trucks... Dragster Tractors.. .In the Hottest Competition Ever! 
Some Go.. .Some Blow! 

THERE^S NEVER BEEN ANYTHING LIKE IT BEFORE! 


ORDER YOURS 
TODAY! 
SPECIAL 
OFFER 
ONLY 


Name 


Sanctioned By. 


Address _ 
City/State 
Zip- 


Indicate:. 


VHS 


□ Please Charge My 

Number _ 

Signature_ 


_BETA 

MasterCard □ 


.Phone 


HGTfmD 


VISA □ 


.Expiration Date_ 


(Credit card orders without signature cannot be processed) 
n Enclosed is my Check or Money Order. U.S. and Canada add $2.50 Shipping 

SEND TO: MEDIACAST TV ^ 3 ., g) 664-8529 

300 W. Washington Satlstactlon Guaranteed 

Chicago, iL 60606 Allow 4-6 weeks delivery 
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SPECIAL OFFER TO 
SOLDIER OF EORTIJNE Readers 


O nly in the new and exciting Conservative Digest will you find 
really inside information . . . penetrating articles by 
distinguished contributors covering the whole gamut of 
conservative issues ... the leading opinions about what’s going on in 
the world . . . exclusive interviews with the people who make headlines 
. . . plus special features on economics, history . . . answers to 
questions from readers, and a lot more. 

Every month, the new Conservative Digest gives you the facts — 
128 pages of them — in a handy, readable format. It is designed for 
the active people who enjoy thoughtful writing but don’t have the time 
for excess verbiage. 

You won’t want to miss a single issue of the new and exciting 
Conservative Digest. 

To begin receiving Conservative Digest immediately just dial the 
toll-free number. 


Call today and use your MASTERCARD, VISA, or AMERICAN EXPRESS. 

^ 1-800-847-0122 ^ b 

1 Year $20.00 od 15 ^ IHI 

2 Years $35.00 

Conservative Digest, National Press Building, Washington, D.C. 20045 
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chromed. In an effort to determine if 
accuracy problems were a result of 
faulty flash chroming techniques, such 
as Colt experienced with early M16A1 
barrels, I had four barrels air gauged. 
The results were astounding. I was in¬ 
formed that the barrels were of the 
highest quality, in fact, match grade. 

A fixed carrying handle has been 
welded to the barrel extension. I don't 
like this and neither does the Army. 
There appear to be two solutions. Re¬ 
move it entirely and sew an asbestos 
pad to the sling or redesign the handle 
so it pivots like .that of the M60. 

Barrels are all phosphate finished 
and there were some problems in this 
area with early barrels. The situation 
has been corrected and FN has offered 
to refinish any barrels that were not 
properly phosphated. 

The gas system is mounted to the 
barrel. A gas control screw and nut, 
mounted in the gas block, can be used 
to adjust the gas flow to the piston. 
After adjustment at the factory, the gas 
control nut is hit with a center punch to 
prevent the operator from tampering 
with the gas flow by turning the gas 
control screw. The gas block is fabri¬ 
cated from HNV-3, a high nickel con¬ 
tent valve steel. 

Gratefully, the gas system has been 
very much simplified from that of the 
FN MAG 58. The gas plug is chrome 
plated to ease maintenance, but is still 
the most troublesome component to 
clean. The gas regulator's two posi¬ 
tions can be set by hand, even when 
the barrel is hot. Under no circum¬ 
stances should gunners attempt to fire 
from magazines when the regulator is 
set to the adverse position. 

Not surprisingly, in the gas system 
and its relation to the action group we 
find elements of both FN MAG 58 
machine gun and FNC rifle. The end of 
the gas plug mates securely to the 
mouth of the gas cylinder which is 
10.25 inches in length. As with the 
Kalashnikov, there are longitudinal de¬ 
pressions around the gas cylinder’s en¬ 
tire circumference to provide a re¬ 
duced bearing surface for the piston 
and permit excess gas blow-by. There 
are two sets of double relief holes 
which direct gas to the atmosphere af¬ 
ter unlocking has taken place. 

The piston head has been flash 
chromed, threaded to the piston ex¬ 
tension and retained by a roll pin. Like 
the FN MAG 58, the piston has a cup¬ 
shaped end. While cleaning this type of 
piston head is a nasty job, it will oper¬ 
ate longer without servicing and pro¬ 
vides a sharper initial recoil impulse. 
The three-component operating rod 
assembly consists of a threaded stem, 
tube and the rear portion which is 
attached to the bolt carrier (slide) by a 
captive pin (held in place by another 
damn roll pin) that falls to the left dur- 



100,000 VOLT 
ENERGY FIELD 


• NON LETHAL 
• STUNS/IMMOBILIZES 
• CANNOT BE TAKEN AWAY 
• INTIMIDATES MOST ATTACKERS 
• AFFECTIVE 15 TO 20 FEET 
• RECHARGEABLE POWER PACK 


SEND $99.50 

To AMAZING CONCEPTS DEPT. SF BOX 716 
AMHERST, NH 03031 • FREE CATALOG 


RUMWnU 


juRBaca^snuKST 



AUTHENTIC U.S. ARMED FORCES 
CADENCE RUNNING TAPES. 

Run farther, faster and easier with 
these stereo cassette running tapes— 
recorded on-the-spot with America's 
finest fighting men. 



Play these dynamic 

cadences ** on your portable 
cassette player while running or 
jogging. It’s the motivating way to get 
back into boot camp shape. 

Marines (two volumes). Army 
Airborne. Army Rangers, Army Infantry— 
each 40-minute cassette sells for $9.95, 
or get a special price on the full set. 


MATCHING RUNNING SHIRTS. 



Gold Marine emblem on red shirt; gold 
Ranger emblem on black shirt; silver 
Airborne emblem on black shirt; black 
Infantry emblem on light blue shirt. 
Highest quality 50/50 blend, small, 
medium, large and X-large. 

SPECIAL BONUS OFFER; 

Buy four running cassettes and receive 
the fifth one free—a $9.95 discount on 
the complete set. 



MORE ARMED FORCES RECORDINGS. 

"Viet Nam”—From the streets of 
Saigon to troops in heavy combat, these 
Nam. “The 
Training of a 
U.S. 


Marine, Parris 

“The Training _ 

Marine,-San Diego”, 45-minute, on- 
location recordings of Marine Boot Camp. 
LP record albums contain booklets with 
photos and text. 


Satisfaction guaranteed on all items. 


RETURN COUPON WITH CHECK OR MONEY ORDER. OR CALL 619-274-3117 FOR COD ORDERS. 


r 

1 NAME 

mit 

QTY. 

PRICE 

mftm 

MARINE CADENCE CASSEHE VOL. 1 (#410) 


$9.95 


MARINE CADENCE CASSETTE VOL. 2 (#450) 


$9.95 


1 ADDRESS 

ARMY AIRBORNE CASSETTE (#420) 


$9.95 


ARMY RANGES CASSETTE (#430) 


$9.95 


ARMY INFANTRY CASSETTE (#440) 


$9.95 


1 CITY STATE 

MARINE RUNNING SHIRT (SIZE_) 


S9.95 


AIRBORNE RUNNING SHIRT (SIZE_) 


$9.95 


RANGE RUNNING SHIRT (SIZE_) 


$9.95 


INFANTRY RUNNING SHIRT (SIZE_) 


$9.95 


^ ZIP 

MARINE/PARRIS ISUND CASSETTE 


$9.95 


MARINE/PARRIS ISUND LP RECORD 


$12.95 


MARINE SAN DEEGO CASSETTE 


$9.95 


1 Offer good in U.S. and Canada. 

1 DOCUMENTARY RECORDINGS 

1 P.O. BOX 99788 

! SAN DIEGO, CA 92109 

1 619-274-3117 FOR COD ORDERS 

L 

MARINE/SAN DIEGO LP RECORD 


$12.95 


VIETNAM CASSETTE 


$9.95 


VIET NAM LP RECORD 
(WITH16PGS OF PHOTOS) 


$12.95 


RUNNING TAPE SET BONUS OFFER 


$39.80 



$1.50 

Calite^ mfdtnb a4tf $%sa(wlait 

1 
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GERBER BMP 

64 40 95 retail I 

y I l7a $150.00^ 


The Gerber BMF (Basic Multi-Function) 
is the one survival knife that’s built to 
Gerber spec’s. With an 8" blade of 440A 
steel (V4" thick, 54-55 Rockwell hardness), 
full tang construction with striking buttcap 
and 13^/4" overall length — the BMF weighs 
in at just 28.5 ounces, complete with Cordura® 
jump sheath and kit. 

Nice touches abound. The handle is cov¬ 
ered with an incredible non-slip “Cushion 
Grjp^“ of Dupont Hypalon®. The sheath has 
removable alice clips. The kit includes dia¬ 
mond sharpening steel and liquid-filled jeweled 
compass (nothing second class about Gerber!). 

The knife is perfectly balanced. 

By special arrangement with Gerber, the Cutlery 
Shoppe will accept orders for knives without saw 
teeth at our regular price. 

For VISA, MASTERCARD and C.O.D. orders call toll-free 

1-800-231-1272 

MAIL ORDERS: Add $2 shipping, $7 outside conf. U.S.A.. $6 C.O.D. 



oppe 


220 N. 9th St. • Boise, ID 83702 • (208) 343-7640 



LEA . . . THE ONLY 

INTELLIGENCE 

CHOICE 

1. THE DARK INVADER For night time intelligence. 
This second generation system can be interfaced with 16mm 

\ or 35mm camera. A proven affordable high performance night 
vision system. 

2. SLEUTH MINI BODY MICROPHONE designed 
for covert law enforcement. Receiver able to monitor six dif¬ 
ferent frequencies. Interfaces with all types of tape recorders. 
Mini transmitters are crystal controlled. 

3. SENTINEL bug detector, features an exclusive 
discrimihation circuit, which permits you to eliminate in¬ 
terference by normal/legitimate transmitters in high signal 
areas. Can be used with the supplied carrier current detector 
to find power line transmitters. Complete with instructions, 
antenna probe, head phoney and carrying case. 

UNLIMITED CAPABILITY/HIGH RELIABILITY 

LEA offers a full range of surveillance equipment, bomb con¬ 
trol, contraband detection, emergency supplies, optical equip¬ 
ment, crime lab supplies, communication systems, crowd con¬ 
trol. and other specialty equipment. Seminars on electronic 
surveillance and countermeasures voice analysis. All of this, 
and more, is detailed in the all new 90 page LEA Products 
Guide. Send $10 00 for each copy, applicable as a credit on 
any future purchases. 



LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATES 

700 Plaza Drive, Harmon Meadows/Route 3 West 
Secaucus. N.J. 07094, (201) 864-0001, 

Telex 642073 LEA BLVL Cable LEA 
Inquire about qur seminars 



ing disassembly. 

An actuator (feed) roller which oper¬ 
ates the belt feed system is mounted on 
top of the bolt carrier. In the FN MAG 
58 manner, it is spring-loaded — as it 
should have been on the M60. If the 
top cover is closed with the bolt inr the 
forward position (they’ll do it every 
time) neither the roller or feed channel 
will be damaged. In addition, the 
spring-loaded actuator-roller acts as a 
self-timing feeder. If the roller is not in 
the feed channel as the bolt moves 
rearward, the second phase of the feed 
cycle will not take place. Thus, rounds 
can never be out of sync with the bolt 
movement. 

The firing pin is retained in the bolt 
carrier by a roll pin which is not easily 
removed. This should be modified 
with a split pin, such as the Israelis use 
in the MAG, which can be withdrawn 
without a punch. Early firing pins 
varied from too soft to too brittle. This 
situation has been corrected. The 
Army has criticized the firing pin spring 
as too weak and easily lost. If the rear 
end of the spring is pushed over the 
small ridge at the base end of the firing 
pin shaft, it will not fall off. Treated with 
normal care, the firing pin spring will 
last a long time. The extractor retaining 
pin system was improved in 1985 to 
provide improved functioning of the 
extractor, longer part life and restricted 
movement of the retaining pin. 

Recoil spring and guide rod ride in 
the hollow operating rod tube. The re¬ 
coil spring is made of long-lasting mul¬ 
tiple-strand cable. Attached to the buff¬ 
er spring guide, the recoil spring guide 
rod also serves as a disassembly tool. 
Threaded to an aluminum spacer, the 
buffer spring guide is retained by a roll 
pin which also fits into two positioning 
grooves on the receiver walls to hold 
these components in place. 

In an effort to smooth the firing rate, 
the spring buffer will be replaced with a 
hydraulic buffer of the type now used 
in the M60.1 doubt this will have much 
effect on the M249’s operation. Re¬ 
markable as it is, the Soviets and their 
minions have fielded 50 million 
Kalashnikovs that do quite nicely with¬ 
out any buffer system whatever. 

Both M249 forearms contain a 
cleaning kit that consists of a three- 
section rod, slotted tip, brass bore 
brush, nylon bristle chamber brush, 
and combo tool for cleaning the gas 
cylinder, piston head and gas plug. In 
fear that they might be used to main¬ 
tain other weapons than the M249, the 
U.S. Army has removed the tools from 
the forearm. 

An eyelet on top of the buttplate 
serves as a rear sling swivel. Holes on 
both the right and left sides of the re¬ 
ceiver, up front, are used to attach the 
forward sling hook. The FN web sling 
has substantial steel spring hooks at 
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each end, but is entirely too short for 
the proper assault position which 
places the gun at waist level or slightly 
below. The sling 1 saw at Aberdeen 
four years ago was the black padded 
M60 type with spring hooks. 

Early pistol grips were in the exact 
configuration as those found on the FN 
FAL rifle. This was soon changed. The 
current grip is larger, not swept back at 
as sharp an angle as the former, has 10 
horizontal grooves around its cir¬ 
cumference, no flare at the bottom and 
a handy, hinged metal trap door for 
storage of the issue lubricant bottle. 1 
think the only other modification we 
need to see here is a larger trigger 
guard. The current trigger guard is too 
close to the trigger. The first time some¬ 
one trips and falls on a rock pile, the 
trigger guard will be bent upward 
enough to block the trigger’s move¬ 
ment. 1 have seen this happen at least 
twice to M60s in El Salvador. 

Overall, the M249 is a logical 
mechanical development of a com¬ 
bination of good features found in 
military small arms of all the world’s 
modem armies. Unfortunately, it is not 
yet a mature system. That is to say, 
there is not yet enough user feedback 
available to perfect the system. This 
process will only occur with time. ^ 


LOSING GROUND IN 
BURMA? 

Continued from page 55 

• December 1983: An alliance was 
announced between the KNLA and the new¬ 
ly formed Kawthoolay Muslim Liberation 
Force (KMLF). Fielding only some 200 
men under the KNLA umbrella and in 
Karen territory, the KMLF was hardly sig¬ 
nificant militarily. But the formation of the 
Muslim group raised the possibility of in¬ 
surgent infiltration of Burma’s restless 
Muslim minority. It also posed the threat of 
financial support from oil-rich Persian Gulf 
states reaching the Karen revolt via the 
KMLF. Rangoon was alarmed on both 
counts. 

• February 1984: A second Karen com¬ 
mando unit succeeded in infiltrating Ran¬ 
goon but was broken up before making any 
attacks. 

The result of the rising wave of Karen 
militancy was perhaps predictable. Some¬ 
time in mid-1983 a top-level decision 
appears to have been made in Rangoon — 
probably by Ne Win himself — finally to 
crush the Karen insurrection. *‘The policy 
in the past has been containment,” one Bur¬ 
mese analyst in Rangoon told SOF. 

The wet season of 1983 was unusually 
active with heavy clashes between the Bur¬ 
mese and the guerrillas (see SOF, April 
’84). But the real storm broke with the com- 





AN/PVS-4t 

Night Vision Weaponsight 
New S4.500.W Recond $3,250 “ 


TRC-3A 

Seismic Intrusion Detection Set 
New $475. “0 


AN/PVS-3t 
Hyper/Mini SigW 
Recond $ l .595 « 


AN/PAS-4§‘ 

IR Weaponsight 
Recond $900.“ 


AN/PPS-6 
Manportable Radar 
Recond $3,000.“ 


AN/PVS-1t * 
Starlight Scope 
Recond $2,350.“ 


AN/PPS-12 
Manportable Radar 
Recond $5,500.“ 


NIGHT VISION 


SURVEILLANCE 


§ACTIVE system (infrared) tPASSIVE system (starlight). 'Infrared light source included. All scopes include bases, batteries, field case, 
operating manual. AN/PVS-4 also includes lens cleaning kit, daylight cover, field carry bag. AN/PAS-4 also includes lioht source, ^ield & 
cable, rechargeable battery, tool kit & spare bulb set. AN/PAS-4 IR Weaponsight not available in California. Prices shown are for scope 
systems only and do not include illustrated firearms/cameras. Mounts and adapters available for most popular weapons and cameras. Please 
inquire. NO FFL REQUIRED. Many additional items IN STOCK in our growing inventory-Please inquire about all your needs, Cash/COD ac¬ 
cepted — min, COD $150.“, Add UPS shipping & insurance; $15 for gunsights; $7.50 for seismic units; radar units shipped motor express 
freight & insurance collect. Shipments outside continental U.S.—call/write. Shipments to P.O. Boxes must use U.S. Mail. UPS deliveries 
need street address. 

STAND COMPONENTS 

(Surveillance Target Acquisition Night Observation Components) 

P.O. 80x6274 • San Bernardino, CA 92412 • Telephones; (714) 882-5789 and 883-2728 Telex: 675537 (STAND SBON) 

Sales, service & repair of IR & I/ll Gen. Starlight Night Vision equipment since 1972. SEND $4 (applicable toward any purchase) for 
comprehensive current product literature. DEALERS—ask for Dealer Package. QUANTITY DISCOUNT inquiries invited. FOREIGN ORDERS 
invited-Please contact our Export Department STANO-the OPTICAL OPTIMUMI 


Extra 


LEAD PELLETS. 


200 P«lt*ts pvr box 
10 boxot por corton 
Ordor No. AC-G62b3 


PER 

CTN. 

2000PEtlET$ 


*7.00 


HI-POWER MODEL 

PELLET RIFLES 

•Smgle Pump Break Action •Adult Type 


•300 Yard Range •5-Yeer Manufacturer Warranty 
••177 Cal. (4.5 mm) Lead Air Gun Pellet 


Mod«l 61 - Order No. AC-61 


*28.95* 


650 FPS 


700 FPS 


* M.OO Postage & Hondling Per Air Rifle SF-04 ORDER BY MAIL FROM: 

MIDWEST SPORT DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 

lucky Street, Box 1 29 f , Foyette, Mo. 65248 

• 9e*poge 

VISA-M.C.-AM EXP. & C.O.D. ^o^oo 

Oil With Order 

24 -HourV ORDERS ONLY 1-800-248-5128 or 1-800-227-1617 Ext. 601 


*38.95* 


APRIL 86 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 89 





























OENUINE EUROPEAN STILETTOS 

Authentic old world styling • Stainless blades • Double locking action 
Handle choice: Genuine stag, genuine buffalo horn or blackwood 
Brass lined • Distinctive blade etching • Smooth action 
German made (Kissing Crane) 

Price includes shipping In the U.S. All others add $5.00. 

30 day money back guarantee. 

Mastercard and Visa. Call (616) 754-6694. 

Catalog with survival knives, butterfly and concealable knives, Apollo 
optics, Mag-lites free with order. Catalog $2.00. Dealer inquiry welcome. 

Price of knives: 3^/a closed.$14.99 

4V2 closed.$17.50 

47/8 closed.$19.99 

When ordering state what kind of handle you want along with the size. 

§reat Lakes T)istrihuting 

600 W. Orange, Greenville, Michigan 48838; (616) 754-6694 





SEMI-AUTOMATIC 


JUST 


EACH 


side mounted, detachable, ten round 
clip you spray pellets into the target as 
fast as you can pull the trigger. 


'COMMANDO 
MACHINE 
PISTOL 


SEMI-AUTOMATIC 


FREE; TARGETS AND 
SO REUSEABLE PELLETS 


This machine pistol version 
of the renowned Third Reich 
weapon fires .22 caliber 
pellets as fast as you can 
pull the trigger. Comes with 
7-shot magazine. 


.22 CAL PELLET FIRING 
TARGET PISTOLS 


SEMI-AUTOMATIC 


LUGER-07 


Each of these .22 cal. pellet firing target v^apons 
looks .Tnd feels like the real thing. Each comes 
with Fh'EE targets and 50 reusable plastic pellets. 
No perr.iit is required, please indicate your age. 


"COMPETITION CLASSIC” 


TARGET PISTOL 


This version of the world famous target 
pistol can fire all 50.22 caliber pellets as 
fast as you can pull the trigger, 50 reusable 
pellets and free targets. 


TO: GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 269SB70 
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 


Yes, please rush me my .22 caliber pellet-firing Semi-Automatic Machine 
Also include my FREE targets and 50 reuseable pellets. I’m 
complete purchase price—plus 95C for postage and handling. If 
satisfied you'll refund my money right away, 

□ SEMI-AUTOMATIC MACHINE tl "COMPETITION CLASSIC" O LUGER-07 
PISTOL SEMI-AUTOMATIC TARGET SEMI-AUTOMATIC 


Name 


Purebas.? price promptly refunded if you are not 
completEly satisfied. Just S4.95 each plus 95C 
each for [lostage and handling. 


Address 

City. State .^Zip __ 

$ Total NOT SOLD IN NEW YORK CITY NO PERMIT REQUIRED 

enclosed_ Michigan staie residents aod sales tax 


NOT SOLD IN NEW YORK CITY NO PERMIT REQUIRED 
MiCHtGAN STATE RESIDENTS ADO SALES TAX. 
GUARANTEED OISTRIBUTDRS, Dept. 269SB70 
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 


ing of the dry weather in November. The 
beginnings were small — a two-battalion 
thrust toward a southernmost Karen border 
trading post at Three Pagodas Pass on the 
traditional invasion route from Burma into 
Thailand. By December a build-up to the 
north opposite key guerrilJa bases and open¬ 
ing moves by battalions of the army’s 44th 
and 66th Light Infantry Divisions (LID) in¬ 
dicated it was going to be no ordinary killing 
season. 

To the surprise of the Karens and observ¬ 
ers in Thailand, one of the most important 
KNLA bases, Maethawa, fell to a swift 
Burmese advance in late January after bitter 
fighting watched by crowds of villagers and 
newsmen on the Thai bank of the Moei. The 
loss of the base drove a sharp wedge be¬ 
tween the KNLA’s southern tier strong¬ 
holds — Klerdey, Maw Po Kay, Mae La, 
Wangkha and Phalu — and the GHQ at 
Manerplaw farther north near the conflu¬ 
ence of the Salween and the Moei. 

After Maethawa, Burmese expectations 
were probably to punch south with a series 
of hammer blows against other bases, over¬ 
run them and so deprive the Karens of their 
taxation points and logistics dumps. Their 
mistake was the oldest in the book— under¬ 
estimating the enemy. Today fielding only 
around 4,500 men, the KNLA is by no 
means the largest of the guerrilla armies 
ranged against the Ne Win regime. A lean, 
disciplined force with all the inborn tenacity 
of the Gurkhas or Pathans, it is undoubtedly 
one of the toughest and most experienced, 

Rangoon’s hopes for a quick kill were 
bloodily checked at the gates of the KNLA 
base at Maw Po Kay. Repulsing repeated 
human-wave infantry assaults, the guerrilla 
garrison sustained a dogged defense under a 
hail of 105mm and mortar fire. 

Terrain favored the defenders. Like other 
major trading posts. Maw Po Kay backs 
onto the Moei and is situated to the east of 
the Dawna range that paralleled the border. 
Attacking Burmese have first to cross the 
densely jungled mountains along winding 
cart tracks — ideal for ambushes. Then, the 
settlement of Maw Po Kay itself lies in a 
horseshoe bend of the meandering Moei. 
With the river forming a natural defense to 
the rear and on both flanks,' assaults are 
channeled into a murderously narrow front 
at the open end of the horseshoe. 

As the 1984 dry season reached its hot¬ 
test, the battle for Maw Po Kay took on a 
symbolism of its own. Widely reported in 
the Thai and international press, news of the 
siege filtered back into Burma on the waves 
of the Voice of America and the BBC. That 
presented Rangoon with a new problem — 
publicity inside Burma about a war the re¬ 
gime would like to pretend does not exist. 
Worse still, there was bad publicity about 
Burmese troops dying in large numbers. 
Orders are believed to have gone out to the 
commanders of 44th LID battalions dug in 
around the base to capture it at all costs in 
time for the annual Armed Forces Day 
celebrations in Rangoon on 27 March. But 
the casualties continued to rise. 
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Burmese frustration was underscored 
most dramatically when on the night of 12 
March some 500 troops threw diplomacy to 
the wind, waded the waist-deep Moei and 
tried to overrun Maw Po Kay from the rear 
— from the Thai bank. An initial clash 
erupted as the Burmese stumbled on a Thai 
Border Patrol unit having breakfast, killing 
two and wounding 17 of them. At that point, 
Ma Po Kay's commander. Colonel Maung 
Maung, decided two could play the same 
game and ordered part of the garrison into 
the Thai bush where they promptly routed 
the Burmese, driving them back into Bumia. 

But if the Burmese army was frustrated 
during the dry season, the coming of the 
rains in May 1984 brought a surprise for the 
Karens — a new readiness to hang in on the 
border at the end of tenuous lines of com¬ 
munication and maintain an on-off pressure 
on KNLA bases by means of sporadic shell¬ 
ing. All of a sudden a significant part of one 
of Asia's most effective guerrilla forces 
found itself tied down in static defense of 
bunkers and trenches. 

Malaria, a perennial scourge in the rain- 
sodden jungles along the border, took its toll 
on both sides. Among the Karens at Maw Po 
Kay it was running 15 percent of effectives 
during the rains. In Burmese ranks, where 
men from the plains have none of the natural 
immunity of the hill people, the toll was far 
higher — according to KNLA estimates, 
around 25-30 percent with a steady attrition 


in deaths. Burmese morale suffered corre¬ 
spondingly. 

Since the end of the 1984-1985 dry sea¬ 
son last May, Rangoon’s two-pronged 
strategy has become a lot clearer. On the 
one hand, along the border the army is hang¬ 
ing in close against KNLA bases, disrupting 
or entirely blocking off the trade in smug¬ 
gled goods across the river and squeezing 
the Karens financially. At the same time, 
the real pressure has shifted back inland 
where the regime is attempting to establish 
control over the village population in Karen 
areas which have traditionally supported the 
KNLA. As things stood at the end of 1985, 
Rangoon appeared to have legitimate claims 
of relative successes in both areas. 

The effect on trade during the ongoing 
fighting and the Burmese presence on the 
border has been devastating. In 1980 taxa¬ 
tion of the two-way black market trade on 
the border was netting the KNU a massive 
monthly revenue of approximately 7 million 
kyat (or about U.S. $875,000 at the official 
exchange rate). Today that has shrunk to 
almost zero. Since the height of the 1984 
border fighting income at Wang Kha, the 
Karen's biggest trading post and an impor¬ 
tant KNLA base, has dropped from an aver¬ 
age preoffensive figure of 100,000 kyat per 
day to nothing. The Karen movement is 
living on its savings. 

Where the military stand-off along the 
Moei has not deterred traders, Burmese 


troops have turned to more direct methods, 
specifically massacring groups of unarmed 
porters carrying smuggled goods along the 
Jungle trails. In late June and early July 
1985, men of the 44th LID’s 6th Battalion 
operating between the KNLA base ofPhalu 
and the government-held town of Kaw- 
kareik were responsible for two such mas¬ 
sacres, according to survivors. On the first 
occasion 12 porters were gunned down and 
a further 14 were killed on the second. 

Controlling the Karen population in guer¬ 
rilla zones away from the border has hinged 
mainly on a strategic hamlet-type program 
that sees army units concentrating villagers 
into larger settlements, fencing them off and 
imposing classic food and movement con¬ 
trol measures. As KNLA sources told SOF, 
the program has affected guerrilla contacts 
with the villagers to some degree, but it has 
failed conspicuously to win any hearts or 
minds for Rangoon-style socialism. 

The indiscipline of Burmese troops in 
ethnic minority areas has long been noto¬ 
rious, involving pilfering of livestock, 
abuse of local women and most seriously 
the pressing of men into unpaid porter ser¬ 
vice with army units that often involves 
accompanying troops into combat. Casual¬ 
ties among the porters are common. Not 
surprisingly, the Burmese soldiers are about 
as popular as bubonic plague. In Karen 
country the result has been a sharply 
stepped-up exodus of refugees into Thai- 
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Our blowgun has a .625 I.D. Constructed of tempered 
rustproof metal, it has a durable black finish. It weighs about half a 
pound and is very strong — a weapon in itself. Our blowguns 
come in 4 models — 2 ft. - 3 ft. - 4 ft, and a 4 ft. take down model. 
We also have a flared 2 ft. extension you may add to any of our 
blowguns for additional length. 

Our darts are mold injected and are ready to use, not kits. Our 
broadheads are steel, not plastic, tike other companies offer. 

Our dart clip slides on to the blowgun easily and each one is 
designed to hold 12 darts. Our mouthpieces are curved to fit the 
mouth and are flat on top and bottom for men with mustaches and 
beards. 

When a rubber tip is placed on the end it becomes an 
excellent hiking stick, cane, club or rifle rest. 

The bayonet spear is round and slides over the end of the 
blowgun. It has a screw clamp to hold it securely. Darts can be 
shot with the bayonet in position. 
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We have commissioned internationally famous glamour artist, 
Terry Twigg, to create this beautiful portrait. We offer 16 x 24 
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land. At the end of 1985 over 17,000 were 
camped along the Thai side of the Moei. 

KNLA commanders see it, the current 
Burmese squeeze along the border and in¬ 
land is building up for the big hit. “TheyTl 
round up all our civilian supporters first and 
block our economic lines,” KNU Defense 
Secretary Saw Gladstone told SOF recently. 
“Then when we grow weak they’ll make 
their big attack.” 

Not that the KNLA has been anybody’s 
punchball. Over recent months guerrilla 
units have moved back inland to hit the 
Burmese along their lines of communica¬ 
tion and in rear bases. Raids have struck at 
targets far from the front including the 
towns of Kyaikto on the Moulmein- 
Rangoon railway, and Tavoy to the south. 
Karen sappers also derailed two trains on 
Burma’s north-south rail axis during the 
1985 wet season. 

The setting up in 1985 of a commando 
force officered by Western mercenaries was 
another index of basic changes in Karen 
tactical thinking. The first time meres had 
played any part in the Karen struggle, the 
venture was aimed at training and running a 
company-sized special forces unit in long- 
range penetration and demolition opera¬ 
tions. The meres were mostly French with 
backgrounds in SF and Foreign Legion 
units; a former Australian SAS trooper was 
the unit’s sole Anglo-Saxon. 

In short, the mere involvement was no 
great success. Four of the nine Westerners, 
interested more in the cash than the Karens, 
pulled out early complaining they weren’t 
being paid enough — or even at all. Those 
who stayed on ran into trouble in a dawn 
assault on a Burmese army position not far 
from the border on 4 October. 

As one of them who later talked with SOF 
described it, the merc-officered units which 
led the attack all but overran the position 
after penetrating the perimeter defenses. 
The assault came unstuck when a regular 
unit of the KNLA’s 7th Brigade failed to 
commit sufficient men in support. In the 
Burmese counterattack one Frenchman, 
armed with an HK 33 rifle, was killed and 
another wounded, while the Australian ex- 
SAS man took a bad shrapnel wound to the 
back of the head. Miraculously, he was 
dragged away as the Karens retreated and 
reached a Thai hospital over 24 hours later. 

He survived. 

The abortive assault left the meres bitter. 
“Our job was to take the position,” one of 
them told SOF later. “So we took it and 
handed it over to the 7th Brigade. And they 
handed it right back to the Burmese.” 

Clearly embarrassed by the affair — 
which predictably got a lot of mileage on 
Rangoon’s state-run media — Bangkok has 
since tightened generally lax security along 
its side of the Moei. Senior Thai brass have 
let it be known that prospective reinforce¬ 
ments for the KNLA from abroad will not be 
welcome and can expect trouble long before 
they reach the border. 

For the record, the KNU leadership has 
said nothing. But privately KNLA officers 
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leather cases available for all HKS 
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No. 105 Single $13.95 
No. 103 Double $18.95 
No. 102 Triple $18.95 (No Flap) 


CORDURA CASE 
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. 22 ^ 

9-Shot 

Model 22-HR 

HKS Speedloaders Fit Nearly 
Every Revolver——is 
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• COLT .38, .357, .22 

• RUGER .38, .357, .44 Mag., 
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• DAN WESSON 

.38, .357, .22 LR., .44 

• CHARTER ARMS 

.22, .38, .357, .44 Special, .22 LR. 

• H&R .22 LR., 9-Shot 


See Your Local Gun Dealer 

HKS Products, Inc. 

7841 Foundation Drive 
Florence. Ky. 410t2 


concede that after four decades of Western 
indifference they’re happy to see a few 
Westerners extending sympathy beyond 
Bangkok bars. Even the New York Times 
credits SOF with raising the profile of the 
Karen movement. 

Along the bottom line, though, runs the 
inescapable fact that the KNLA is facing big 
battalions. More precisely, 30 light infantry 
battalions drawn from the crack 44th and 
66th LIDs and a variety of independent reg¬ 
iments. Recent reports indicate Rangoon 
may also be shifting troops from the Shan 
State where hostilities with the Burma Com¬ 
munist Party have dropped off sharply as 
.Peking moves to improve ties with govern¬ 
ments across Southeast Asia, Burma in¬ 
cluded. Bad news for Burma’s ethnic 
minorities is that Rangoon is now benefiting 
from a respite on its once most threatening 
front. 

Increasingly the minorities are looking to 
their own resources. Since 1976, the KNU 
has been the leading force in the National 
Democratic Front (NDF) that groups 10 
anti-communist ethnic parties fighting to 
shake off Rangoon domination. Over the 
past two years both political and military 
coordination in front ranks has improved 
notably. 

Across Burma’s northern Kachin State, 
the NDF’s most powerful force, the 6,000- 
strong Kachin Independence Army (KIA), 
has stepped up its offensive operations 
against the Burmese army. KIA guerrillas 
have raided several towns and in early 1984 
cut off the state capital Myitkyina from the 
rest of the country. In October 1985, 
Kachins shot and killed Rangoon’s North¬ 
ern Region commander Brigadier General 
Kun Phan as he was leaving Myitkyina’s 
golf course. 

But while hostilities across the north have 
increased sharply, there’s no evidence that 
Rangoon has yet needed to withdraw units 
from the Karen front to bolster its defenses 
in Kachinland. 

At the beginning of the 1985-1986 dry 
season, the KNLA finds itself bracing for 
what may well prove the toughest months 
it’s faced in the last 37 years. If the Burmese 
succeed where they failed in 1984 and roll 
up the Karen border bases, it will certainly 
not be the end of Karen resistance. But the 
loss of the strongholds will cut off the guer¬ 
rillas from easy access to arms and ammuni¬ 
tion purchased in Thailand. Forced back 
into Burma with Rangoon consolidating its 
grip along the Moei, they’ll then be fighting 
on borrowed time. For the Karens of 
Kawthoolay the stakes have never been 
higher than they are today. ^ 
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Incredible survival 
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everything you 
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Our Price Only _ . , 

Special 
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All This For Only ^29»9S Poi'lag^ Handling 

Order No. V70i (Olive Green) Order No. V 705 (Block) 


1. }0'A" overall length blade. 2. S'A” length chromium vanadium 
molybdenum stainless steel, with saw teeth. 3. Anodiied handle. 4. 
With hollow. 5. For the survivol kit, block cap with compass. 6. And 
subjection band. 7. The handle kit is inside a capsule printed with 
MORSE CODE. 8. Water-proof and wind-proof phosphorus matches 
together a striker. 9. Adhesive dressings On the second one there 
are some adhesive opplicattons. 10. A small scope!. II. A lighter 
flint. 12. A pencil. 13. Needle nylon line. 14. Safety pins. IS. Fishing 
accessories with Fish hooks, fishing line and sinkers. 16. The rigid 
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And shackle wrench. 28. Whistle. 29. Wiresaw; Two bars lor the 
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and the plastic that covers most modem 
assault rifles. The furniture on my test rifle 
was covered with clear varnish, but the 
production series will feature a more prac¬ 
tical oil finish. The wood-to-metal fit can 
best be described as generously oversize. 
The metal buttplate contains a storage 
trap which holds a conventional AK clean¬ 
ing kit, used in conjunction with cleaning 
rod attached to the barrel’s underside. 
The buttstock is too short for American 
shooters, but an optional, longer buttstock 
is available. The pistol grip housing 
torques visibly when twisted and needs to 
be more securely mounted to the receiver 
body. 

Sight configuration also remains as be¬ 
fore. The AKS 223 rear sight is a sliding 
tangent type with an open U-shaped 
notch. It’s adjustable only for elevation 
out to 800 meters, but don’t think for one 
moment that it’s in the same league with 
the 800-meter sight on the M16A2. The 
300-meter battle sight position to the rear 
of the 100-meter notch is marked ‘‘0.” 
The hooded front sight is a threaded post 
type, adjustable for elevation zero with a 
Kalashnikov combo tool. Windage adjust¬ 
ment is accomplished by sliding the front 
sight in its dovetail. 

The rear sling swivel is somewhat flimsy 
and mounted for the parade ground, not 
combat, on the bottom of the buttstock. A 
wire rod attached to the left side of the gas 
block serves as a front sling swivel. A stan¬ 
dard ComBloc sling is provided, as well as 
the buttstock cleaning kit, plastic oil bottle, 
bayonet (with no wire-cutting capability) 
and three magazines (one blocked to hold 
only five rounds). 

A 30-round all-steel magazine is stan¬ 
dard, but my sample held only 28 car¬ 
tridges due to a burr inside the magazine 
body. Its follower serves as a bolt hold- 
open after the last round has been fired. 
However, when the magazine is with¬ 
drawn, the bolt group will fly forward. This 
dubious feature should be eliminated, 
since it serves only to impede removal of 
empty magazines. The raised portion of 
the magazine follower also scuffs easily as 
the bolt rides across its surface. In fact, the 
entire magazine needs to be redesigned, 
in my opinion. While heavier and more 
substantial than the Ml6 magazine, bolt- 
over-base stoppages were encountered 
all too frequently. I think the magazine 
interfaces with the chamber’s axis at an 
incorrect angle. Both the 35- and 50- 
round Galil and 30-round Valmet maga¬ 
zines can be used in the AKS 223 without 
modification, but with only marginal re¬ 
liability. But — surprise! — offsetting this 
problem is the availability of a drum that 
actually works. 

Developed with a 75-round capacity for 
the new 7.62x39mm PRC Type 81 
assault rifle/squad machine gun family 
(watch for an exclusive evaluation in a 
future issue of SOF), the drum and 
weapons system were adopted by the 
Armed Forces of PRC in 1984 after three 
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breath gives amazing power! Pierces ’/i" plywood! Rugged .38 cal. o 
aluminum. 135 steel darts, carry case, instructions. Lpfece^ models: g 
2 ft. indoor Mini-gun (not for hunting:) 20 It. range $9.97: 4V2'U. 
Compact,220'range $11.97!5»/i'Popular, 300' $12.97 !6 Magnum 350' 
$13.97! 8'Super-Mag(2-pc.)450' $22.97! Add $3.00! for above T^e- 
Down Camo models ! Extra darts $3.50/100!$5.95/200! $14/500! $26/M! ^ 
bonus Buy 1 guns get 600 darts!sling!quiver!patches!muzzle guard! = 
targetsicarry box ($22 freebies)! Buy 3 SAME-l-cleaning rod-l-900!$32 
freebies!Buy 4 SAME+llOO-l-Mini-gun!$51 freeiBuy 5 SAME-l-1300+ 5 
free 7th gun!$65 freejBuy 6 SAME+1600!free 8th gun!_ ^Add |1.95 post- | 


;un! 30-day moneyback if not delighted! 


_^ _,_^ FroT^ g 

ace! HOUSE OF WEAPONS, INC. Box 794-SF n 


EACH pd gun! 

in Lifetime r^acei jhuush. vjr wjc.Arv^i^c5, oux 
ProvorY^a^W623^Sen^ash^checkAisa^MCJBuYl7/5^^G^^ 
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SUPER KNIFE SPECIAL 

Compare These Prices Anywhere 


Knives Available (Enter number{s) desired) 
Quan, Quan. Quan. Quan. 

1 __. 3_5 __ 7 _ 

2 _ 4 _6 ._ 

Name _ _ 

Address _ 

City _ State_- Zip_ 

Please send card No. and exp. date - 

For MasterCard or VISA call: 

Toll FREE 1-800-423-5023 
Minimum toll free order 3 items. 

Mall to: WALTER V. CORPORATION SFI 
P.O.Box216 • Biloxi, Mississippi39533-0216 
Dealers Inquiries Invited 


Please send me_ knife(s) at the Limited Time 

Offer of S6.9S each or S6.00 each in quantities of 3 or 
more. Add SI .50 postage for first knife and 50 cents for 
each additional knife. Make checks or money orders 
payable to WALTER V. CORPORATION. 

Mississippi residents add O'Vo sales tax. 


SURVIVAL KNIFE & 
ULTIMATE SURVIVAL KIT 


Includes: 6" razorsharp blade, waterproof 4'/2" hollow 
handle, compass, sharpening stone matches, wire saw, 
fishhooks, sinkers, nylon line. Handle and sheath cam¬ 


ouflage. 


BOOT KNIFE 

• top quality 
boot knife 

• surgical stain¬ 
less steel 


• leather sheath 


MACHETE 

• 20” overall 

• 18"edge 

• sleet blade 

• canvas 


HATCHETT 

• wooden handle 

• 15%" overall 

• 2 lbs. 


CAMP AXE 

• fiberglass handle 

• overall 

• 1’^lbs. 


MACHETE 

• 23" overall 

• sawteeth 
on back 


MARINE KNIFE 

• 10V»" ove 

• 5" edge 

• steel 

• sheath 


years of extensive testing. While outward¬ 
ly resembling the Russian 75-round PRK 
drum, the drum’s mechanism is partially 
derived from the Soviet 71-round PPSh- 
41 submachine gun drum, in turn copied 
in part from the Finnish Ml931 Suomi 
submachine gun drum. In its original con¬ 
figuration the drum will not latch into an 
AK-47/AKM magazine well. The importer 
has removed 2mm of metal from the 
drum’s rear latch and the drum will now 
function in all Kalashnikov derivatives, in¬ 
cluding the Valmet series, chambered for 
the 7.62x39mm cartridge. A 91-round 
version is available for the AKS 223. 
Either drum carries a suggested retail price 
of only $149.95—far less than the $300 a 
Russian RPK drum will cost, if you can 
locate one. The 91-round 5.56mm drum 
will eventually be adapted for other popu¬ 
lar rifles, like the Colt M16/AR15 series, 
AR18/180 and Ruger Mini-14. 

Soviet RPK drums must be loaded one 
round at a time — a tedious ordeal. To 
charge the PRC Type 81 drum, in either 
capacity or caliber, first open the hinged 
back cover. Depress the spring-tension re¬ 
lease button at the center of the drum and 
rotate the spindle clockwise until the car¬ 
tridge carrier stops at the end of the spiral 
track. Load five rounds into their slots on 
the outer track, immediately to the right of 
the magazine’s feed slof. Hold the spindle 
and rotate the spring.4ension knob one 
complete revolution. Release the spindle 
slowly and allow the five cartridges to 
move up into the feed slot. Drop in the 
remaining 70 or 86 rounds. Close the rear 
cover and secure the latches. Like a 
Thompson drum, the Type 81 drum can 
be stored loaded for an indefinite period. 
Only six more complete revolutions of the 
key winder on the outside of the drum are 
required to ready the drum for firing. 
While not quite as strong as the Soviet 
RPK drum, the Type 81 drum can be 
loaded faster and stored in a loaded con¬ 
dition. All these magazines and drums 
must be rolled rearward into the locked 
position in the magazine well. Press for¬ 
ward on the flapper-type magazine latch 
to release the magazine or drum. 

As simple as this drum is, it’s still more 
complicated than disassembly of the AKS 
223, or any other Kalashnikov. Remove 
the magazine and clear the weapon. 
Leave the hammer cocked and the safety 
off. Press the guide rod inward to free the 
sheet-metal receiver cover. Lift off the re¬ 
ceiver cover. Withdraw the guide rod and 
recoil spring assembly. Pull the bolt carrier 
to the rear and lift it out of the receiver 
along with the attached piston and bolt 
group. Rotate the bolt counterclockwise 
and withdraw it from the carrier. Rotate 
the gas tube’s locking lever, located on the 
right side of the rear sight base, upward 
until the gas tube is free to pivot up and 
away from the gas block. Rotate the lower 
handguard’s front band locking lever 180 
degrees forward and slide the front band 
forward. Pull the lower handguard away 



RWS Superpoint Pellets 


SHARPEN YOUR 
SHOOTING SKHXS! 


Hard-hitting RWS "Magnum" 
Models 34, 36, 38 — join the classic 
45 to represent the elite of the RWS 
High-Velocity Family. All four fill 
the requirements of the serious air 
gunner looking for the ultimate in 
power, and accuracy — needed for 
silhouette shooting or silent vermin 
control. 


Equipped with a hardwood stock, au¬ 
tomatic safety, precision micrometer 
click sight, interchangeable nylon 
piston seal, and a Full Lifetime War¬ 
ranty. All RWS "Magnum^' Models 
are built with heavy duty durability, 
always a factor in high velocity 
airguns. 

Look for them at your local airgun 
dealer—there are over 40 models 


and variations, a host of high- 
quality pellets, scopes, targets ; 
and airgun accessories. 



Other 

Precision 

Products 

From 

Dynamit 

Nobel 

• RWS Percussion 
& Musket Caps 

• RWS Rimnre 
Cartridges 
RWS Smallbore 
Match Rifles 
RWS Robert 
Cartridges 
RWS Centerfire 
Cartridges 
ROTTWEIL 
Shotgun 
Cartridges 
ROTTWEIL 
Shotguns 
GECO Pistol & 
Revolver 




Write today, ask for issue #5 of our 
”PREaSIdNPROpUGTS" Catalog. 
$2. for 1st class, $1 - for 3rd class, to: 

DYNAMIT NOBEL OF AMERICA fNG. ! 

105 SrONEHURST CT.. DEPT. G1, NORTHVALE, NJ 07647 
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PERFORMANCE 
iND VALUE 


The Auto-Ordnance 
1911A1 Is the competition proven pistol you 
want to own at the price you want to pay. This 
superior pistol Is hand-assembled by U.S. craftsmen 
and finished In a deep rich blue. All parts 
are Interchangeable with the original 1911. 


• 1st Place — South Texas Steel Shoot-Out 

• 3rd Place — 1985 Steel Challenge 

• 3rd Place — Canadian f.P.S.C. Nationals 


See your 
local dealer, 
or send $2.00 
for full color catalog. 


from the receiver. No further disassembly 
is suggested. 

After cleaning, lightly lubricate every¬ 
thing but the piston, and the interiors of 
the gas tube and gas block. Reassemble in 
the reverse order. When reassembling the 
bolt group make sure the bolt’s cam stud is 
all the way forward in the bolt carrier’s 
cam slot before returning this assembly to 
the receiver body. Insert the front end of 
the recoil spring and guide rod assembly 
into the hole in the rear of the bolt carrier. 
Push the guide rod forward until it just 
clears the bolt stop at the rear of the re¬ 
ceiver. Nudge it down ever so slightly and 
set the receiver cover on top of the receiv¬ 
er body. Hold the receiver cover securely 
against the receiver with the left hand 
while retracting the bolt with the right 
hand. The rear of the guide rod will pop 
up into its dovetail on top of the bolt stop 
and into its retaining slot at the rear of the 
receiver cover. 

More than 1,000 rounds were fired dur¬ 
ing SOF’s test and evaluation of the AKS 
223. In addition to bolt-over-base stop¬ 
pages, there were numerous failures to 
extract, stovepipes and several malfunc¬ 
tions caused by empty cases wedged be¬ 
tween the barrel extension and sheet- 
metal receiver cover. All of these prob¬ 
lems can be corrected by minor alterations 
to the system. The extractor spring is weak 
and needs to be replaced by a stronger 




I ^ 


YES, Please RUSH me: 

_Genuine KUKRI 

Knives x $19.95 =_ 

Shipping & Ins. ($2.50) 


($5.00 for Alaska. Hawaii & Canada) 


TOTAL. 


Name _ 
Address 

City _ 

Zip- 


for only $19.95 


Now you can get 
all the heavy duty, 
chopping power the 
famous Gurkha merce¬ 
naries have relied on all 
over the world from Gallipoli 
to the Eaulkland Islands. Put 
it on display or depend on it for 
hard use! Great for survival prepared¬ 
ness, for hunting and camping, and 
popular with military knife collectors. The fearsome 
long blade is hand forged so it will take a keen edga 
Full tang for extra strength with traditional, native hardwood 
handles. Overall—17*’, Weight—1 lb., 6 oz. Brand new! Direct 
from the current Government Contractor in India complete with 
issue leather sheath, 2 accessory knives, ordnance drawing and 
spec sheet and a copy of the actual Government Contract. 

Order Na l-FS-120...AU 


(By check or Money Order) 


VISA, MasterCard, 

Am. Exp., Diners Club 
or C,O.D. Welcome 

Call 

TOLL-FREE 

1-800-241-3595 

Qa. Residefto Call (404) 922-3700 
Order No. l-FS-120 


State 


□ Send me your FREE catalog of hard-to-get, 
hardworking knives & knifemaking supplies. 


Send Your 
Order To: 


AtlAhtA 

CUTLERY 


Box 839 FS 
Conyers, Ga. 30207 


BEWARE 
jOF FAKE 

I Most other KUKRI 
I knives being sold 
I that we know of 
S are decorative 
phonies. You can be 
sure that our 
KUKRIS are 
genuine military 
issue with the 
documents to back 
them up. Atlanta 
Cutlery is the 
ONLY importer of 
genuine military 
issue KUKRIS. 


Comes With The Documents 
That Prove Its Authentic 

Here s What Ymt Get 
With Each Genuine KUKRI 


(D 2 KUKRI 


© Standard Leather Sheath 
With Wood Lining, 
Brass FIttina & Leather Frog 


@ KUKRI From Current ® Detailed, 8-page 
Government Contractor Government Contract 

Used for centuries, this sacred weapon 
is still carried by 
the famous Gurkha 
mercenaries. 
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Enjoy freedom 
of travel. Fly to 
anywhere on 
earth with the 
versatile, time¬ 
less Klepper 
America, the 
world's leading 
folding boat. So 
light and com¬ 
pact, it can go 
onto a plane, or 
into your car 
trunk. It's the 
professional's boat, ideal for the 
beginner. 


A true four season boat, it sets 
up in minutes and Into the water 
for river touring, lake cruising, 
some white- 
water, flsNng, 
sailing, and 
sport rowing. 

Klepper devel¬ 
oped and con¬ 
tinues to lead 
in sea k^aklng. 

One crossed 
the Atlantic. 

Get toknow more 
about these masterpieces. Send 
for your free Illustrated brochure 
and choose the boat to suit your 
travel and water sport needs. 



"klepper' \ folding 

AMERICi^ kayaks 


35 Union Square West, SOF-146 
New york, New York 10003 

Please send information on: 

□ folding boats □ kayaks 
□ accessories 


lcity_ 

I 

I State 


-Zip. 


spring to prevent the extractor claw from 
slipping out of the case’s extractor groove. 
I have encountered the identical situation 
with rifles in the M16 series and corrected 
it with a stronger spring. 

The ejection pattern is erratic: up and to 
the right from four to 20 feet away from 
the rifle. As the rifle fouls the ejection path 
becomes weaker and cases land closer to 
the shooter. This indicates marginal port 
pressure, the same problem experienced 
by the Israelis when they converted the 
Kalashnikov design to 5,56mm NATO. 
The gas vent needs to be enlarged slightly. 
The stovepipes will disappear and the 
ejection pattern will increase in force and 
violence. Kalashnikovs invariably bash 
case mouths and dent the side waJls dur¬ 
ing ejection — but not enough to inhibit 
reloading. 

As expected, felt recoil was barely no¬ 
ticeable. Most astounding, however, was 
the accuracy potential. PMC Ml93 ball 
ammo will consistently fire 2 MOA 
through this rifle. Using Portuguese FNM 
(1982 manufacture) M193 ball ammuni¬ 
tion, Mark Yuen of the SOF Demo Team 
fired a 1.5 MOA group from the sitting 
position at 100 yards. This is simply phe¬ 
nomenal for a Kalashnikov, none of which 
were built with Camp Perry in mind. 

Once its minor idiosyncrasies are re¬ 
moved, the AKS 223 can expect to meet 
with large-scale approval in the U.S. With 
a suggested retail price of only $475 for 
the wood buttstock version — all acces¬ 
sories included — it will provide stiff com¬ 
petition for the likes of Colt, Beretta and 
FN. A folding stock model, which feature 
an unusual folding — but detachable — 
spike bayonet, is available for only $495. 
A so-called “pistol” variant, without a 
buttstock and fitted with a 12-inch barrel, 
is also on its way from mainland China, 
and a heavy-barreled version with an in¬ 
tegral bipod will be imported late in 1986. 

For further information about any of 
these products contact the exclusive im¬ 
porter, Keng’s Firearms Specialty (Dept. 
SOF, 6030 Highway 85, Suite 222, River- 
dale, GA 30274). 


ISLAMIC SPECIAL 
FORCES 

Continued from page 35 

combat swimmer unit commanded by a for¬ 
mer British frogman. 

To the north, Saudi Arabia has a number 
of units which are airborne qualified. In 
addition to the two regular parachute battal¬ 
ions, there are other army parachutists as 
well as special units within the air force, 
navy, gendarmarie, national guard and spe¬ 
cial security force. This diversity stems 
partly from the fact that different members 
of the royal family command different 
branches of the armed forces, and rivalry 


it 

EXCALIBUR 

ENTERPRISES 

#1 IN NIGHT VISION EQUIPMENT 



AN/PAS-4 Infrared 

$900.00 (-HSI 5.00 UPS) 

FEATURES: 

*U.S. Military's best active I.R. weaponsIght *200 yard 
range *4X optica! system ‘Optional adaptors to fit 
commericial rifles 
SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Carrying case ‘Daylight 
eyeshield ‘Nicad battery - C battery ‘Ml 4/MI A 
adaptor 



AN/PVS-3A Starlight 
$1595.00 5.00 UPS) 

LOWEST PRICE MILITARY STARLIGHT SCOPE 
FEATURES: 

*18mm First Generation Reconditioned intensifler 
•New, Improved eyepiece *4X Optical system ‘Quick 
focus sytem ‘Smallest, Lightest Military Starlight 
Scope (3 lbs.) 

SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Daylight filter ‘M1A/M14 
& AR 15/M 16 adaptor brackets ‘Batteries (Replace¬ 
ments readily available) ‘Newly designed carrying 
case 



AN/PVS-4 Starlight 

CURRENT MILITARY ISSUE - STATE OF THE ART 
FINEST UNIT AVAILABLE TODAY 

$3250.00 (-H $15.00 UPS) New w/ Reconditioned 
Image Intensifler (30 day wty.) 

$4500.00 (-I-$15.00 UPS) New w/ Factory New Image 
Intensifler (1 year wty.) 

FEATURES: 

‘25mm Second Generation intensifier ‘Muzzle flash 
protection *ABC and Manualgain control ‘Adjustable 
illuminated reticle with .223 or .308 ballistics 
‘Camera or video adaptor optional 
SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual‘Daylight filter‘Ml Smount 
‘Lens cleaning kit ‘Carrying case ‘Batteries (Re¬ 
placements readily available) 

Excalibur Enterprises 
P.O. Box 266 
Emmaus, PA 18049 
(215) 791-5710 

Send $3.00 for complete catalog 
EXPORTERS 

Contact us for your foreign requirements. 

COMPLETE LINE OF individual and crewserved 
weaponsights. Night Vision goggles and viewers, 
Extensive Parts inventory for Both First and Second 
Generation Systems, plus reconditioning and general 
repair. 
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RUGER MINI 14 


ZYTEL STOCKS . / 

1 2S4 - Pistol Grip Stsitk, black Zylel (as shown al>ov£| . , .$44.95 

1265 'Conventional Style Stock, blaoh fiberglass (jnclmcles handguard) ,45.00 

1235 - Folding Slock, hJack ZytEf w/blue metal ..'67.95 

1235SF Zytel Folder for select (ire AC-556 = t ^ i: ... . .74.95 

1 236 ' Ventilated Handguard, black.^ . .8.00 


1235SF Zytel Folder for select (ire AC-556 = t ^ i: * .. . .74.95 

1236 ' Ventilated Handguard, black.. ,4. . .8.00 

FLASH SUPPRESSORS . . 

1240 - style cage w/winged sight, blue steel .. : . ... $30.00 

1241 f, M-1 6 style cage w/winged &igbt, stainless steel. ...33.00 

>246 r-M-J4 style w/wing'ed srgbt,blue steel .% . . . . . .30.00 

1247 r ^^-14 style w/winged sight, Stainless steel (as shown).33.00 

1248 ' M-16 style sJipon flash suppressor, blue steel .. • • . .19.95 

1249 - Mo 6 style slipon Nash suppressor, stainless steel . .22.95 

TOP IT OFF 

2Minl.;- Armson O.F.G. reflex day or night sighting system w/mount . 1 59.95 

1252 - i/VASP Systems scope mount w/weaver base (as shown) .49.95 

2105 - Wooley Buger all steel folding Bipod (as shown) ... ,48.00 




6alisraclJbn 
^ Jp Guaranteed 

P.o. Bor 1^11-5 Dirt.SF 
Cl DDndLj A A 71731 


COD'S ACCEPTED 
CALL 

TOLL-FREE 


Send SI.00 for 
Complete Catalog 


1 - 800 - 643-1564 


(gLT 

P ' _I 


21|>1 H COLLEGE 
|Sa-1|U3-S«S& 


Ln cpniflcC- Mii-Arfii Co.LtO.. 10969 ■ ^0lSt.. Edm-onlan, Alberta T5H 2S9 


GENUINE Gl 
JUNGLE BOOT 

SIZES 7-14&N,R, W, X-W, 
some Vi sizes 

$ 48.00 

Spike Protective, canvas- 
nylon uppers, leather 
bottom, screen vent 



in arch. 


MASTER CHARGE. VISA. COD'S accepted. 
Send (or our free 9 page price list of other 
Qovernment surplus including camouflague 

Valley Surplus 
Box 346-S 

Tariffvllle. Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 

ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE. PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS.. INSURED. 



/ \ 


RHODESIAN 

COLLECTION 


#8001 — SELOUS SCOUTS: TOP 
SECRET WAR by Ron Reid-Daly. 
$25.00 

#8019 — THE ELITE: STORY OF 
THE RHODESIAN SAS by Barbara 
Cole. $25.00 

#9001 — RHODESIAN CAMPAIGN 
PLAQUES (6). Limited supplies left, 
$30.00 

#9002 — SELOUS SCOUTS 
COLLECTOR’S KIT. Contains 
original issue of Selous Scouts, 

T-shirt, beret, badge and stable belt 
with letter of authenticity. Limited 
supplies left. $100.00 
#9003 — RHODESIAN ARMY: BE A 
MAN AMONG MEN T-SHIRT. S, M, 
L, XL. $9.00 or FREE with order of all 
four items above. 

Include $1.75 per item ordered for shipping 
and handling. Send check, money order, 
VISA or MasterCard to: 

SOF EXCHANGE 

P.O. Box 687, Dept. RC 
Boulder, CO 80306 


between them dictates that each have his 
own elite unit. 

Because of the close ties which exist be¬ 
tween the United States and Saudi Arabia, 
there has been substantial cooperation be¬ 
tween U.S. Special Forces and Saudi units. 

Among the smaller Persian Gulf states, 
Bahrain has a special ops/anti-teirorist unit 
trained by the SAS, while the United Arab 
Emirates has a special forces unit. Within 
the federation, Dubai and Abu Dhabi have 
their own elite troops, and Kuwait main¬ 
tains two commando battalions. 

The two Marxist states in the region — 
Afghanistan and the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Yemen — have special ops 
capabilities as well. One of the reasons that 
the Sultan of Oman maintains his excellent 
special forces capability is the fact that his 
neighbor, Yemen, has at times tried to de¬ 
stabilize the Omani regime. 

Yemen maintains a para-commando regi¬ 
ment comprised of many members who were 
originally trained in Egypt. As of 1975 Af¬ 
ghanistan had both an airborne battalion and 
the 444th Commando/Special Forces Brigade, 
both somewhat depleted due to defections to 
the mujahideen. However, the continuing 
presence of Soviet Spetsnaz (unconventional 
special warfare) and airborne “advisers” has 
no doubt bolstered the Afghan government’s 
special forces capabilities. 

Sometimes forgotten when discussing 
Islamic states is Afghanistan’s neighbor, 
Pakistan. In the early 1960s, the U.S. 10th 
Special Forces Group trained the 19th 
Baluchi Regiment as a special warfare unit 
with one battalion speci^izing in mountain 
warfare, one in desert warfare and one in 
jungle warfare. Pakistani special forces and 
airborne troops saw action in the war against 
India and suffered heavy casualties, but 
since then the Special Service Group (SSG) 
has regained its strength. 

The Special Service Group now consists 
of three battalions, each with four com¬ 
panies. Within the SSG are specialists in 
scuba, HALO and mountain warfare. So 
respected is the red beret of the SSG in other 
Islamic countries that many oil-rich and 
manpower-poor states have “former” 
members of the SSG on contract to serve in 
their special forces. Normally, Baluchis are 
favored for such contract work. 

Another Islamic country which borders 
on the Middle East is Turkey, the only 
NATO member among the Islamic nations. 
Turkey has both airborne and commando 
units as well as an anti-terrorist unit, the 
Ozel Intihar Kommando Bolugu. Turks are 
a tough people, and their airborne and com¬ 
mando troops reflect that toughness. 

Among the North African Moslem states, 
Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria all have spe¬ 
cial operations potential, as does the Sudan 
to the southeast, Morocco’s parachute bri¬ 
gade is based near Rabat International Air¬ 
port, and its troops are readily identifiable 
by their green berets. Tunisia’s Groupement 
de Commandos consists only of about 100 
men, but they’re a well-trained special 
ops/anti-terrorist unit. In addition to a para- 
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DIRECT FROM 
U.S. OPTICS ^ 
QUALITY SUNGLASSES 
AT FACTORY PRICES 


Each pair features; Impact resistant lenses • 
Handcrafted • Polished glass lenses • Hardened 
metal frames • No non-sense guarantee. 
FREE-limited time only-deluxe velour lined case 
with each pair of glasses ordered (a $3,00 value). 
Credit cards accepted. Dealer inquiries invited. 
NOTICE; Don1 be fooled by cheap Imitations. 
These glosses are made exclusively for U.S. 
Optics'^ To make sure you get the best order 
now and If not completely satisfied return for 

refund within 30 days. ® Copyright 1985 U S Optics™ 


style/1C 




Only 

$7.95 


World Famous Pilot’a Glasses 

Specify gold or silver frames. 

A $20.00 value only $7,95.2 pairs for $14.00. 



Aviator Teardrop Flight Glasses 

Flexible cable temples, gold frames. 

A $20.00 value only $9.95.2 pairs for $18.00. 


Only 

$9.95 


Style 



Standard Aviator Glasses 

Traditional stems, gold frames. 

A $20.00 value only $9.95.2 pairs for $18.00. 


Only 

$9.95 


Style #4C 

t 



Only 

$14.95 


Professional Driving & Shooting Glasses 

Wide angle amber lenses brighten visibility, gold frames. 
A $30.00 value only $14.95.2 pairs for $28.00. 


Style 


Only 

$14.95 


Lenses darken outdoors, change back to lighter tint indoors, 
gold frames. A $30.00 value only $14.95.2 pairs for $26.00. 



Style ma 



Only 

$14.95 


Change-A-Matic 
Flight Glasses 

Lenses darken outdoors, change back to lighter 
tint indoors, gold or silver frames. 

A $30.00 value only $14.95.2 pairs for $28.00. 


To order send check or money order to 
U.S. Optics': Dept. 232, P.O. Box 724808, Atlanta, Georgia 30339. 

Credit card customers please fill in card f and Exp. Date. 


Style # 

Quantity 

Frame Color 

Price 











_ 1 



Add Postage Handling and Insurance SI.00 per pair $ 
Total $. 

Credit card orders may call Toll Free 1-800-258-8855. 
Georgia residents call 1-404-422-0938. 


Visa or Master Charge 


Exp. Date 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


2ip 


FREE case with each pair. 


chute battalion, Algeria also maintains up to 
a dozen desert commando units who are 
trained for a variety of ops in that sea of 
sand. 

Sudan’s 144th Parachute Battalion repre¬ 
sents that country's unconventional warfare 
capability, and within that unit is a LRRP 
detachment which also functions as the 
national anti-terrorist unit. Although details 
are classified, this Sudanese unit carried out 
a classic hostage-rescue mission which 
would have made the SAS, Delta. GSG-9, 
or any other Western hostage rescue unit 
proud. 

There's little doubt that the quality of 
these Islamic elite units varies greatly from 
country to country. A few — the Sultan of 
Oman’s special forces, Syrian commandos, 
the Jordanian special forces and the Paki¬ 
stani SSG — are true elites by anyone’s 
standards. Others can only be considered 
elite when compared to the standard of the 
rest of their country's military forces — in 
some instances little more than an armed 
rabble. 

Strategic planners as well as U.S. combat 
troops had better take them all seriously, 
either as potential allies or adversaries, if 
they expect any kind of military success in 
the Middle East. 

After all, they do have the home court 
advantage. ^ 


TERROR IN BOULDER 

Continued from page 32 

running away. So much for so-called peace¬ 
ful intent. As it turned out, neither the staff 
nor most of the news media could hear much 
of their electronically amplified propagan¬ 
da. Their cant was drowned by heavy equip¬ 
ment being used by a construction crew 
putting a new roof on SOF headquarters. 

Now act one of this little circus is over. 
Act two will surely follow as congressional 
authorization for humanitarian aid to 
Nicaraguan Freedom Fighters is scheduled 
to expire in March. President Reagan is 
expected to ask Congress for a renewal of 
military aid. Capitol Hill observers think 
Reagan may have the votes he needs in the 
Democrat-controlled House of Representa¬ 
tives, especially after House Democrats 
were sorely embarrassed in 1984 by Nicara¬ 
gua's President Daniel Ortega. The day af¬ 
ter Congress repealed military aid to the 
anti-Sandinista guerrillas, Ortega flew to 
visit his ideological mentors in Moscow to 
ask for an increase in Soviet military aid. 

Topping the hidden agenda of the peace 
movement in the United States is their num¬ 
ber-one priority; to preserve the Soviet 
toehold in Nicaragua at all costs and nurture 
it into a solidly established presence so it 
can serve as an expanding base of opera¬ 
tions to forcibly export Marxist revolution 
to other parts of Latin America. Immediate 
targets include El Salvador. Guatemala, 


^^NE, 

The New England Collectors Society 
Presents 



• Available in a single, limited edition of 9500 serf 
ally numbered sculptures. 

• Hand-finished to the rich luster of classic bronze. 

• Available exclusively from the New England Collec¬ 
tors Society. 

A magnificent original work in the 
great tradition of classic bronze sculpture. 

In a special tribute to the symbol of America's freedom 
and independence, the New England Collectors Society 
is proud to announce ‘The American Eagle," by George 
de Lodzia. 

‘The American Eagle" dramatically portrays our na¬ 
tional symbol in an exceptionally detailed sculpture of 
museum quality coid-cast bronze. This modern method 
captures even finer detail than traditional hot-cast bronze. 
Each sculpture is individually cast from a special blend 
of powdered bronze and resins, then hand-finished with 
a sculptor's patina to the distinctive luster of classic 
bronze. 

Each "American Eagle" will be individually serially 
numbered and hallmarked. A Certificate of Authenticity 
will accompany the work. The edition will be strictly 
limited to only 9500 pieces. Once the edition has closed 
all molds will be destroyed forever. 

To reserve the American Eagle, simply return the 
reservation application. 

The New England Collectors Society is a subsidiary of Reed & 
Barton SHversmiths, makers of fine metal products since 1824. 


G\rS? The New England Collectors Society aooik 
IjMj) 237 Saw Mill Road, PO. Box 414 
West Haven, Connecticut 06516 
Please accept my reservation for ‘ 'Ttie American Eagfe" crafted 
in cold-cast bronze at $95* plus $3.00 for shipping and handling. 

I understand I need send no money now. 

Please check one: 

□ When my sculpture is ready for shipment, I will be billed for 
my deposit of $24.50’ and, after shipment, for the balance in 
three monthly installments of $24,50* each, 
n I would like my four equal payments of $24.50* charged to 
my credit card as follows: 

n MASTERCARD □ VISA □ AMERICAN EXPRESS 

Credit Card Number____ 

Expiration Date____ 

Signature _____ 

Name____ 

Address___ 

City_ 

State___Zip_ 

‘Connecticut residents add 7. 5% tor state sales tax. 

Telephone TOLL FREE 1-800-B24-7B88. Operator 
UA number 58 for fastest service on charge card orders. 
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NEW-for Steel Shot 

MODEL‘C STEEL SHOT r\ 

Fits the same re-loading -4|yUdy|J|r 
machines as the Universal ■ 

Charge Bars Model “C” 

To be used with 
Steel Shot Kits; 

sold separately. MODEL ‘D’ 

CAN. Pal No. For the MEC 650, Grabber, 

Hustler and Hydromec 
MODEL ‘C’ 

For the MEC 600 Jr., 700 Versamec, Sizemaster 77, 
MEC 600, 400, 250 and 250 Super Reloaders, Mark 5, 
and the Texan LT, GT and TW models Made of 
Suggested Retail precision dIe-cast zinc, Fully adjustable: Powder 
from 12 grs. to 55 grs., Shot from V 2 oz. to 7>k oz. 

' f f f f ’ Complete with powder and shot-chart and 

- Lead Shot $19.95 ea. ^ ^ ^ 

■.eau ^ 5 Guarantee 


For more information write to: 
Multi-Scale Charge Ltd., Dept. SOF-486 
P.O. Box 309, LPO 
Niagara Falls, N.Y. 14304 


Powder I I f 111 

Baffle '-n r Vtf 

For MEC / M 

Shotshell f f 

Loaders |j || 

Made of dIe-cast zinc. 

Produces even powder-density, and 
therefore consistent charges. 
Suggested Retail $5.75 


NEW 6 FT. TAKE - DOWN BLOWGUN 

SURVIVAL WEAPON SILENT POWERFUL 

B^K GUARANTEE ^EW SAFETY MOUTHPIECE inquiRIk'wELCOME 


Bore-Lock Cone Darts 
$10.00 per 100 


IMMED. 

DEL. 


usands a 
idy sold! w 


Selling for $50.00 
in Europe 
U.S. Price $24.98 




Our guns come 
fully assembled. 
Not a kit that 
you have to put 
together.^^ 


Beaded Darts 
$3.50 per 100 


Broadhead Tips 
$10.00 per 100 
(5 free with gun) 





You get combined: 
2' Blowgun 
3V^' Blowgun 
AW Blowgun 
6' Blowgun 


Don't be fooled by 
other's low prices. 
This is the finest 
Blowgun on the market 


All for $24.98 
plus 125 free darts 
plus carrying tube 


Free with each 
Blowgun 
j100 Bead Darts 

I & 

25 Cone Heads 


^The NEW 4-in-1 Yaqua 6' Take-Down Blowgun combined. Through 
modern engineering comes the first blowgun of its kind! Super Speed! 
Low Friction! Dart flies out of chamber as never before. Great for hunters, 
backpackers, hikers or any sportsman. Astound friends! Has range up to 
200 ft. Can pierce Vz” wood. NOT A TOY, dart Is spring steel. Cfever kit 
lets you adjust dart for large game or small. Kills varmits. Caliber is .40. 
Safety mouthpiece is rubber of patented design. Material Is camouflaged 
aluminum. Comes in Its own carrying tube. Complete with 125 dart kit. 
$24.98 plus $2.00 postage & handling. Buy 3 guns, get 500 darts FREE. 
Order by mall from: (PROHIBITED IN CALIFORNIA) 

Midwest Sport Distributors, Inc. 

(FORMERLY EXOTIC SPORTS, INC.) 

lucky 8t. Box 128 F Fsycttc, Mo. 65248 


™8Ssr»-l VISA, M. C.. AM. EXP.6 C.O.D. 
^^TDLl FREE 24 HRS.-ORDERS SNIY 
l-8GG-248-5l28or 1-866-227-1617 ext. 681 

' Dealers buy 12 units for only M65 pluc pottage_ 


Mexico and Colombia. 

Leading the movement against U.S. in¬ 
volvement in Central America — groups 
that claim to promote “peace” while 
actually aiding and abetting communist rev¬ 
olutionary causes — are Witness for Peace 
(WFP), the Committee in Solidarity with 
the People of El Salvador (CISPES), the 
Ecumenical Program for InterAmerican 
Communication and Action (EPICA) and 
the National Network in Solidarity with the 
People of Nicaragua (NNSNP). NNSNP 
has even received direct fund-raising assis¬ 
tance from members of Congress such as 
U.S. Rep. Patricia Schroeder, a Denver 
Democrat who sits on the House Armed 
Services Committee. Comrade Schroeder 
has solicited thousands of dollars to help 
Nicaragua’s Marxist regime. 

In the final installment of this two-part 
report, Soldier of Fortune will present the 
findings of its investigation into these 
groups which oppose efforts by the U.S. 
government and private sector to thwart the 
spread of communism in Central America. 
If this report provided a chuckle or two on 
the low-level peons and dupes that carry out 
the propaganda bidding of their unseen po¬ 
litical masters. Part II is decidedly not fun¬ 
ny. SOF will provide the names of U.S. and 
Nicaraguan citizens working to exploit the 
peace movement on behalf of Marxist 
causes; when, where and how they started 
their campaigns; and how these organiza¬ 
tions overlap. We will present inside evi¬ 
dence on how they are directly controlled by 
government security agencies in Nicaragua 
and Cuba. 

Watch for the ugly truth in next month’s 
Soldier of Fortune. 


WAR IN ANGOLA 

Continued from page 58 

and see. Resolution of the South West Afri¬ 
ca/Namibia issue hinges on the withdrawal 
of foreign troops from Angola, and that is a 
condition Fidel Castro and his Soviet men¬ 
tors are not prepared to meet — at least to 
Pretoria’s satisfaction. Luanda, at least for 
the time being, is also unwilling to oust 
SWAPO from its territory, thereby provid¬ 
ing the South Africans with just cause for 
cross-border incursions into Angola. 

For a variety of reasons including mineral 
wealth and geographic proximity (both to 
Angola and the Republic), the South Afri¬ 
cans are loath to let South West Africa sum¬ 
marily slide under SWAPO/MPLA (read 
Marxist) influence. It has become a costly 
war for South Africa in terms of money, 
equipment and manpower, and has earned 
them continual castigation from the United 
Nations and the international news com¬ 
munity. 

Yet Pretoria is prepared to hold out for as 
long as it takes and that may prove to be 
UNITA’s best hope for a victory in Angola. 
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Jonas Savimbi and P. W. Botha may be 
strange bedfellows, but without more solid 
support from Western nations, UNITA has 
no place else to turn. And the reality of 
Savimbi’s bid for a free Angola transcends 
ideological barriers. ^ 

BRAVO FOR BRAVO 

Continued from page 67 

there before, they certainly weren’t now. 
My coming must have scared them back 
into the shadows. 

Yet their sergeant major. Bob Parks of 
the 3rd Battalion, 7th SFGA in Panama, had 
only recently told me: “These young Green 
Berets today have all got a 007 complex. 
They like to play the game. If there were 
Green Berets at Palmerola, I’d tell you. 
Hell, we don’t have anything to hide!’* 
Somehow I believe him. There didn’t 
appear to be a Special Forces requirement at 
Palmerola. 

Palmerola is nestled in a valley some 
2,000 feet above sea level, 5,000-foot peaks 
rising around it. Air entry into the valley is 
north to south, with its approaches no less 
heart-stopping than it is landing anywhere 
else in this mountainous country. On the 
day I arrived the wind was wafting straight 
down the runway at a pleasant eight knots, 
75 degrees in the shade and only slightly 
humid — good parachuting weather. It was 
a fine day to take your hat off and lie in the 
sun. 

It’s not always that nice, though. When a 
wind picks up it whistles through the valley, 
sometimes at high force, vacuuming up ev¬ 
erything not tied down and dusting the 
whole area with powdery red laterite used to 
build temporary roads and runway over¬ 
runs. If the wind doesn’t lift up the dust, 
whirling helicopter blades of the Hueys, 
Chinooks and Blackhawks do. They depart 
somewhere to the south on a mysterious 
mission then return later, trying to sneak 
back in as if they’d never been gone. To me, 
they were the one single entity that gives 
rise to the mystery of Palmerola. 

“Where do these birds fly?” I asked, and 
not waiting for an answer, I quickly took a 
shot of the CH-47 Chinooks sitting on their 
pads. No one tried to stop me this time. I 
later learned the CH-47s belonged to a 39- 
man unit from Company D, 34th Support 
Battalion, 6th Air Cavalry Combat Brigade 
out of Fort Hood, Texas. Their unit had 
been here since June and they would depart 
in October. A routine cargo-hauling job, I 
presumed. Wrong. 

. They also airlifted the Honduran airborne 
for its practice jumps. I immediately asked 
if it was possible to jump with the Hon¬ 
durans the next morning. My parachuting 
qualifications as a former Golden Knight 
were well-known. 

“We don’t pose any objections,’’ the 
Americans said, “but the Hondurans ... 




$17.50 

THE 

ANARCHIST 

COOKBOOK 

by William Powell 


The original, once restricted, now available. 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

State of the art investigative/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. "Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;" NBC News states... S33.00 

W $6.95 REG. $14.95 

THE CROSSBOW 
y ^ BOOK 

Detailed info on history, use in hunting and target, design, 
shooting technique, types of mechanism and a chapter on 
constructing your own crossbow. Hardback. 138 pgs., 21 
photos. 23 drawings printed at S14.95. 


$11.95 

MERCENARY’S 
MANUAL 
,V0L. II 

edited by Robert K. Brown 


This technical book is the condensation of manuals, books, 
Interviews. ARTICLES, and personal experience dealing with 
aipKt of the profession and is intended to broaden the 
and contribute to the survival of soldiers and marcs, 
fapirtiok. 324 pgs., 300 photos & drawings. 
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my wife -YES 
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MtrUKTDf WE MAKE MONEY 
my gun NtVbK! THE OLD FASHIONED WAY 

.WE STEAL IT! 
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to designs. Adult sizes S. M. L. XL. 
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$14.95 for 2 
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125 Liberty St. 
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YOU DONT NEED 
CASTRO’S PERMISSION 

, TO SMOKE CUBAN-SEED HANDMADE CIGARS! J 


HANDMADESFORTHE MAN 
WHOTHOUGHTHE 
COULDN’T AFFORD THEM! 


GIFT IDEA! 

SEND CIGARS 
TO A FRIEND 


rn send them to you from Tampa, the fine 

cigars in my new Silver Medallion ''ilr y j 

Sampler and enjoy a wonderful new f c A -A IF / m 

smoking sensation, ril include a gener- '/ Jjf j 

ous sampling of Honduras handmades / r Y w r ^ 

plus a nice selection of vintage-leaf, t. m 

long-filler and cut filler cigars, all per- ^jf jIt 

feetty blended for mildness and flavor. ^| 

These superb smokes are made with expertly blended Cuban- 5i, a r 

seed-leaf tobaccos grown and cured the old Cuban way in Honduras 

from seed smuggled out of Cuba. They’re mild, flavorful and extremely satisfying 

to the cigar smoker who's looking for something new, something better, something 

exceptionally tasty. Experts can't tell them from Havana. You won't be able to either, when 

you tiy them. Natural wrapper. If you’re ready for a luxuriously enjoyable smoking experience, try them now. 


MY OFFER TO 
CIGAR LOVERS 

Til send you postpaid a selection 
of 42 factory-fresh cigars—a 
special selection of Honduras 
handmades, vintagO’leaf long- 
filler and cut filler smokes, if 
these cigars aren't all you ex¬ 
pected, return the unsmoked 
ones by United Parcel or Parcel 
Post within 30 days and I'll 
refund your money. No ques¬ 
tions asked. Your delivered cost 
is only $10.90 for 42 factory- 
fresh, Cuban-seed-leaf cigars 


\ 


r~To order, fill in and mail coupon to B-sd 

I THOMPSON CIGAR CO. 

I 5401 Hangar Ct., Dept. B449, Box 30303, Tampa, FL 33630 
O.K., TOM! Ship me the Silver Medallion Sampler under your money- 
I back guarantee for only $10.90. 

I □ Check for $10.90 enclosed (Fla. residents add 5% sales tax) 
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I □ MasterCard □ Diners Club 
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STOP! 


Any assailant with upalm size( 
instant protection Iwith 
telescoping steel 
coils. 


Includes 
pocket 
clip & 
hand 
strap 


Original patent made in West 
Germany. Gun blued. Flexible 
steel coils extend instantly 
with a flick of the wrist. 

SPECIFICATIONS: 

BLITZ: SVe" closed, 13V4" 
open, 5V2 oz. 

SlPO: 6" closed, 16" 
open, 10 oz. 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

BLITZ: s1 0 ^PLUS 2.00 

QIPn- SHIPPING 

OirU. $ I 51 PLUS 2.00 SHIPPING 

TO ORDER I Send check or money order to -I 
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Dealer ana volume tiuyer 
tnquines mvited 


,(818) 842-4094. 
P.O. 80x3111 Dept. SOF 8(4) 
Burbank. CA 91504 


THEY NEED 

YOUR HELP 

Soldiers go into combat with worn-out boots, 
thin socks, no cleaning gear for their riOes. 
no poncho or poncho liner against torrential 
rains and worn-ou.t web gear. They're troop¬ 
ers in the Salvadoran. Army and Micaraguan 
freedom fighters. Being brave, tough and 
willing isn't good enough without basic 
equipment. They need: 

Combat Boots 
Boot Socks • Uniforms 

Cammie. fatigue or khaki (medium and small 
oriLY: These people are small) 

Rifle/MG Cleaning Gear 
Web Equipment 

(pistol belts. LBE suspenders, pouches for 30-r, 
Iil6 magazines, canteens, canteen covers, etc.) 

Lensatic Compasses 
Ponchos/Poncho Liners 
Field Jackets • K-Bar Knives 
Field Dressings 

Send the above equipment or your cash dona¬ 
tion to: 

EL SALVADOR/ 
NICARAGUA 

DEFENSE FUND 
c/o Soldier of Fortune 

Attn: Nr, Donald 

UPS; U.S. MAIL; 

5735 Arapahoe P.O. Box 693 

Boulder. CO 80303 Boulder. CO 80306 

Please include a packing list and name of donor 
with all donations. Also, indicate whether or not 
you would like this information printed. 

Oonation» not tax deductible. (We haven't convinced the IRS that 
killing communist 1$ a "charitable or educational ' activity.) 

We'll see that they get to the fighting units that are defending 
your and our freedom. Do It NOW and pass the word to your 
friends. 


well, they say you’re an honored guest in 
their country and if anything happened to 
you, if you got injured ...” 

When I saw the drop zone the next morn¬ 
ing, it was just as well. My old legs don’t 
take hard PLFs anymore. 

One of Palmerola’s DZs is located about 
20 klicks from the base, a 30-second field 
that serves as a grazing pasture for about 
250 cattle, all of them with long, sharp 
horns. In addition, irrigation and drainage 
ditches cross and crisscross the mansonita 
brush-filled field, making it desirable to 
have a steerable parachute. 

The “Rakassans” of the 187th Parachute 
Regirrient stationed in Panama, who would 
be jumping in to provide, replacement per¬ 
sonnel, had those — MC-ls, really nothing 
more than an oversized canopy with T-slots 
similar to the sport parachute version called 
the “Conquistador.” 

They came in first from the north, about 
four minutes out. They’d been sitting in 
canvas seats for almost three hours, equip¬ 
ment jammed up under their chins and para¬ 
chute harnesses cutting at their crotches. It 
isn’t a pleasant way to fly from one point to 
another. At four minutes, the “sticks” were 
on their feet. Doors were open and everyone 
was filled with that coursing adrenalin that 
makes airborne soldiers stand tall. 

But the C-130 was on the wrong track and 
the ground controllers told him that. The 
Here changed direction, got the green 
smoke, and started dumping his 35 troopers 
in three passes. There were supposed to 
have been much more than that as these 
paratroops would be taking over security 
duties at mysterious Tiger Island, another 
joint operation nearby. I started forming 
questions in my mind about their mission, 
and that’s about as far as they went. 

The p^chute jump went without inci¬ 
dent, but they wouldn’t let me talk to any of 
the jumpers except to give them posing in¬ 
structions. When 1 left the field the sticks 
were rolling up their chutes, and heavily 
burdened with combat equipment, the infan¬ 
trymen loaded onto trucks. Tiger Island had 
to be somewhere too far away to walk to it. 

These men were from Company C, 
187th, there to relieve Company B, and the 
same number of men came out as went in. 
All were destined for Tiger Island and all 
were grunts. They had to be a security force, 
but security force for what? I couldn’t get 
the answer to that. 

Tuesday morning, 48 hours after I had 
arrived, I was winging out again. The heavi¬ 
ly burdened C-130 raced down the 10,000- 
foot concrete runway, wheels bouncing, 
then finally lifted off. The door was open 
and I walked over to it, camera ready. Pal- 
merola was below me, a spidery mark on the 
earth’s surface. I aimed the long lens in that 
direction and almost clicked the shutter. 

“Aw,' what the hell,” I said to myself, 
putting the lens cover back on. Who’s going 
to believe that’s Palmerola, anyway? It’s 
just some old dingy base in the middle of 
nowhere, a bunch of Americans busting 
their keesters for an unappreciative audi¬ 


ence. 

And who was I to blow their cover? 


FULL AUTO 


Continued from page 26 

to the M3/M3A1 barrel by means of a 
wingnut clamp. In emulation of Ger¬ 
man experiments with the StG44 
assault rifle, an M3A1 was assembled 
after World War II with a curved barrel. 
It was not developed beyond the pro¬ 
totype stage. 

At the behest of the Office of 
Strategic Services (OSS), 1,000 
ported barrels with 48 holes in each 
were fabricated by Guide Lamp and 
furnished to High Standard, which 
assembled sound suppressor compo¬ 
nents for each barrel. Not quite as 
effective as the contemporary Mkll 
Sten, this suppressed M3 has re¬ 
mained in the U.S. inventory and 
several were found in the ashes at Des¬ 
ert One after the rescue mission into 
Iran was aborted 24 April 1980. 

A 9mm Parabellum conversion kit 
was designed and supposedly issued 
to partisans in Europe. Others say 
25,000 copies of this variant were sent 
to the South Pacific by the OSS. Per¬ 
sonally, I doubt it. European partisans 
never received the M3/M3A1 itself in 
any measurable quantity. They de¬ 
pended instead on the British Mkll 
Sten. The OSS relied on the UD M42 
submachine gun in the South Pacific. 
The M3 conversion kit consisted of a 
9mm barrel, replacement bolt and a 
magazine adapter that accepted Sten 
magazines. I have not examined a 
single one of these conversion units 
that appeared authentic in every re¬ 
gard. Caveat emptor. 

Disassembly presents no problem. 
First, remove the magazine and clear 
the gun. Press in the stock latch from 
the left side and competely withdraw 
the stock from the rear. Pry the trigger 
guard out of the pistol grip and roll it 
forward to unhook it from the ejector 
housing. Remove the ejector housing 
by pulling it up and to the rear. Sepa¬ 
rate the magazine catch assembly from 
the magazine well. With the bolt for¬ 
ward and the cover down, pry the 
ratchet (locking spring) away from the 
barrel collar and unscrew the barrel. 
Open the cover and withdraw the bolt 
assembly. Push out the sear pin, with¬ 
draw the trigger pin and drop the sear 
and trigger group out of the receiver. 
Reassemble in the reverse manner. 
The magazines should be disassem¬ 
bled after each use, carefully cleaned 
and only lightly oiled. 

Over 620,000 M3/M3A1 sub¬ 
machine guns were manufactured by 
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Guide Lamp during World War II at an 
average cost of only $22 each. All 
these weapons are marked “Guide” 
on the left side of the magazine well, 
above the serial number and U.S. 
Ordnance cartouche. The bolt bodies 
were manufactured by Buffalo Arms 
Corporation, which also fabricated 
Browning machine guns. Ithaca manu¬ 
factured 33,000 M3Als during the Ko¬ 
rean War. 

Yet M3/M3A1 submachine guns are 
not common in private collections. 
Most prevalent are a group of M3s sent 
first to Great Britain, where they re¬ 
ceived British proofs on the barrels and 
bolts; then to Central America, where 
their phosphate finishes were covered 
by hand-brushed flat black paint (after 
two studs had been welded to the 
magazine well to protect the magazine 
catch release) and finally to the United 
States by Interarms prior to the 1968 
Gun Control Act. These variants will 
fetch between $900 and $1,200 to¬ 
day. M3Als are almost unknown in 
private hands. Either Guide Lamp or 
Ithaca models will cost $3,000 and up 
on the rare occasions they are offered 
for sale. These prices, of course, are for 
“non-restricted transfer” weapons, 
not “dealers’ samples.” 

Too steep for you? Not to worry. 
The M3/M3A1 series offers no allure 
except for an advanced collector. 
When fired at targets under 50 yards, 
the M3’s weight and low cyclic rate will 
yield high hit potential. But only when 
its pathetic magazine has been stored 
in a vacuum and it is fired in the safe 
and static environment of a range. 
There are a myriad of less expensive 
and more reliable submachine guns 
available for the less avid collector, ^ 


BATTLE BLADES 

Continued from page 22 

beast. On the plus side is the extremely 
robust nature of the point due to this 
design. This is one point that you won’t 
snap off in use. So much for the design 
in general. How about the knife as 
marketed by Cold Steel? 

Frankly, in overall terms, it’s a de¬ 
cent knife. As a mass-produced item it 
is far better than we have come to 
expect in a production knife. Grinding 
quality and finish on the blade rivals 
that of some custom blades costing 
three times as much, and while the 
stainless blade does not cut as aggres¬ 
sively or hold its edge as well as a 
first-rate carbon steel blade will, the 
stainless used by Cold Steel cuts as 
well or better than the blades of the 
custom variety made from 440C or 
154CM. The Kraton handle on the 
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BULK PRICES 


3357 SPOT MARKER V - ( ! 

SIX SHOT REPEATER 

$79.00 KjLy 

WE GUARANTEE 48 HOUR 
DELIVERY TO MOST STATES IN USA 

WAR GAMES AIR GUN SUPPLY 

3876 MIDHURST LANE MISSISSAUGA, ONTARIO L42 1C7 
(416) 848-4844 


FULL-AUTO 



Here Is an un-retouched photo (TRI-X at 1/1000 sec.) 
showing what the M19-A BB Submachine Gun likes to do 
best * BLAST BOTTLES TO BITS! (in a safe place please!). 
Spitting 3,000 BB's per minute well over 50 yards says 
one thiifig - FIREPOWER! It’s simple to use too • just pour 
in BB’s .(3,000 maximum) pop in the compressed air or 
one pound can of Freon (as pictured < available at auto, 
air conditioning, and hardware stores) and watch out * 
another M19-A is on the prowl. Get In on the 
AUTO-ACTION and order your M19-A today. Oh yes, If 
you're a pistolero get the Ml 9-AMP. It's a smaller pistol 
version that performs exactly like its big brother the 
M19-A. Better yet, get em both. 

$39.00 each or both for $75.00 

OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. SEND TO: 
LARC INT., 736 INDUSTRY RD., LONGWOOD, FL 32750 
(305) 339-6699 FL RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 


THIS MUST BE SIGNED. 

I AFFIRM THAT I AM 18 YEARS OR OLDER, 

SIGNED __ 

SEND ME:| |m19-A | )m 19-AMP 

PRINT OH TYPE THE FOLLOWING: SF-04 

NAME _ 

STREET___ 

CITY, STATE_ 

ZIP_ 
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INCOMING 



• CONTACT IN EL SALVADOR: 
Morale is high as the SOF training team 
humps the bush with the Arce Battalion 
and take back a stretch of countryside 
once controlled by Nicaraguan-backed 
guerrillas. 

• PLA’S NEW LOOK: Forged in 
xenophobia and tempered by Maoist 
ideology, the ChiCom army was known 
for poor equipment and better training in 
ideology than in tactics. But now, the 
People’s Liberation Army displays Chi¬ 
na’s new military face after a total reor¬ 
ganization of the ranks. 

• MERCS FLY OVER ISRAEL: Turn 
back the clock to 1948 when American 
B-17 crews joined the ranks of the Israeli 
Air Force in the first Arab-Israeli War. 

• ROYAL ULSTER CONSTABU¬ 
LARY: In the ongoing war against ter¬ 
rorism, Northern Ireland’s police force 
accepts the challenge. But can a civilian 
police force cope with duties typically 
considered to be primarily of military 
nature? Find the answer in SOF. 

• YANK IN THE SADF: Professional 
soldiers from the United States, Britain, 
Ireland, New Zealand, Australia and 
France walk, run, march, jump and 
crawl through the strenuous 44 Para Bri¬ 
gade, Pathfinder Company training 
course, to become members of a highly 
qualified elite unit of foreigners in the 
SADF. 

• STATE OF THE ART SCUBA: 
Underwater special ops will never be the 
same again. SOF’s demolitions editor 
and scuba instructor reviews closed cir¬ 
cuit breathing gear. No longer will it be 
possible to trace underwater movements 
by erupting air bubbles. 

• JOIN THE RANKS OF SOF: A sub¬ 
scription to Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
guarantees firsthand reporting month af¬ 
ter month and delivery before it hits the 
newsstands. At our special subscription 
price, how can you refuse? ^ 


Cold Steel version of the tanto is oval 
in shape, and its checkered surface 
gives a good grip. The Cold Steel tanto 
won’t slip out of your hands. 

Lynn Thompson feels that the Cold 
Steel tanto is an outstanding combat 
knife and told me by telephone that the 
knife is tough and can take stress and 
abuse. While 1 think that the combat 
capabilities of the tanto leave a lot to be 
desired — even the Japanese never 
considered the original as such — 
there is no doubt that Cold Steel’s 
knife is tough. The blade was clamped 
in a vise, and although it is only Vie of 
an inch thick, I was unable to break it 
with my bare hands. Nor did it snap 
when the back of the blade was struck 
sharply over the horn of an anvil. This 
is a good test for shock, for if a blade is 
prone to brittleness it will alrnost al¬ 
ways fail on the anvil’s horn. 

Different things are different things 
to different people. Cold Steel says 
that their tanto is an outstanding fight¬ 
ing knife, but the Japanese definition 
defies Cold Steel’s claim—and I agree 
with the Japanese. A fighting knife 
should have a blade of 9 inches in 
length or better, but I am not deriding 
the Cold Steel offering. I am simply 
trying to put it into perspective, and my 
perception of today’s commercial tan¬ 
to is that it makes a much better gener¬ 
al-purpose utility knife than a fighter. 
The workmanship and quality of the 
Cold Steel tanto are very high for a 
commercial knife, and if you were 
going to buy a tanto for reasons of 
utility this would be a good place to 
spend your money. 

Remember that just because it 
comes from the Japanese martial tradi¬ 
tion doesn’t make it a fighting knife. 
Even the Japanese don’t consider all 
their blades to be edged weapons. ^ 


LOW-LIGHT 

SHOOTING 


Continued from page 71 
dark under stress. 

That still leaves the problem of what to do 
with the flashlight when the weak hand is 
needed for reloading or stoppage reduction. 
Replacing the light in the duty belt flashlight 
ring is slow, especially under stress. Some 
shooters slip the light into their waistband, 
feasible while standing but almost impossi¬ 
ble to do while kneeling behind cover. 
Whatever you do, don’t try to hold the light, 
or anything else, between your knees. 
When the ugly guy comes around the comer 
with the shotgun, diving for cover will take 
priority over hanging onto your flashlight, 
gun, or whatever else was clamped between 
your knees. 


The best thing to do with the light when 
both hands are needed to work on the 
weapon is to slip the light into the armpit 
and clamp the arm down on it. This is the 
fastest alternative, and leaves the shooter 
free to run if necessary without dropping the 
light. When using an auto pistol, the light 
should be held under the strong arm, leaving 
the weak hand free to change magazines or 
work the slide. With a revolver, typically 
reloaded by shifting it into the weak hand, 
the light should be held under the weak arm 
so that the strong hand is free to perform the 
reload. 

Finally, some consideration should be 
given to the muzzle flash of the ammunition 
being used, a good reason to practice with 
one’s duty anununition in the dark instead 
of underpowered practice loads. Military 
.45 cal. ball produces very little flash, and 
many 9mm loads are only slightly brighter. 
On the other hand, typical .357 Magnum 
rounds fired from barrels of four inches or 
less produce a blast of flame several feet 
long which not only illuminates the shooter 
and everything around him, but destroys his 
night vision in the process. If the choice of 
weapon and service ammunition is beyond 
the officer’s control there is little that can be 
done about severe muzzle flash except to 
experience it on the range so it is not as 
disorienting when it occurs in a real con¬ 
frontation. 

With proper technique and a bit of prac¬ 
tice, darkness can be changed from a serious 
enemy into a valuable ally. 

Have a good night now. 5?^ 


FLAK 

Continued from page 7 


P erspective 

ON AFRICA... 

Sirs: 

-1 would like to thank you for your 
consistent, well-informed reporting 
on the current situation in southern 
Africa. Our tunnel-visioned media 
seems quite content to simply focus 
on the symptoms of South Africa’s 
recent unrest while ignoring the 
Marxist a^tators who seek violent 
revolution rather than peaceful 
reform in South Africa’s future. 
Robert K. Brown’s excellent article 
(SOF, Command Guidance, 
November 1985) did a fine job in 
pointing out these realities and 
putting things in perspective. I have 
enclosed my subscription to SOF, 
both for my enjoyment and benefit 
as a future Marine Corps officer. 

Cadet 3/c Wayne A. Sinclair 
Virginia Military Institute 
Lexington, Virginia ^ 
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BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
U-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2^/4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shiit. 



Front & Back Protector .... $150-00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels.$27-50 ppd. 


Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N,C. 28105 



Aviation A.v.Jjwarv 


presents 



Hell 
For 
Leathernecks 


Classic hand to hand Marine combat footage 
where you stake your life out on a battle ravaged 
stretch of beachhead. A triple threat combination 
of great Marine history. 

• To the Shores of two Jima: The 
toughest 26 days In Marine history as they took 
on 20,000 crack Japanese troops Inch by inch 
the Leathernecks fought their way up ML 
Surlbachl resulting in 4000 Marines paying the 
ultimate price for an Island fortress termed 
Impregnable. 

• Chosin to nungnam: The epic bloody 
march to the sea by the Marine IsL Bitter M. 
Korean cold and red snipers dogged every step. 
Two hundred thousand troops and refugees 
stubbornly fought a way out from the Jaws of 
defeat 


• The Marine Sniper? Demanding cool 
nerve, marksmanship and physical endurance 
these military "hit men" can disappear into 
undergrowth with sp>ecial M-40 A1 riPes and 
scopes to seek out "speciaT' targets. The criterion 
for this deadly game Is,..one shot one kill. 

A solid hour of fighting Marines at their best 

Only $ 49.95 Specify 0eCa or VMS 

Send $49.95 -|- $3 shipping 6t handling to 
FERDE QROFE F/LMS 
3100 Airport Avenue, Suite 220 
Santa Monica CA 90405 

Visa Mastercard include card no. ac Exp, date 

ORDER TOLL-FREE (800) 854-0561, ext 925 
In Calif. (800) 432-7257, ext 925 




CA residents add 6Vi% sales tax 





RUGGED 
RUCKSACK 

$-12^® 

Special purchase at a 
great price! Military- 
inspired. this soft back¬ 
pack Is compactly sized 
but its design lets you 
carry an amazing amount 
for hunting, day hiking, 
survival maneuvers. 
Entirety of sturdy olive 
drab canvas. Flap edges 
are bound in OD twill tape, with webbing straps and metal 
buckle closures. 3 roomy outer pockets hold canteens, 
trail food, compass, ammunition, etc. Reinforced ad¬ 
justable canvas straps feature shoulder pads for comfort. 
14x17x5". Money-back guarantee. 

We honor VISA and MASTERCARD, 

Call Toll Free 800-334-5474. 

Write for FREE Catalog! 

Dept. J-46 

P.O. Box 1600, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 


THE APPLEGATE-FAIRBAIRN 



THE ONLY FIGHTING KNIFE 
EVER DESIGNED ON THE 
BASIS OF ACTUAL MILI¬ 
TARY COMBAT EXPER¬ 
IENCE. 

• Designed in 1943 by OSS 
Col. Rex Applegate and Brit¬ 
ish Capt. W.E. Fairbairn to be 
the successoi" to the classic 
Fairbairn-Sykes commando 
knife. 

• Custom double-edge blade 
of 154 cm stainless steel. 

• Critically acclaimed in 
reviews by AMERICAN 
BLADE. KNIFE WORLD, 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. 
GUNG HO AND GUNS 

FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE 

Write for complete information 
on the history, manufacture, 
performance and exiustve 
combat features of this weapon. 
WELLS CREEK KNIFE 
AND GUN WORKS 
Rt. 1. Box 22B 
Scottsburg, OR 97473 


TIMBERSHEPHERD^" 


TIMBERWOLF/OafNAN SHEPHERD HYBRID 

As seen in S.W.A.T Magazine November 1983 
and Survival Guide Magazine August 1984 



FAMILY’S SECURITY WHILE YOU ARE AWAY. 

EVEN TEMPERAMENT ideal for the family with small 
children, The TIMBER SHEPHERD'^” is bred exclusively as 
a natural protector and a trustworthy working companion for 
the entire family. 

DO NOT CONFUSE the TIMBERSHEPHERD^m the 

Vi wolf Vz shepherd mix, poorly bred, unpredictable and 
unsuitable as a home companion or working dog. 

The TIMBERSHEPHERD^" Is 37.5% TIMBERWOLF/ 
62.5% GERMAN IMPORT SHEPHERD, 4th generation hybrid, 
taking 7 years to produce from North American Gray 
Timberwolves and the FINEST German Import Shepherds. 
LONGER LIFE SPAN/KEENER SENSES over the 
German Shepherd, Rottwieler, or Doberman PIncher. 

OUR TRAINING RESOURCES are extensive and most 
credible, employing the latest techniques and standards 
currently in use by the U.S Dept, of Defense Military 
Working Dog Program. FULL HEALTH, TEMPERAMENT. 
HIP GUARANTEES, SHIPPING AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE. 
Registerable with the American TIM BERSHEPHERD™ Assn. 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 M-4B, Aiken, S.C. 29801 (803) 649-5936 (24 * hour) 
Info, includes S. W. A.T. & Survival Guide magazine articles. 
- SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE- 


Be a DETECTIVE 


AND EARN YOUR BADGE 




LICENSE 
INFORMATtON 
ALL STATES 



• AUDiO/VISUAL 
PROGRAMS 


ELECTRONIC EQUIP. 


NO EXPERIENCE OR COLLEGE REQUIRED 


Men-Women - Learn from the experts. Train at home foran 

exciting part or full time career as a private detective or 

security consultant. Start your own business or work for 

others. Step-by-step you will learn how to conduct any 

investigation, how and where to find that first job, and 

much more. Credentials and employment assistance. 

The BEST training available at the BEST 

price. Prove it to yourself by investigating 

before you invest. Send NOW for full facts. 


assistance. 

109 


F5lT97J global school of INVESTIGATION 
Box 191S Hanover, Mass. 02339 

Rush FREE (acts Show me how I can learn at home to be a'Private 
Invesligalor No obligation. No salesman will call. 


address 

city 


“For An ^Education That Works” 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 


ntnncY? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible” to investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Ornate Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT-and MORE! 

Don’t wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 

EDEN PRESS 

11623 Slater “C". Box 841O GA Fountain Valley. CA 92728 
Your p Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add 
Choice (□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.) 

(California residents please add 6% sales tax.) 
□ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. 

Name_ 



Address 

City _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


GENUINE GOVT. ISSUE 
M-65 FIELD JACKET 

Woodland Camoufiaga and Olive Drab (OD) Green. 
Pleaae do not mistake us for a similar ad — 

WE are the ORIGINAL! 

BRAND NEW --^ FIRST QUALITY 

HIDDEN HOOD 


FOUR LARGE 
OUTSIDE POCKETS 
W/SNAPS 



SNAP CLOSURES 


The very latest U.S. Army issue all-weather field 
jacket made of 50% nylon/50% cotton with water 
repellency is fully lined and is manufactured 
under strict quality standards by a prime govern¬ 
ment contractor in the United States. Excellent 
for hunting, work or leisure. $3995 

AVAILABLE IN CURRENT GOVT COLORS: 

Woodland Camouflage • Olive Drab OR Tiger 
Stripe Camouflage • Swat Black • Police Navy • 
Lt. Blue • Maroon • Oyster • Gr^ • Cactus • 
A.F. Sage Green • Khaki. SIZES: XS, S, M, L, XL. 
For proper fit, specify chest measurement. Ge¬ 
nuine G.l. M-65 cold weather button-in liner 
$16.95 plus $3.00 shipping and handling. BOYS’ 
jackets in Woodland Camouflage only. Sizes: 4-6, 
8-10, 12-14, 16-18. Only $35.95. 

State size and color and mail proper amount 
(check or money order) plus $3.50 per jacket 
(Canada: $7.00 in U.S. funds) for shipping and 
handling to: 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 
P.O. BOX 20008, Dept. SF 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37940 


GIANT SALE! 


Ultra-Sensitive 

Micro-Transmitter 


95 


Save $20. Only $29 

This amazingly powerful micro-miniature FM transmitter 
(smaller than your thumb) can pick up whispers from 25 feet 
away, and broadcast every soundio an FM radio hundreds of 
feet away! Perfect for security monitoring, wireless mic¬ 
rophone, baby minder, law enforcement, and much more. NOT 
A KiT—comes completely assembled & ready to use (battery, 
antenna, and tuning wand included Free). Limited offer, while 
supplies last. Only 1 to a customer. (Regularly $49.95.) Now, 
send $29.95 $2.75 shipping ($32.70). Foreign orders add $5. 


Telephone Recording Device 


Save $10. Only$19’5 

This tiny electronic marvel turns your cassette recorder into 
an efficient, automatic, and totally silent telephone recording 
system. Starts recorder when phone is lifted, records both sides 
of conversation with crystal clear fidelity, stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. Micro-unit measures only 
easily installed anywhere along phone lines. Send only $19,95 
+ $2.75 shipping ($22.70). Foreign add $5,00, 


Fabulous new 30 Hr Tape Recorder! 
Price Slashed to only $89.95 


That's right, a full 30 hours on one cassette tape! Our 
newest long-play 30 hr cassette recorder debuts here for the 
first time! Regular price is a low $249.95, but during this 
introductory sale we’re almost giving them away at only $89.95! 

The brand-new X.TEN 30 Hour Recorder can record and play 
all your regular cassettes at the standard speed. Then flip the 
switch to the X-Tended Speed, and increase recording time by 
an amazing 1,000%! Get 30 hrs on a 180 min. cassette, (20hrs 
on a 120, 15hrs ori a 90, & lOhrs on a 60). Perfect for security 
monitoring, classes lectures, business meetings, & more. You’ll 
never see a price this low again! Send only $89.95 -f $7.05 
shipping ($97.00). Foreign add $9.50. 

Items above carry a 100% guarantee! Our fantastic giant 
catalogue packed with surveillance & counter-surveillance 
electronics, security devices, laser weapons, kits, plan, books & 
much more FREE with order, or send $2.00 (refundable), Send 
name, address, item(s) you're ordering, & payment to; 

UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS 

15015 Ventura Blvd., Dept. F-4 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 (818) 509-9124 


LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

Add $1.05 Hndl. 



Model 

K-99A 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/bel't clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept. BK-4-SF 

373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


The famous C.l.A. 

“Get out of jail free” card 

An exact reprint of the C.l.A. Covert Opera¬ 
tions I.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

'* .Do not detain or question him! He ts 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res¬ 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types . " 

“If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc, . printed in three colors* 

SOLD AS A WAR 


RELIC ONLY! 

Devil’s Brigade 
Box 1625 Dept A 
EIDorado, Ar 71730 


$5.00 

guaranteed' 


HO page catnicig 
$1.00 

(Free with order) 


NEW LIGHTWEIGHT 
CAMOUFLAGE BDU 

(100% Cotton Rip-stop) 

TRADITIONAL 50/50 NYCO BDU 
Brand New • Latest Issue • First Quality 



Pants feature: Double 
fabric seat and knees; 

6 pockets (2 slash front 
pockets, 2 rear pockets 
with button flaps, 2 large 
bellows pockets on 
thighs); adjustable waist 
tab; button fly; drawstring 
cuffs. 

Jackets feature: Double 
fabric elbows; 4 pockets 
(bellows style). 

Woodland Camouflage 
Available in (1) 100% Cotton 
Rip-stop or (2) 50/50 
nylon/cotton. 

Pants or Shirt ^22.95 ea. 

Tiger Stripe Camouflage 

Available in (1) 100% Cotton 
Rip-stop or (2) 50/50 
nylon/cotton. 

Pants or shirt ^26.95 ea. 
Swat Black 

Available in (1) 100% Cotton 
Rip-stop or (2) 50/50 
poly/cotton. 

Pants or Shirt ea. 


Pants and Shirts in SIZES: S, M, L, XL (regular and 
long). Tell us your chest, height and wgisl 
measurements when ordering. State size and color 
and mail proper amount (check or money ordej) 
plus $3.50 per item {Canada: $7.00 In U.S. Funds) 
for shipping and handling to: 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 
P.O. BOX 20008 Dept. SF 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37940 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! 


SPECIAL ACTION 
COMMANDOSCHOOL 
TRAINING CENTER 



SPECIAL FORCES TRAINING in the 
following areas: Unconventional Operations; 
Counter Insurgency Ops; Sniper Techniques, 
SF Patrolling Tactics: Pathfinder Ops; Field 
Intelligence: Immediate Action Drills; Special 
Mission Weapons; Exotic Weapon Systems; 
Electronic Security Measures; SMG/GPMG 
Familiarization; Survival Tactics; Adjustment 
Procedures for Artillery and TAC-AIR, and 
more. 

COURSES AVAILABLE: 7 DAY PROGRAMS 

BASIC COMMANDO COURSE (BCC) 
INTERMED. COMMANDO COURSE (ICC) 
ADVANCED COMMANDO COURSE (ACC) 
SNIPER COURSE (SN) 

ESCAPE & EVASION (E&E) 

COLD WEATHER TRAINING (CWT) 

CUSTOM TAILORED TRAINING 
PROGRAMS AVAILABLE. SPECIAL 
OPERATIONS TEAM AVAILABLE FOR 
DEPLOYMENT. (Advance notice yields best 
results.) 

For a brochure detailing all data, write to: 

SACS-TC 

POB 506, Pecos, New Mexico 
87552 Brochure $5.00 U.S. Funds 
(505) 757-6933 

(current year supercedes all previous data) 

If the proper fee is not sent for brochure, your 
inquiry will be disregarded. 


10$ SflLUJEH OF FORTUNE 


APRIL B$ 

































THE _ 
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GAME 

•War/Combat Games 
•High Cash Profits 
•Fuii or Part Time 
•Seiection of Guns 
•Washabie Peiiets 
•Compiete Game 
Suppiies 

For Dealer info, write: 
THE ULTIMATE GAME 
P.O. Box 1856 
Ormond Beach, Florida 

32075 

P.S. Call us at: 

904/677-4358 


, — 

€ 0 Vt)O^l 


FOLDING 

IIFEKNIFE 




FCATURIHG AN 
INveNTORYofOV€R 
200 MILLIOH GUN PARTS I 


A 480 page, 2V2 lb. parts catalog^ 
iisting military commercial, anti¬ 
que U.S. and Foreign gun parts. 
The most compiete parts listing 
in the world! Used by govt, agen¬ 
cies and professional gunsmiths. 
Order now, receive $3 certificate 
toward purchase of any catalog 

te95ppd. 


Numrich-AHMs 

\eORP West Hurley, NY 12491 





LIFEKNIFE does it again! 

The world’s first FOLDING hol¬ 
low handle survival knife! 3'/2” 
440 stainless lockback blade, Du- | 
Pont Zytel hollow handle contains 
suture, scalpel, disinfectant, butter¬ 
fly bandages, needles, hooks, line, 
sinkers, snare wire, matches and 
sealed by liquid luminous compass, 
or add what you want! Includes 
nylon belt pouch. Send $29.95 + 
3.00 shipping and insurance to: 

LIFEKNIFE 

Box 771 SOF 

Santa Monica, CA 90406 

Money Back Guarantee 
Calif. Res. Add 6’/2% 


Support AFGHAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 




^ SUPPORT ^ 

THE BRAVE V 
PEOPLE OF \ 

r ^ AFGHANISTAN \ 

IN THEIR FIGHT . 
FOR FREEDOM AGAINST SOVIET > 
AGRESSION AND OCCUPATION. 

All funds collected will be donated 
to pro-western Afghan resistance 
groups selected by the SOF staff. 
These funds will be used solely for 
the purchase of arms, ammunition 
and medical suppiies as specified 
by the groups receiving assistance. 
No funds collected will be expend¬ 
ed for salaries or administration. 

Donations are NOT tax deductable. 
Send your donation to: 

Afghan Freedom Fighters’ Fund 
' Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306 



1VE HORIZONS 

MX io9sr 


SRilhg Vrkn SiltiKi 
Till 


Offering 

My New Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 


440 C 
Blade with 
Saw Teeth 
That Work! 

13” overall 
length. 

All stainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheath. 


Knives 


v»iwy 

'225'” 

jT Photo by AAolhoi 

Eorth Newi 

FQ V 


Custom Handmade Knives 
by Robort Porriih 

1922 Sportgnburg Hwv, HondarsonvUis. NC 28729 
Phon* (704) 692-3466 
Sond SASE for tnora Information 



Send $2 For i 

Peluxe Coior Catalog Kit 

Refundable On First Oroer 
Neptune Fireworks Co,, P.O. Box 398, 
Dept. G , Dania, Florida 3^64 
<3061 S;^$770 
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CLASSIHED 

^^ — H- 

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All ads MUST be received 
by the 1st, four months prior to issue cover date. Ad copy 
must be typed or written clearly with authorizing signa¬ 
ture, tefephone number and payment. Advertisers offering 
information packets for a fee must send a sample of pack¬ 
et. Cost per insertion Is $1 per word — $20 minimum. 
Personal classified ads are 50 cents per word — $10 mini¬ 
mum. Name, address and telephone are to be included in 
the count. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boul¬ 
der, Colorado - 2 words; 80306 » 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. 
Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are counted 
as two words. We reserve the right to delete or change any 
copy which we determine to be ob}ectionabie. Mail to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE 
DOES NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF 
EVERY ADVERTISEMENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR 
SERVICES OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN¬ 
SPECTOR. 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE IS A MAGAZINE OF 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION. THERE 
MAY BE PRODUCTS FOR WHICH SALE, POSSESSION OR 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION MAY BE RESTRICTED, 
PROHIBITED OR SUBJECT TO SPECIAL LICENSING RE¬ 
QUIREMENTS IN YOUR STATE. PURCHASERS SHOULD 
CONSULT THE LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHOR- 
ITIES IN THEIR AREA. _ 

LE MERCENAIREI Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror¬ 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Frederlcktown, MO 63645. (117) _ 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States Armed Forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, 
first-aid packets, etc. Send $1 for our latest catalog to STEVE 
J. PEDERGNANA JR.. PO Box 1062, Oak Park. IL 60304. 
( 102 ) _ 


SUPPORT AFGHANI 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 


SUPPORT THF BRAVE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN 
IN THEIR RIGHT FOR FREEDOM AGAINST SOVIET 
AGRESSION AND OCCUPATION. 

All funds collected will be donated to pro¬ 
western Afghan resistance groups selected by 
the SOF staff. The.se funds will be used solely for 
the purchase of arms, ammunition and medical 
supplies as specified by the groups receiving 
assistance. No funds collected will be expended 
for salaries or administration, 

Donations are NOT tax deductible. 

Send your donation to: 

Afghan Freedom Fighters' Fund 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available—phone number, remailing, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en¬ 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE. 3341 W. Peoria Ave.. 
Phoenix. AZ 65029. (602)993-7534. (103) _ 

WWII WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, helmets, 
everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refundable). DISCO. Box 

331-X, Cedarburg, Wl 53012. (107) _ 

WWII GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni¬ 
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World’s biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2. KRUPPER. Box 177SF, Syra- 
cuse, NY 13206. (113) _ 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books. Dl pins, 
T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT- 
CONG, Box 177VF. Syracuse. NY 13208. (102) _ 

FIREWORKS. BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1 for a color 
catalog to ACE FIREWORKS. PO Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, 

OH 44030. (103) _ 

GRENADA, BEIRUT, Special Forces, Recon, SEALs, many 
more large decals. Send stamp for price list. ELITE FORCES, 
22 Orchard Street, Newton. NJ 07860. (108) 

MARAUDER’S SURPLUS: A complete listing of field and 
technical manuals; Elite commando and regular-army surplus 
at the best prices in the country. Send $1 for catalog to 
MARAUDER'S ARMY SURPLUS. 8588 McKee Road, Upatol, 
GA 31829. (102-ck)_ 
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NOTE THESE BUllWHIPS 
ARE NOT TOYS & NOT CHEAP 
FOREIGN MADE SOUVENIRS 
THEY ABE GENUINE. 


AT OUR TEXAS fACTQBT BY 


ADVENTURER’S™^ 

BULLWfllP 

Thick, 

High-Grade 
Leather 

From; 

CAniE BARON- LEATHER CO. 

sduniATNER todE - The ORIGINAL As 
Used in EXPEDfTlONS Around Ihe Wodd 
All HAND-PLAITEO, THICK, Genuine 
TOP-GRAIN BELTING UATHEB w/ 
Permanent THICK TIP 
Original "Ruddy- 
Brown" Color 
• LEATHER COVERED 
SURVIVAL N HANDLE & BALL W/ 

• \\]] WHIST LOOP 

TARGET USE W TM 
il « A PRICES: ORICINAl 10 Ft. Length $109.95 
Extra Long 12 Ft. $129.95 
LEATHER BELT CARRIER $7.95 
• A FORMDABtl SURVIVAL TOOL • 

When Swung PrcfKfty,. KINETIC ENERGY MaKes 
the TIP CH the ADVenURHT’S BUllWHIP' 1^ 


• WWP-HANOUNG Instructons Included. 

The HIGHEST OUAUTY, TOUGHEST BUliWHIPS 
Available - Perfealy BALANCED For ACCURACY. 


Cnn CMS ROC QRDGRI CM (5121607-8000 
CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

P.O. BOX 100724 Dept. SOF-4 
_San Antonio. TX 78201_ 


FIREWORKS, High Quality, Fast Service. Price list $1. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY. P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. (104) _ 

COVERT INTELLIGENCE—for the clever man of action. 
Samples $2, $13/year — $17 overseas. HORIZONE, Box 67. 
St. Charles, MO 63302, USA. (107) _ 

KNUCKS—Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi¬ 
num. $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY. PO Box 1754, Matthews. NC 26105. (108) 

BOUNTY HUNTING— Legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED. Box 
90, Depew, NY 14043. (105) _ 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY—Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR. Dept. G-2. 135-53 Northern Blvd., Flushing. NY 
11354. (104) _ 

BRITISH MILITARIA. Royal Air Force. Royal Navy. Royal 
Marines, Parachute Regiment. S.A.S., Insignia, Head- 
wear. Badges, Uniforms. Medals, Boer War Helmets, etc. 
Send $2 for catalog. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD.. Dept. A.. 
2113 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica. CA 90403. (107) 

GENUINE U.S. MEDALS—Collect/U.S./Foreign Decorations. 
FASCINATING NEW HOBBY. Silver Star— $50; Bronze 
Star— $35: Armed Forces Expeditionary— $15; Vietnam Ser¬ 
vice— $15; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar— $35; Add 
stamp in trade and $4 postage. Most other medals available. 
SASE FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples 
Road, Brookline. MA 02146. (617) 731-0000. (109) _ 

REMAILING: West Germany. $2 includes postage, confiden¬ 
tial forwarding, receiving, holding. Free brochure. TWG, Post- 
fach 1515. 6460-M Gelnhausen, West Germany. (106) 

FIREWORKS— Largest Class ‘C’ selection in Northeast, top 
quality, selected list $1, refundable with order. NEFU, Box 
3504F. Stamford. CT 06905. (105) _ 

FREE: TWG CERTIFICATE with order of catalog. $1 refund¬ 
able. Specialist in customized gold-plated mercenary 
emblems. THE WILD GEESE. Po§tfach 1515. 6460-C. Geln¬ 
hausen, West Germany. (106) 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS REGtMEN- 
TAL insignia, Blazer Crests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards, etc., of 
Elite British/Scottish Regiments, SAS. Para, Guards, etc., and 
RAF. Also Scottish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. 
Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS. Dept. 6. PO 
Box 50473, Nashville. TN 37205. (104) _ 

FIREWORKS— fun, safe, patriotic; top quality, lowest prices, 
Illustrated catalogue $1; (refundable). PYRO-SONIC DE- 
VICES. Box 711-SI6. Grand Haven, Ml 49417. (112) 


INVENTIONS, IDEAS, new products wanted! Presentation to 
industry/nationa! exposition. Call toll-free 1 -800-528-6050. In 
Canada. 1-800-628-6060. Ext. 831. (107) 



30 DAY money back OFFER 


FIREWORKS— Firecrackers, Rockets. Roman Candles, 
much more! Low prices. Highest quality. Shipped year-round 
to all states. Illustrated catalog— $1. EAGLE FIREWORKS. 
Dept. 3D. Box 800, Clackamas, OR 97015. (104-465) 

.50 - CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your fireplace, 
den, place of business with impressive and unique wall display 
of authentic 1943-4 Frankford Arsenal war issue .50-cal. com¬ 
plete shells less powder with steel links for continuous belt. 
Excellent condition. Massive 100 rounds nearly 9 ft. long. 
$53.50 plus $6 shipping; 50 rounds $29.50 plus $5; 25 rds. 
$17.50 plus $4. Also artillery shells, etc. ’’Nation's Largest 
.50-Cal. Outlet." JOE JELINEK, 1201F Cottage Grove, Chica- 
go Heights. (L 60411. (312)756-2163. (102) _ 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, bombs, pots, 
grenades) — Largest, most complete selection of brand-new 
smoke products. Capacities from 4,000 to 500,000 cubic feet 
of dense smoke in from 30 seconds to about 6 minutes. Also 
flare pistols, meteor and parachute flares, tear gas, survival 
knives, self-defense items, and much more. Order a 12-gauge 
flare pistol for $26.66 and receive a free catalogue, otherwise 
send $2 (refundable with order). Dealer inquiries invited. Write 
on letterhead. SIGNUS, Box 33712-K11, Phoenix. AZ 85067. 

( 102 ) _ 

SMOKE PRODUCTS — Grenades, pots, bombs at unusually 
low prices. Buy from the source and save. Send SASE and 2 
stamps for details. SOUTHWEST SMOKE DISTRIBUTORS. 
Box 5414-SF. Phoenix, AZ 85010. (104) 

SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31-20. FIVE SEPARATE TAPES. Tape 1: Intelligence & 
Psychological Operations; 2: Infiltration & Planning; 3; Air Op- 
erations-Communications; 4: Water Operations-Communica- 
tions; 5: Demolition-Engineering-Medical Aspects of SF Op¬ 
erations. VHS only, $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping & han¬ 
dling. SELF RELIANCE GROUP, 316 California Ave., Ste206. 
Reno, NV 89509. (104) _ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations for all states and Federal 
Gun Laws, both $4. Police Catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, PO 
Box 882, NY, NY 10150. (102)_ 



DYSART'S WOLF KENNEL 

MACKEMZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 


Would you like to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world, like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports; wolf and up, puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time to wolves & wolf-crosses only , 
therefore I can provide the Finest. All pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and info — $5.00. 
CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597, Henrietta, North Carolina 28076 
Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 


FREE MONEY SOLUTIONS CATALOG! Get new credit, jobs, 
degrees. Home businesses. Cash income opportunities. 
EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-SP, Fountain Valley. CA 92728. 
(104)_^_ 

COMBAT HISTORY ON VIDEO CASSETTE! WWII. Korea. 
Vietnam. Over 70 programs. Free list for SASE. CM I, PO Box 
40461C, Nashville, TN 37204. (105) _ 

NEW UPDATED CATALOG every 2 months! The best new 
books on martial arts, weaponry, self-defense, survival and 
revenge! Send $1 to PALADIN PRESS. PO Box 1307-JSO, 
Boulder, CO 60306. (107) _ 

MAIL PRIVACY! Confidential mail forwarding/remailing. For 
details write: POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South, Salt 
Lake CHy, UT 84111. (103) _ 

MICROTRON Surveillance Security Equipment— (’’World’s 
Greatest Selection!" Law Enforcement Review, 1980.) 
Crystal-controlled VHF TRANSMITTERS, TRACKERS. RE¬ 
CORDERS. NIGHTVIEWERS and COUNTERMEASURES 
... Virtually impossible to obtain elsewhere!!!" Professionals 
catalog $20, refundable. General catalog $2. Send orders to: 
MICROTRON, 42-38th St., Wheeling, WV 26003. Wlssmas- 
terCard cardholders call: (304)233-8007. (103) _ 

G.l. SURPLUS: A brand-new list of military items (new & 
used), includes clothing, knives, footwear, fieldgear, manuals, 
etc. Send $1 to: THE SUPPLY SERGEANT. Dept. SF, 4300 
Highway 20, Buford Mall, Buford, GA 30518. (102) 

NEW UPDATE CATALOG of unusual books on Martial Arts, 
weaponry, home workshop guns, creative revenge, survival 
plus much more! $1. PALADIN PRESS. PO Box 1307-KMV, 
Boulder. CO 80306. (104-485)_. 
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ORDER YOUR UZI MEMORABILIA 
DIRECT FROM US . . . 


Brassartj (Patch). 

.$ 2.50 

Lapel Pin. 

, 3.50 

Tie Tack. 

. 4.20 

Cap (Adjustable). 

. 6.00 

T-Shirt (Specify S-M-L-XL). 

. 7.50 

Paper Weight . 

. .15.00 

UZI BELT BUCKLES 

Brass . 

. .12.00 

Nickel. 

. ,13.00 

Bronze & Nickel. 

. .15.00 


nwM add 1D% of tool amount to your onfer to cover shipping and handling. 


JK SALES 

(Authorized UZI Memorabilia Distributor) 

202 Magnolia Ct., Sterling, VA 22170 

VA residents add 4H sales tax (All Amounts Are U.S. Currency) 


VIETNAM, KOREA, WWiI Veterans’ Certificates. Colored. 
10x13 with gold embossed seal. $9.95 each; two $14.95. Addi¬ 
tional infonnation, SASE. JIM LOGSDON, Box 360235, Milpi- 
tas, CA 95035. (104) _ 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN COMMANDO SCHOOL state of the art 

training by SPECIAL FORCES instructors. Additional services 
on request. $3 for infonnation packet. Box 963, Hotchkiss, CO 
61419. (104) _ 

REGULATION INSIGNIA: All Milit^ branches and Police. All 
genuine, over 1,000 items: rank, wings, badges, mini-medais, 
NASA patches, military goods, plus much much more. Catalog 
$2. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS. Dept. A-504. 1660 
Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 67112. (102-ck) _ 

MILITARY GOODS CATALOG— Over 70 pages. Camou¬ 
flage jackets, pants, caps, berets. Over 1,000 insignias, 
genuine Gl. $2. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS. Dept. 
A-204.1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (102-ck) 

MILITARY POLICE: Send SASE for prices on shirts, hats, 
patches, buckles, etc. MEAN STREETS, Dept. SOF, Box 88. 
Boston. MA 02123. (104) _ 

ORIGINAL CIA black book of improvised weapons, 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $11.95 ppd. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335, Croton. OH 43013. (105) _ 

UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER — Famous publishers. Over 450 
EXCITING TITLES AND GROWING! Exotic Weaponry, Mar¬ 
tial Arts, Military Subjects, Crime, Survival Anywhere, Privacy, 
Surveillance, Electronics, Wiretapping, Knives, Chemistry, 
Employment, Government Surplus. Investigation, Big Brother, 
Obtaining Credit, Law, Fireworks Buying. Gambling, Life- 
Extension, Beer Making, Disguises, Acting, Intelligence War¬ 
fare, Increasing Your intelligence, and MUCH, MUCH MORE! 
Many Hard-to-find Titles. Find out why thousands of satisfied 
customers shop with usi Eye-Opening Hefty Catalog $2. Order 
your copy today. AUTHORS WANTED. ALPHA PUBLICA- 
TIONS, PO Box 92-SO. Sharon Center. OH 44274, USA. (104) 

US MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1,000s in stock, 1940 to current, all 
branches. Large catalog $1. SAUNDERS, Box 414-SF, Ver- 
milion, OH 44089-0414. (105)_ 



WNJA 
UHIFORM 


50% Poly 50% Conon 
Sizes: XS/S/M/WXL 


U-26B in Black 
U-26W in White 
U-26C Woodland Camo 


$30.00 

$35.00 

$35.00 


Include $1.00 for Catalog and Shipping 

M & M ENTERPRISES 


P.O. Box 64 Dept SOF 

island Lake, IL 60042 

815/455-3403 Dealer prices available 


“KNIVES— Free wholesale catalog. Large selection to 
choose from. Fast sen/ice. SPECIAL CUTLERY, 1104 Lee, 
Dept. SOF, Des Plaines, IL 60016.” (107) _ 

M-43 AFRIKA CORPS style hats — first model —high peak— 
$16.50 ppd. Khaki, black, OD or camouflage. Sizes S.M,L,XL, 
100% cotton, self-lined. EAGLE LTD, 635 Jefferson St., Dept. 
SF, Fairborn. OH 45324. (513)879-5579. (104) _ 

OFFICIAL ST. MICHAEL’S Airborne Medallion, sterling silver, 
13/16" X1 ”, 24” chain. $19.95 ppd. EAGLE LTD. 635 Jefferson 
St, (SF), Fairborn, OH 45324. (513)879-5579. (104) 

CLAYMORE BAG— reproduction of the bags Schwarzeneg¬ 
ger carried in ’’Commando” and a million “grunts” grabbed 
when things got tough. Carries a canteen, two smokes and a 
frag, ten magazines or whatever you need handy, $16.95. Mail 
payment to THE IRISH NICHOL, 3730 Wind Dance Lane, 
Colorado Springs, CO 00906 or cad (000)992-4343 and order 
by credit card. (103) _ 

LC-1 ALICE PACKS, US issue medium pack w/ straps NEW 
$35. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 00221. MasterCard & 
VISA accepted) (102) _ 

1400 SQ. FT. FALLOUT SHELTER, 2500 sq. ft. desert home 
on 5 acres of lush desert in the foothills, 35 miles north of 
Phoenix/Scottsdale, $328,500.00 (602)488-9713. (103) 

CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORM^ Trom Austria, Englano. 
Czechoslovakia. France, Canada, Rhodesia, Russia, South 
Africa, Germany & USA, current listing $.50. I.M.S., Box 
21606, Denver. CO 80221. (102) _ 

DUTCH SURVIVAL— INSTRUCTOR, ex-shocktrooper seeks 
employment. PO Box 165. 4130 ed Vianen, THE NETHER- 
LANDS. (102) _ 

COVERT WEAPONS: penguns — single shot! Tear Gas 
$45.95! Ammo included! TRANS-CONTINENTAL TRADING 
GROUP. Box 8,1955 East 79th. Chicago. IL 60649. (102) 

CRIMERGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF1184. Box 444, Los Alamitos. CA 90720. (105)_ 





-ALL-WEATHER-C 


These are New, Quality U.S. Mfg. 100% WOOL, irom Original German 
Patterns. (NOT Asian Made cotton Junk). . . Send only $25.00 & size 
& color (Black or Reid Green)... We Pay Postage... If you collect W.Wi2 
. . . send 2-5tamps for illustrated list of items available ONLY . . . 

NO-PLACE-BUT-W.W. 2 LTD. 

P.O. BOX 2063-F ST. LOUIS, MO. 63158 




mutze 


OWN YOUR OWN MOUNTAIN CAMPSITE. 20 miles from 
Reno, Nevada. THIS IS NOT A TIMESHARE. Only $300 each. 
In 100 mountainous acres. GEMINI WILDERNESS, 1355 N. 
McCan-an. Reno, NV 09512. (104) 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS our specialty. Also, Vietnam 
material. Llst$1. THE BATTERY PRESS INC., PO Box 3107C. 
Uptown Station, Nashville, TN 37219. (105) _ 

EAST GERMAN "Ausweis” Cards in Russian/German with 
Soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo, origin unknown. $6. D. 
EWING, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. (102) _ 

PRIVACY—CONFIDENTIAL MAIL. Forwardjng/recelving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available. SASE, 
books. MAIL DROP. Box 10O39-SF4, Orlando, FL 32860. 
(113) _ 

ARMY FIELD RADIOS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack Radio, 
compact, transmits-receives 46-54 MHz FM, 6 channels, with 
battery box, antenna, crystal, handset: $22.50 apiece, $42.50/ 
pair, good condition. PRC-9 Backpack Radio, factory mint, 
transmits-receives 26-39 MHz FM continuous tuning: $52.50 
apiece, $77.50 with good-condition battery box, antenna, 
handset. PRC-510 Backpack Radio (Canadian version of 
American PRC-10), transmits-receives 38-55 MHz FM con¬ 
tinuous tuning, with battery box, antenna, handset: $39.50 
apiece, $77.50/palr, good condition. R-390A Communications 
Receiver, .5-32 MHz AM-CW-SSB, shortwave, amateur, mili¬ 
tary frequencies: $175 good condition. R-IOS Military Vehicle/ 
Field Receiver, 20-28 MHz-FM: $27.50 mint. 45-day replace¬ 
ment guarantee. Add $9.50 shipping-handling, BAYTRON- 
ICS, Dept. SOF, Box 591, Sandusky, OH 44870. (102) 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS, wilderness skills, survival courses. 
Adventure treks. $1 for information. BOLD ADVENTURERS, 
USA, Dept. SOF, PO Box 873, Rome, NY 13440. (109) 

ARMY SURPLUS AND MORE. Complete line Army surplus, 
gun accessories, knives, police, ninja, and survival supplies. 
Send $1 (refundable) for price list. HUGH WADE'S OAK- 
SHIRE PLACE, Hiway 51 South, Union City, TN 38261 
(901)885-6851. (102) _ 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Protect property. Win 
custody you want. Sharpest tactics. New228-pg. book $14.95. 
Guaranteed. Details 25 cents. EDEN, Box 8410-DD, Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728. (104)_ 


DOG TAGS, GENUINE Gl— Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S 
ARMY NAVY GOODS. Dept. A-804.1660 Eubank NE. Albu- 
querque, NM 87112. (102ck) _ 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES— 25% off list prices. Also USAF 
NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine! Toll-free ordering and 
immediate shipment. Send self-addressed stamped envelope 
for free brochure. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS. Dept. 
A-904, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (102-ck) 

CAMOUFLAGE TIES1 A must for every well-dressed out- 
doorsman. Genuine military-issue woodland doth. Choose: 
pointed end or straight fold...$9.95 each; 2 for $18.95. Add 
shipping: $2 1st tie; 2 or more $3. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY 
GOODS, Dept. A-304, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque. NM 
87112. (102-ck) _ 

NEW: GERMAN MARCHES on cassettes: Army, Navy. 
Stormtrooper, $9.95 each. Set of all 7 $49.50. Send SASE for 
free list. HAMMER, PO Box 1393-SFH, Columbus. IN 47201. 
(104)_ 



MILITARY MEDALS 

WORLD WAR II * KOREA * VIETNAM 




Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons, 
Badges, Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded y ou or your family. Gua ranteed! 

O FREE CATALOG! o 


WRITE TODAY! ► MEDALS, BOX 16279 SF 

FT HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46216-9998 


MILITARY SURVIVAL STROBE LIGHT, current Issue, runs 
24 hours on one “D" cell, weighs 6 oz. A,H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver. CO 80221. (102) 

CANADIAN MILITARY SURPLUS— SSF Airborne Jump- 
smocks $56.95, FN-C2 mag pouch $4.95, Cdn combat fatigue 
hats $7.95, info 50 cents. F.S.E., Box 22216, Barrie, Ontario, 
CANADA L4N-3K1. (103) _ 

COURIER, PRIVATE INDUSTRIAL and nnancial work. Per¬ 
sonal projects and more. (303)486-3367 call days, inreguiar 
hours (No drugs or firearms Nwrk). (103) _ 

HARMON’S SURVIVAL & Combat Supplies. Sun/ival-type 
books, over 500 titles, authentic military dothing & equipment, 
SWAT & tactical equipment, medical supplies, rappelling 
equipment, gun parts, magazines, sun/ival foods, knives, 
blowguns. Stop by at: 7655 Park Place, Houston, TX 77007. 
(713)641-4549. (102) _ 

UNARMED COMBAT. New method of practical self-defense. 
Hard-hitting commando style. Develop TOTAL CONFIDENCE 
thru superior fighting techniques. Survive the streets! Defend 
against hoodlums, muggers, rapists. Easy to learn. Devastat¬ 
ing results. Illustrated course $10.95. Don't be a victim! Re¬ 
spond now ... LIBRA ENTERPRISES, 486(SF) Molimo, San 
Francisco. CA 94127. (102) _ 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials: 
Zapruder film, video cassettes, photographs, literature avail¬ 
able. Catalog: $3. COUECTOR’S ARCHIVES, Box 671. Hud- 
son, Quebec. (107)_ 


arrest Violatorsf j 
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Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

spirit of adventure, danger, and 
-3^ reliance can lead you to an excit- 

ing career opportunity. Solve myster- 
' ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 

the innocent. Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
ne^ed to work in challenging situa¬ 
tions, withstanding hardships, 
make on the spot decisions. 
Learn the latest investiga¬ 
tive techniques using spedal 
law enforcement equipment 
. . . the same equipment 
used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
dwn investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 

Approved by Calif. Dept, of Pyblic imstmct. 

THE ROUSE S(>f00L of Special Detective Training 

I DEPT. SF604, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 • 

I Rush me your "Detective" Career Kit—No aaleaman wtU catl. | 
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ROCKETS, M-80 SALUTES, FIREWORKS. Fresh from fac¬ 
tory. Hundreds of supplies with survival or signaling applica¬ 
tions. MUCH MORE! Catalog $1. NORSTARR, Box 5585, 
Pocatello. Idaho B3202. (109) _ 

NUCLEAR TARGETS LIST of primary, secondary, tertiary 
targets in alt 50 states. $3.95. “TARGETS," Box 2661, De- 
catur, IL 62526. (103)_ 

BUTTERFLY - Sttlleto - 9”, fast-opening adventurer’s knife. 
Stainless-steel handles; stainless sabre blade; $8.95; catalog 
25 cents. LEN COMPANY, Box 101 FB, Brooklyn. NY 11214. 
( 102 ) 


GOLD DOG TAGS 

Turn your treasured Dog 
Tags into a unique piece of 
fine jewelry. Finest quality 
24 karat electroplated for 
beautiful finish & durabili¬ 
ty. Makes a great gift! Only 
$19.95 each, two for 
$34.95. Exact duplicates 
$24.95, plus $3 p&h. We 
are offering a special price 
on a gold filled custom 
chain for only $23.95. Send tag(s) and check or money 
order to; Custom Electro Plating, Dept. F, P.O. Box 347, 
Dumont, N.J. 07628. Cali (201) 384-7442 for volume 
discount. Write or call for Free Full Line Brochure. 



PRIVATE/CONFIDENTIAL overseas mail drop. Professional 
remailing and mail forwarding services. Economical rates, 
FREE information. KATTEGAT, TSTPO 98108, Kowloon. 
HONG KONG. (104)_ 

MILITARY MEDALS & DECORATIONS, bought/sold/traded. 
Current list $1; subscription $6. VERNON. Box 1387SF, N. 
Baldwin. NY 11510 (VISA/MASTERCARD). (110)_ 

TATTOO SUPPLIES. Make money, be free. Info pack $5. 
Send to GARY CHYNNE. STUDIO ONE & EAR PIERCING. 
1032 Queen Street East. Toronto, Canada, M4M 1K4. Phone 
466-6000. (102)_ 

CONFIDENTIAL MAIL, telephone, address services. Person¬ 
al/business sen/ices/products. Secure, dependable, inexpen- 
sive. Write! SMS-SF1. Box 3179, Tempe, AZ 65281. (103) 

PRIVACY CATALOG FREE! Discover latest low-profile tech¬ 
niques. Secret hiding places, cash income opportunity, mail, 
telephone privacy, financial privacy. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410- 
SR, Fountain Valley. CA 92728. (104)_ 

MAIL FORWARDING $5. Any currency, includes postage. 
Box 6194, Huntington Beech, CA 92646. NO CHECKS OR 
COINS. (102)_ 

PHOTOGRAPHER, COURIER, personal agent, escort—rep¬ 
resenting private or corporate concerns specializing in 35mm 
observation, domestic or foreign. RJL, Box 82, Clinton Cor- 
ners, NY 12514. (103)_ 

MAIL-ORDER BUYERS LISTS available for immediate use! 
Computerized on peel and stick labels in zip code order. 
Guaranteed deliverable! For complete details send SASE to: 
S. PARSONS, 2699 Pleasant Avenue. Hamilton, OH 45015. 
(102)_ 

"COURIER FOR HIRE. Discreet, experienced, reliable, crea¬ 
tive and refined, non-US passport. No drugs or communists, 
professional service at professional rates. TIMOTHY 
FREDERICK. Box F110-223, Blaine. WA 98230. (102) 



The Black Falcon™ 

BULLWHIP 

(vcrman 

ALL BLACK LEATHER Dcsidn 
• SOLID LEATHER CORE - ALL HAND-PUITED, 
THICK TOP-GRAIN LEATHER w/ Permanent 
THICK TIP THE CUSSIC BLACK WHIP 
• LEATHER COVERED DOUBLE-BALL 
HANDLE W/HAND SWAGGER-STRAP 
SURVIVAL • TARGET USE 

10 Ft. $119.95 
Color Vi-W 12 Ft. $139.95 

Catalog 
$3.00 


1 NOT A TOY-THE HEAL THING 
MADE IN U.S.A. 
"Beware of Cheap Imttations" 


BLACK LEATHER BELT CARRIER $8.95 
WHIP-HANDLING Instructions Included 
Add 5% Shipping & Ina. in U.S.A. Foreign Add 20% 
TIP MOVES AT OVER 1400 F.P.S. 
CREDIT CARO PHONE ORDERS 
CALL (512) 697-8900 

CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. BOX 100724 Dept. SOF-4rt 
San Antonio. TX 78201 fc 


UNBELIEVABLE FIND! We have located a very limited num¬ 
ber of TM31-210, The Improvised Munitions Handbook! 
Others have divided this handbook into multiple volumes at a 
cost of over $39. We are selling the complete 256-page original 
for only $16.95 postpaid! If you know this handbook, you know 
It ail! Many interesting and previously secret facts designed for 
specialized military units. For entertainment purposes/collec¬ 
tors only. Absolutely no minors! Send check/money order to: 
WW11,1867 Monroe Ave., N. Bellmore, NY 11710. First come, 
first sen/edl Free catalog with order. (103) 


I VIDEO 

VIDEO SURVEILLANCE 

Convert your video recorder into a 10 hour 
clandestine surveillance system. Mini mike & 
camera defy detection. Free information. 

TRULOCK VIDEO SERVICES 
98 Main St., Dept. 215, Tiburon, CA 94920 

GOTCHA ^ 


MERCS, personal protection professionals, couriers, 
weapons, tactics instructors. THE HECTORING CORPORA¬ 
TION SEEKS Ex-Military, Ex-Law Enforcement Professionals. 
EMPLOYMENT AGENT, send resume for complete evalua¬ 
tion by our clients. NO FEE. No copying of your paperwork. 
Strict confidentiality. THE HECTORING CORPORATION, Air¬ 
port Executive Tower One, 1150 NW 72 Ave., Suite 723, 
Miami. FL 33126. (102)_ 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR, recovery specialist, courier. Now 
available for those who require the best. Extensive civilian, 
military intelligence experience in Korea, Cuba, Vietnam, Iran, 
etc. since 1951. References and resume on request. CALL ED 
ANYTIME. (617)242-4816. Box 244, Charlestown, MA02129. 
(103) _ 

RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, world renowned 
"BRUSH PATTERN" shirts $40, pants $45, hats $20, Field 
Jackets $80. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. Master- 
Card & VISA accepted! (102)_ 

RANDALL KNIVES *** CUSTOM KNIVES. Immediate deliv¬ 
ery. No waiting! NORDIC KNIVES has about 300 in stock at ail 
times. Glossy color photos of the knives are included with our 
list. List prices are $2 for RANDALL; $2 for CUSTOM, or both 
for $3. We are honorary members of the Knifemaker’s Guild 
and a major dealer for RANDALL MADE KNIVES. Address 
NORDIC KNIVES. 1634-C4 Copenhagen Drive, Solvang. CA 
93463. Phone (805)688-3612. (102)_ 

RAMBO HAS NOTHING ON ME, bumper sticker, highest 
quality, $3. BROOKS, Box 4501, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33338. 
( 102 )_ 

"MILITARY PUBLICATIONS International Directory." 
Unique! Helps you contact worldwide 500 specialist war jour¬ 
nals — Weaponry/MIlitaria/Historical/Coilectors/Regimental. 
$10. ESSAY. 24 Ravencliff, Scarborough, Ontario Canada 
MIT 1R8. (103) 


WE ARE LIVE FREE, the force for life and freedom, we are 
dedicated to the preservations and extension of individual 
freedom and self-reliance. We provide: Radiological training 
activities, monthly newsletters, instructor’s certification, mail 
network, group affiliation, radio network, discount programs, 
computer network and more. Sample newsletter and literature 
$2,1-year membership only $15. LIVE FREE, Box 1743, Har- 
vey, IL 60426. (102)_ 

ADVENTURER’S CATALOG. Choose from hundreds of qual¬ 
ity items - clothing, gun accessories, optics, knives, survival 
gear and much more. Send $1 (refundable) to: SPORTS IN¬ 
TERNATIONAL, PO Box 458-SF. Palm Bay, FL 32906-0458. 
( 102 )_ 

PLANNING A RUMBLE IN THE JUNGLE? We have the gear. 
$2 for complete catalog. MILITEX SALES. Dept. RJ, Box 
46499, Chicago, !L 60646. (102) 


Gl SUPPLY R.R.#1BOX 782 d.pi.sof 
AUGUSTA.N.J.07822 
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201 - 875-3252 


TEXTBOOK FOR "MECHANICS ’/BODYGUARDS! Reveals 
unarmed, knife, stick, icepick, handgun, crossbow, poison 
methods! $12 MANUAL ON TRADECRAFT! Evasive tactics, 
escape, counter surveillance, improvised weapons, self- 
defense, mental conditioning, toughening, low-profile secrets! 
$10 GUARANTEED! BRADLEY STEINER. Box 1278, Seattle. 
WA 98111. (102, 


FAKE DIAMONDS, ONE CARAT. Only sophisticated equip¬ 
ment can tell difference from genuine! $10. ALEO, 4 Old Lyme, 
Winchester, MA 01690. (102)_ 

MIND BOOSTER. Your mind is your most important weapon 
research report, with dosage guide, covers compounds that 
improve reaction time, memory and learning ability. Only $7. 
Guaranteed. Invest in your survival. POLARIS, 135 S. Wesley, 
Suite 1810, Oak Park, IL 60302. (103)_ 

COMBAT SKILLS— computer combat action that’s challeng¬ 
ing and exciting. NUCLEAR WAR or B52 BOMBER on disk for 
C-64, $12.95 each or $1 for complete software listing. PUBLIC 
SOFTWARE, Box 35799, Fayetteville, NC 28303. (102) 

TREASURE EXPEDITIONS. Survival. Gold Sluice — you 
build. Action Newsletter. Free for stamp. FORTUNE'S OWN, 
PO Box 1913E. Farmington. NM 87401. (102-GNA)_ 

SURVIVAL PAIN KILLERS. Simple, efficient, effective. Pro¬ 
duce your own. FREE INFORMATION. Write today. NA¬ 
TURE’S WAY, Box 962(F), Orlando, FL 32802-0962. (103) 


PROBLEM? Phone number and N/R deposit to: GPO Box 
360, Cannington, West Australia 6107, ICH DIEN SERVICE. 
(103)_ 

SECRET MAILBOXI Confidential, dependable mail receiving 
and forwarding. Write POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South. 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111. (103)_ 

BALLISTIC FACEGUARD. 20 layers of Keviar stops .45 hard¬ 
ball. $125 cash or money order, info $1. FRANSE, PO Box 
3347, Boulder, CO 80307. (102)_ 

SILENT FIREPOWER: Most complete crossbow catalog 
available. $1. Martial Arts, Special Weapons & Survival Aids. 
M&M ENTERPRISES. Box 64, Dept. SOF, Island Lake, IL 
60042. (102)_ 

BUGGED? WIRETAPPED? Find out fast. Countermeasures 
equipment catalog $1. Refunded with first order, CAPRI ELEC- 
TRONICS, Route IS, Canon, GA 30520. (102) 


SURVIVAL 

KNIFE 


GUARANTEED 10 YEARS 


DISCOUNT SALE! For the outdoorsman. A knife, 
saw. hatchet, fish scaler and hammer. 
Rugged 9'/^" knife, 5" blade. 



LAMINATED 
leather handle. 

Rich leather belt 
sheath contains honing 
stone, leg ties. Imported. 

IF BROKEN WITHIN 10 YEARS WE WILL REPLACE FREE! Use 
30 days, il not pleased return lor relund. REGULARLY $14,95. 
NOW ONLY $7.95 PLUS $1.95 delivery. Send $9.90 today! 
MIDWEST KhilFE CO.. Dept, S-2711, 9043 S. Western Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60620. Mail orders only. Our 4Bth year. (312) 445-6166 
SPECIAL — 2 knives for $18.00 prepaid. 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 

From time to time, we make our list of 
customers’ names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com¬ 
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 

If you prefer not to receive such mail¬ 
ings, and want your name on our sub¬ 
scriber list only, please write us, en¬ 
closing your mailing label. 

Please address your request to: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


LOCKSMITHING, general and automotive. Unlimited informa¬ 
tion— $2 (unconditionally refundable if unsatisfied). L.A.N.D.- 
I.S.. 633 Post St., No. 1048F, San Francisco, CA 94109. 
(104-485) 


i MICRO BUGS Advanced bugging equip - £ 
I ment. Concrete mikes, telephone and pen bugs, T 
and more. Send $2.00 to MICROCOM r 
CORP. for catalog. Refundable J 
'With purchase. Unbeatable prices. J 
MICROCOM TECH CORP. F t 
r P-0- Box 347341 • Cleveland. OH 44134^ 



SOG—CIA famous "Get out of jail free" Vietnam Spy ID! $2 
(three for $5). LONE’S, Box 998(FJ), El Segundo, CA 90245. 
( 102 )_ 

DISCREET MAIL RECEIVING and forwarding. Sen/ices tai¬ 
lored to individual needs. EXECUTIVE ADDRESSES, 1616 - 
17th Street, Suite M-76. Denver, CO 80202. Ph. (303)628- 
5465. (102)_ 

CONVERT 30-06 TO .308 INSTANTLY. Chamber inserts de¬ 
veloped by US Govt, to convert M-1 Garands to 7.62 NATO 
(.308 Win). Works in any 30-06. Place insert in chamber and 
shoot .306. Can be removed and replaced at will. Remove with 
standard 30-06 broken-shell extractor. Money-back guaran¬ 
tee. SASE for information sheet. Insert $15 ppd. Broken shell 
extractor $3 ppd. IDAHO SURPLUS SALES, Dept. F, 6007 
Man/in St., Boise. ID 83709. (102) 
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GERMAN NEWSREELS 1936-45 

Rare capfurad propaganpa and news lilms, Iransfered unedilod lo 
VHS/Seta See the men and machines of the Third Reich at war 
and on parade — m films made for Germany and captured lands 
Vol 1 — "Words in Action" — the Nazi Ideal {6i min 1 
Vol 2 — "Adolph Hitler School" for SS Soys (55 min ) 

Vof 3 — Combat-C'ete. Afnka Korps (61 mm ) vr 

Vol 4 —Ski troops in A«ion (57 mini 

Vol 5 - Kriegs Marine and Winter War '44 & '45 (63 mm ) KKi 

Vol 6 — "The National RedouOi" — at Pay 1945 (63 mm.) KmW 

» 65 *’ each, 3 lor ‘198’*, or 6 tor ‘ 389 *» Please add '2“ poslage 
VHS beta VISA / MasterCard / American Express 

Quick delivery' and guaranteed agamst defects, 

VENTNOR GROUP 

420 S. Carroll, Suite B » Oanton. TX 76201 « (817) 363-3912 ext. 39 


VIDEO TAPE GOVT .45. Total disassembly, reassembly. VHS 
45 minutes $20. TJE VIDEO PRODUCTIONS. Box 50141. 
Reno, NV 89513. (104) _ 

KNIVES, SWORDS, survival, historic and related weapons. 
Also handmade knives, any design. Unbeatable prices, cata* 
logs, $2. DE INTINIS, 107 Summit Ave., S.I.. NY 10306. (103) 

FRENCH CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, current issue lizard ' 
pattern camo NEW CONDITION $65 suit. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver. CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA accepted! (102) 


MILITARY SURPLUS—Chemical warfare equipment, military 
clothing, equipment, decorations, manuals. Self-addressed 
stamped ($.39) envelope for catalog. J.R. SALES, Box 4253F, 
Uncaster, CA 93539-4253. (102) _ 

GUN DEALERS LICENSE KIT. Applications, instructions, 
.^•'ide, wholesaler’s list, etc. $4 (refundable). LONE'S, Box 
99t>^:^^I. El Segundo. CA 90245. (102) 

MINIATLlRt^lRELESS MICROPHONES) top quality, abso¬ 
lutely lowest priCte ' WM-13 transmits up to 400 feet. Only $26! 
)C-8 transmits up to mile. Only $81.90! Send check or 
money order for purchase>-K''*s $2 shipping. Or send $2 for 
extensive catalog (refundable wtih order). Batteries included! 
FAILSAFE ELECTRONICS. 504 West 24th Street, Suite 129, 
Austin. TX 78705. (102) 



LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 





▼ ^ POSTPAID 

Fires 22 cal. tear 
gas or bloAk ammo. 

Solid metal. 6 shot clip ^ \ 

fed. Rapid firing. With in- 1 a \ 

structions & free cleaning rod. • \ 

For self-protection, theatre; dog • « 

training, sports. Purchaser must h. 

be over 2ir Money back guarantee. 

WESTBURY SALES CO. Calitomia. 
Vp.O. Box 434, Dept.TA-4-SF, Westbury, New York 11590 J 


ALASKAN FISHING JOBS. Big money, excitement. Send $3 
(refundable) for information to: J.C. THOMPSON, PO Box 
20403, Seattle, WA 98102. (102) 


BOUNTY HUNTERS, over 100 MILLION DOLLARS in RE¬ 
WARDS AVAILABLE. Free information write: BOUNTY 
HUNTERS. Suite 413, 1251 South Reynolds, Toledo, OH 
43615. (112) 


GERMAN ARMY CAMOUFLAGE, current "Forest Pattern” 
similar to WWII SS pattern, shirts $28, pants $30, berets $18. 
Limited quantities ! A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221. 

( 102 ) _ 

POLICE--COMBAT EQUIPMENT — discounted! Huge cata¬ 
log - $1 (refundable). CROWN, 878A Jackman, El Cajon, CA 
92020. (102) _ 

TIGER STRIPE CAMOUFLAGE FATIGUES, Military speci¬ 
fications, 4-pocket jacket, 6-pocket pants, lightweight jungle 
pattern $52 per suit. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
MasterCard & VISA accepted! (102) _ 

BOOKS—MANUALS. ALL SUBJECTS - Publishers. Dis¬ 
counted. Huge catalog - $1. CROWN, 878A Jackman. El Ca- 
jon, CA 92020. (102)_ 


O SOLDIER of MISFORTUNE, 
CIA AGENT, 

KENNEDY CONSPIRACY PATSY, 

^ Alelc Hidell, 

alias OSWALD 

^ -! 

^ Collectors’ Edition, 204 pp, hardcover 

GKG Partners $15 ppd 

Box 1465 Manchester MA 09144 

LEE OSWALD SHANGHAI-ED 
0 4 YEARS BEFORE DALLAS HIT 


SURVIVAL KNIFE— 13" modified Bowie with functional saw- 
teeth. 440c blade at 57-59 Rc.. camouflage, watertight hollow 
handle and heavy cowhide sheath. Fully dressed with com¬ 
pass in cap, stone, & survival kit in handle. Sells elsewhere for 
$65. now $55, plus $2 shipping. THE SURVIVOR'S EDGE. 
Box 16050-02, Shawnee, KS 66203. $2 US (refunded with 
order) for illustrated price list. (102) _ 

VIETNAM VET, "2nd place" polo shirt, 100% cotton, pre¬ 
shrunk, 1 st class mall. $9.50. J&C THOMPSON. PO Box 703, 
Cadillac, Mi 49601. (102) 


COMMANDO DAGGER: THE COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED 
HISTORY OF THE FAIRBAIRN-SYKES FIGHTING KNIFE — 
by Leroy Thompson, fonvard by Col. Rex Applegate; Invalu¬ 
able to collectors and those interested in combat knives and 
knife fighting. 8’/fex11, clothbound, 89 photos, 176 pp. Order 
now! Send $28 ppd. to PALADIN PRESS. PO Box 1307-LFS, 
Boulder, CO 80306. (102) 

CONFIDENTIAL FLORIDA ADDRESS. Mail forwarding/re- 
ceiving. Code name fine. Many services available. Write 
ROSS PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 5335. Gainesville. FL 32602. 

(103) _ 

"EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE disposal designs on T-shirts, 
hats, buckles, mugs. Call (703)451 -2548 or send $1 for catalog 
to: SSP, PO Box 5017, Springfield. Virginia 22150.’’ (106) 

6 UNIQUE VIETNAM WAR PHOTOS— post-Tet's ‘66 never 
before released, taken by ex-Marine up North. $25 and SASE. 
J. BREAVER, PO Box 502, Exton, PA 19341, (102) _ 

RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN WAR books unobtainable 
USA. Write; GALAGO PUBLISHING. PO Box 404, Alberton 
1450, SOUTH AFRICA, for free catalogue. (106) _ 

SURVIVAL GROUP, Will join existing group or make retreat 
plans with interested parties. Write: STEVE, PO Box 682, 
Hopkins. MN 55343. (102) _ 

FOR SALE— Genuine PRC Chinese Military Compasses, 
M-51 with leather case $19.95 pos^aid. HASTINGS, PO Box 
224, Clay Center, KS 67432. (103) 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS — Cloisonne 
enameled pins, your design, excellent quality, low prices, free 
booklet. A.T. PATCH CO.. Dept. 133, Littleton, NH 03561. 
(603)444-3423. (102) _ 

LEATHER BULLWHIPS, 10 feet, specify black or brown. Un¬ 
beatable price $44.95. L&L DISTRIBUTORS. PO Box 3394, 
Palm Desert, CA 92261. (103) 


RCGIMCNTAI INSIGNIR & UlCfIPONAV 

« • MS • RAF • BLRCK UJRTCH 

\ • PARA • RM • CAMERONS 

I > RSPG • RN > GUARDS etc. 

Import Cololeg $2.00 

BRITISH RCGRLIR IMPORTS 

DepQrtm«nt-6 

AO. Box 50473 • Noshville, TN 37205 


COMPAT GLASSES 

tits under gas & scuba mask 
• accepts prescription tenses 

Frame w/prescriptk>n 
Frame only: lenaet: 

$24.95 ppd. ^ $49.95 ppd. 

1W2S5>1382,EitBS/1710SwHfcid>/WichitAKSg^^ 


BE A LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER. Official application 
forms, complete Instruction, wholesale directory, how to start 
your business, etc. $5. Moneyback guarantee. INTERSTATE, 
Box 19466-SF, Houston, TX 77224. (102) _ 

WHOLESALE KNIVES, ETC. 100-page color catalog. $3. IN¬ 
TERSTATE WHOLESALE, Box 19466-SFK, Houston, TX 
77224. (102) _ 

MISSION: GRENADA— Operation Urgent Fury. Now you can 
replay the one we won! Realistic simulation includes Marines, 
Airborne Rangers and Navy SEALS. $9.50 postpaid. CLOSE 
SIMULATIONS. Box 2247, Northbrook, IL 60062. (102) 

STREETFIGHTERS HANDBOOK, never back down from a 
bully again. Send $3.95 plus $1.05 postage to; FARO, Box 
17276, Minneapolis. MN 55417. (102) _ 

THE ULTIMATE NINJA catalog! Real ninja weapons, uni¬ 
forms and books by Paladin Press. Send $5 to: DONALD C. 
SMITH. PO Box 1880, No. 252, Santa Cruz, CA 95061. (102) 

JOIN OUR ARMY— adventure and excitement in a military 
atmosphere. Ten days of interesting and usable skills. Free 
info. MODERN MINUTEMAN SCHOOL OF SURVIVAL AND 
ADVENTURE. PO Box 408. Edmonton, KY 42129. (501 )843- 
2378 or (502)432-7298. (102) _ 

BADGES. Custom made-your specifications. Huge selection. 
Giant catalog. $5 (refundable). CROWN, 878A Jackman, El 
Cajon. CA 92020. (102) _ 

M26 "LEMON” GRENADES. $8, Mk2 "Pineapple" Grenades 
$7.50, M33 "Baseball" Grenades $8. All have moving parts. 
Inert. A.H.A.. Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221. (102) _ 

HAVE PLANE— will travel. Pilot with small plane will accept 
select jobs in continental US. Strictly confidential. PILOT, Box 
64252, Fayetteville. NC 2B306. (102) _ 

US ARMY! We kick ass! T-shirt, $7.95. Bumper sticker, $2. 
P.W., Dept. SF. Box 709. Prudenville, Ml 48651. (102) 


MOVING? 


PLACE LABEL HERE 


City/SUtc/Zip 

Mail it to: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine. 
P.O. Box 348. Mt. Morris. IL 61054 


SPECIAL FORCES. Ranger. Airborne Unit Coins, Decals. 
Flashes. 40 cents in stamps for list. PHILLIPS MILITARY, 121 
West Monticello, Brookhaven, MS 39601. (102) _ 

COMBAT ZONE TRAINING CENTER. Physical fitness, com- 
bat karate, range. Serious only, SASE. HOGAN, PO Box 424, 
East Meadow, NY 11554. (105) 


ISRAELI ARMY BERETS with official Insignias. Paratroopers, 
Infantry. Air Force, Armored Corps and Golanl. $19.95 plus $3 
air mail per beret, send registered mail to: ISRAELI MILITARY 
PRODUCTS. PO Box 30309. Tel Aviv 61302, ISRAEL. (102) 


ISRAELI MILITARY INSIGNIAS, Ranks, campaign ribbons 
and decorations. Send $1 for catalogue or $12 for sample of 4 
insignias. ISRAEL MILITARY PRODUCTS. PO Box 30309, 
Tel Aviv, 61302 ISRAEL. (102) _ 

VIETNAM VETERAN items — T-shirts, sweatshirts, personal¬ 
ized caps, more. Designs, “flags," "call signs," ''2nd place 
—by act of Congress," "Map," "POW-MIA." more. Send SASE 
for brochure. Custom work for group. D&G. Box 12105, Colum- 
bus, GA 31907. (404)563-7646. (102)_ 



BUSHPILOT WINGS 

§5.95 RHODIUM 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE 

P.O. Box 20378 • Dallas, TX 75220 




WILDERNESS SURIVAL SCHOOL — learn survival, moun- 
taineering, weapons, orienteering, martial arts, and much 
more, by trained former and current military and law enforce¬ 
ment personnel. For brochure write to: ALPHA TEAM, c/o PO 
Box 191, Price. UT 84501. (102) _ 

WE HAVE THINGS FOR SALE that can't be advertised in this 
magazine. Catalog $1. PO Box 1881, Murfreesboro, TN 
37133. (110) _ 

STUN GUN, Nova XR-5000 uses 50,000 volts causlr>g tempo¬ 
rary paralysis to attackers. Safe to user and legal, now $63.95. 
L&L DISTRIBUTORS. PO Box 3394, Palm Desert. CA 92261. 
(103) 
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CAPS, WUH MILtTARY INSIGNIAS of Elite Fighting Forces, 
send SASE for illustrated folders. A&D PRODUCTS, Box 206- 
S036. Betair, MD 21014. (102)_ 

THE INTERNATIONAL MERCENARY ARMY needs merce¬ 
naries, bodyguards, and protection specialists. $20 mem¬ 
bership includes lifetime membership, certificate, one-year 
employment record file, decal. Or write for info. IMA, Box 
232-SF. Shrewsbury. PA 17361, USA. (105)_ 

FREE! MIUTARY, SURVIVAL BOOK catalog. Best titles on 
&tolic weapons, survival, sniping, self-defense, shooting and 
much more! J. FLORES. Box 14-B, Rosemead, CA 91770. 
(102-lt)_ 

THOR AND ODIN LIVE in the Runestone, a journal of ancient 
Teutonic religion as lived today. Courage, honor, and pride in 
heritage are our hallmarks. Sample copy $1. subscription $9/ 
year from ASATRU FREE ASSEMBLY, PO Box 1754, Breck- 
enridge, TX 76024. (102)_ 

SURVIVAL MIRROR: unbreakable, true-image plexi-gias, 
31^x6”. Use for; field shaving, signaling, applying camouflage. 
Send $3 plus stamped, self-addressed envelope to: MIRROR, 
113 Gates Ave., Durant. OK 74701. (102) 


/VIILITARY HISTORY 

ON VIDEOCASSETTES 

See military history as it happened! World 
War I through the Falklands campaign. The 
other side of World Wor 11: original German 
combat rtewsreels ond features of the great 
battles. Rare Allied Army and Air Force documentaries. Also Korea, Vietnom, 
ond contemporory Soviet Army. Over 300 titles reproduced from original source 
materials. MaATHS, also PAL Standard. Reasonoble prices, fast service. Write 
or phone for free illustroted catalog. INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, 
Bok 29035, Chicago, Illinois 60A29, Phone 3H-436.B051. 


SURVIVAL HOUSE— build small full facility retreat or camp 
HQ. PROTECT YOUR FAMILY; complete detailed plans $20. 
PROFEX GRAPHICS -1118 Glenshannon, Friendswood, TX 
77546. (104) _ 

FREE: POLICE ACADEMY TRAINING Manual. Postage only 
$2.50. 82 Northease, Tallmadge. OH 44278. (102) _ 

MILITARY MRE’s, "Meals ready to eat.” $75 per case of 
twelve meals. Includes UPS. SURVIVAL, PO Box 7014, Col- 
orado Springs, CO 80933. (102) _ 

“PEN GUN” — .22 cal, you make with simple tools and mater¬ 
ials. Guaranteed. Rush $4.95. ENTIUM, Box 1650(T), Caroti- 
na, PR 00630. (102) _ 

LIVE OFF THE LAND— new publication - complete illustrated 
book concerning home-made animal snares and traps. Feed 
yourself during the worst of times. Rabbit snares, live trap deer 
snares, home-made box traps, den snares, baited snares, trip 
snares, variations, and much more, $10. OUTDOOR PRINT- 
ING, RL 1, Box 31, Whitehouse, TX 75791. (102) 



HECKLER & KOCH 


Complete line of accessories—send Large SASE 
(two stamps) for prices and availability to: 


BUDDY HINTON 

Dept. SOF, 8411 Churchvllle 
Houston* Texas 77080 


Call ONLY after 6pm CST (713) 465-4292 


SUPER DISCOUNT— outdoor gear, hunting, camping, back¬ 
packing, Army surplus goods at super discount prices. Send a 
double SASE or $1 to: TC SPORTS, 2041 Reo Road, Lansing, 
Ml 48910. (105) _ 

SOLID SILVER BULLETS— plated cases .25 - $8.50, .38 - 
$12.50, .45 - $21, standard loads. 20% off sets of six. THE 
LAST ROUND, 3202 Hunterwood, Missouri City, TX 77459. 
(103) _ 

TRACK DOWN ANYONE— learn the secrets of skip tracing 
from the experts and start making money in this exciting, 
fast-growing field. Send $4.95 to HOLMES PUBLISHING. PO 
Box 5558, Mesa, AZ 85201. (102) _ 

“YOU GOT MONEY, I got time. Male, Cauc., Merc, Security, 
experienced professional. STEF, Box 13,607 South Beeline, 
Payson, AZ 85541.” (102) _ 

USA/USSR military manuals. Sunrival and terrorist TMs. List 
$2 (refundable). ALLIED, Box 41323FI, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 
( 102 ) _ 

FREE: HYPNOTIZE ANYONE BOOK. Postage only $2.50.82 
Northeast. Tallmadge. OH 44278. (102) 


Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone conversations in your 
office or home. Connects between any 
cassette or tape recorder and your 
telephone or telephone LINE. Starts 
automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversation. 
Stops recorder when phone is hung up. 
This device is not an answering service. 


Super Powerful 

Wireless Mic 

10 times more powerful than other mics. I 
Transmits up to 'A mite to any FM radio. I 
Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) 

Cell (305) 725-1000 or send $19.95+ $1.00 shipping per 
Item to USI Corp-. P O. Box SF-2052. Melbourne, FL 32901. 
COD'S accept For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers 
and other specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 



EASE HIDDEN DOUBTS, silence unspoken fears with ”1 
DON'T HAVE ACQUIRED IMMUNITY DEFICIENCY SYN¬ 
DROME" T-shirt. Stylish 2-color printing, first quality 50% cot¬ 
ton - 50% poly, pale yellow or royal blue, S-M-L-XL. $11.95 
postpaid satisfaction guaranteed! GOLDEN HELIX LIMITED. 
Box 3139-SOF, Ann Art)or, Ml 48106. (102) 

“NEED MAIL FORWARDING, REMAILS, answering service? 
We're confidential and inexpensive. Send SASE” B. THO- 
MAS, GPO Box 2083, Brooklyn, NY 11202. (102)_ 

BRASS CATCHER for your automatic HANDGUN. Attaches 
to your right hand NOT THE GUN. Total weight 2V4 oz. In¬ 
formation/orders call TOLL FREE 1-800-824-6853 (In Oregon 
503-686-9844). Dept. No. 1500C,3Q-day money-back guaran¬ 
tee. VISA/MASTERCARD ACCEPTED. $24.95 POSTPAID. 
CATCH-ALL PRODUCTS. PO Box 2522, Eugene, OR 97402. 
(102) __ 

VIETNAM MAPS! We finally gOt all the 1:50,000 and 
1:250,000 topograhics. List $2 (refundable), satisfaction 
guaranteed. Send SASE for free agent orange map. ALLIED, 
Box 41323FV. Phoenix, AZ S5QB0. (102)_ 

BIG MAP CATALOG $3 (refundable). Three good maps (mini¬ 
mum) of anyplace on earth! ALLIED, Box 41323FO, Phoenix, 
AZ 95080. (102) 


“U.S. ARMY GUERRILLA WARFARE" 

(FM 31-21 — Large Edition) 

NOW ONLY $7.00 Postpaid 

Free book cataiog on request 
Send Cash, Check or M.<D. to: 

“THE CHEAT KEN HALE” 

P.O. Box 395, McDonald. Ohio 44437.0395 


PRINTING, RUBBER STAMPS, letterheads, envelopes, busi¬ 
ness cards/forms, labels. Free information. LONGWOOD 
PRESS. MR86SF. Fort Johnson. NY 12070. (102) _ 

NUCLEAR WINTER? RGHT IN THE SHADE! Copyrighted 
bumper sticker. $2. J. SORENSON, Box 13609, St. Paul, MN 
55113. Satisfaction guaranteed. (103) 

GOLD MINE OF INFORMATION, remote living handbook! 
Alaska land giveaway; how to stake and protect a mining claim; 
drying, smoking, salting foods; water, sewer, power; much 
more. Illustrated, $19.95. PEOPLE BOOKS, 3090 Riverwood 
Drive, Juneau, Alaska 99801. (102) 

TIGER TRADING POST, military and camping supplies at low 
prices. Price list $1. PO Box 660756, Miami, FL 33266-0756. 
(106) _ 

GUN OWNERS— free brochure. Large selection of T-shirts 
and hats with many unique logos. We dare you to wear them! 
HI-CALIBER CO., Box 1625, Uke Worth. FL 33460. (101) 
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1—LEFT HAND CONVERSION—allows left-side 
ejection for left handed shooters. WARNING: Es¬ 
sential for safe operation for left shoulder use. Op¬ 
tional conversion kit consists of left-hand bolt 
assembly and reversal of ejection port cover. 


2—BARREL INTERCHANGEABIUTY—The AUG- 
SA offers quick change ability in three barrel 
lengths. Aside from the SCT standard assembly 
two other barrels are available in IB and 24 
inch lengths. 


3—BUILT-IN OPTIC—The optical sight is built into 
the carrying handle and its 1.5 magnification gives 
a wide field of sight. Furthermore, it is possible to 
fire with both eyes open for quicker and easier 
sighting and firing. Auxiliary open sights on top can 
be used for quick rough-spotting of target. Optional 
dot or crosshair reticule available. 



4— SCOPE MOUNT RECEIVER-^nother versa- 5— ADVANCE SYNTHETICS—Highly advanced 

tile feature of the AUG-SA is the ability to change synthetic materials are incorporated throughout 
receivers. The optional scope-mount receiver the AUG-SA making it light in weight (only 7.9 lbs.) 

(shown above) extends the use of virtually any and exceedingly durable. These special components 

sighting device and quick change mounts allows not only outperform their predecessors—they of- 
changing scopes without resighting. fer long life, greater stability and easy maintenance 

of the AUG-SA. 


e—OPTIONAL ACCESSORIES—The versatility of 
the AUG-SA system is extended even further with 
the wide range of accessories available. Available 
are Sight Adjusting Tool. Blank Firing Device, 42 
Round Magazine, Bayonet, Scope Mount Rail, 
and SSG Rings for Special Receiver. 


The Steyr AUG-SA is unquestionably the most ad¬ 
vanced semi-automatic rifle ever assembled and is 
truly on the cutting edge of "the new generation” of 
Steyr weaponry. In fact, the AUG-SA is so advanced 
in technology and design that it has no peer. The sim¬ 
plicity of the AUC3-SA design literally offers unparal¬ 
leled accuracy, greater versatility and inter¬ 
changeability, simplicity of training and both quick 
and easy cleaning. These factors make the AUG-SA 
the best operating, highest performing auto-loading 
rifle ever (Jeveloped. 

And through the use of high technology and ad¬ 
vanced synthetics the AUG-SA is not only light in 
weight, but unmatched in reliability and durability. The 


AUG-SA stock is extremely impact resistant and re¬ 
sists deformation in temperatures as high as + lOCT 
centigrade and as low as - 40f centigrade. It is also 
unaffected by harsh environmental conditions such as 
sand, mud, moisture and cold. 


For more information on all Steyr 
products and a Steyr/Manniicher arm 
patch send $4.00 to CSI, Dept. 

Steyr, P. O. Box 123, Trussville, AL 
3517J—or contact your 
nearest dealer. 
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INTRODUCTORY OFFER 


M^X 

The MILITARY EXCHANGE 
1 YEAR (12 ISSUES) ONLY $9.95 

SAVE 58% OFF THE ONE-YEAR SINGLE-COPY PRICE and 
28% OF THE REGULAR SUBSCRIPTION PRICE* 


□ Payment enclosed (must accompany order) 

□ MasterCard □ VISA 

Card #- Name 

Exp. Date:_ 

Signature:_ 

'Savings based on annual newsstand rate of $24.00 and regular sub¬ 
scription rate of $14.00. Offer good In U.S. only. Please allow 6-8 weeks 
for your first copy to be mailed. Offer expires 6/86. 


Address 


City 


State Zip Code 
BRMXF6 


BUY • SELL • TRADE 


M\^X 

The MILITARY EXCHANGE 


— the direct way to reach thousands of avid collectors and buyers of 
military surplus, vehicles and parts, international military collectibles 
and war surplus, weapons and accessories and much, much more! 


6 MONTHS, SAME AD'CPREPAID) = 

* 10% DISCOUNT 

12 MONTHS, SAME AD (PREPAID) = 

«25% DISCOUNT 


CLASSIFIED AD RATES (per word) 


Reg. 

150 

italic 

250 

REG. CAPS 

200 

ITALIC CAPS 

300 

Bold Reg. 

250 

Bold Italic 

350 

BOLD CAPS 

300 

BOLD ITAUC CAPS 

400 


MINIMUM INSERTION OF $5.00 PER ISSUE. 


Front page “SPECIALS” advertising (color optional) available — 
call for rates (303) 449-3750. 

Classified deadline is the 15th of the month preceding the issue cover date. 









Name:_ 
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CIty/State/Zip: 
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MX, 

The Military Exchange 

P.O. Box 349 

Mt. Morris. IL 61054-9980 


DETACH THIS CARD AND SEND TO MX SALES OFFICE ADDRESS 


Please run the following classified ad in 
_consecutive issue(s) of MX. 


ALL ADS MUST BE PREPAID — 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO 
MILITARY EXCHANGE ADVERTISING. 


. words @. 
-words®- 


each = $_ 


each = $_ 


. TOTAL WORDS = $_ 

. issues = $_, minus a. 


discount for. 


. months prepaid = 


. AMOUNT ENCLOSED. 


1 



MX Advertising 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


n Please send me information on display advertising rates for MX. 









CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER: 

1-800-231-9279 

Satisfaction Quarantee(J,,^u|t^^^r^^ 
unused within 2 weeks with ail fiafe 
in original package for refund. ^ 


SLINGSHOT 


‘ ‘wordier bif ™il, use cjoupon or separate sheeL 
T^ali pflymenl Of credit catcI infermsifOri with expiration 
date, card number and 


Kniteco 


THE SURVIVOR 


The Survivor is a quality emergency survival knife/kit that wiil make itself 
useful anytime, whether you’re a hunter, fisherman, camper or just to 
have around the house. With the Survivor you can catch a fish, cut 
wood, start a fire, hutit for small animals, administer minor first aid, and 
get your bearings. The Survivor. . .with it you’ll always feel protected. 


More of what you want in a Survival Knite/Kil. 

5%” sharp 420 stainless blade. Rigid sliealh with 
sharpen ingTstone has a special compartment thal 
can be used as a signal mirror. Holds a slingshot 
band (doubles as a tourniquet) and a small fishing 
harpoWwith a can and bottle cap opener, in the 
4Vz" aluminum hollow handle you will find a liquid 
filled compass, morse code list, matches, adhesive 
bandages, small scapel. flint, pencil, needles, nylon 
line, fishhooks, sinker and safety pins, 

» 39 “each * 75 “°for™» i i 


WIRE CUTTER 




rJ 




Knifeco 

P.O.Box 5271 
Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 


Please send me: 

□ 1 Survivor Knife @ $39,95 plus $3.00 shipping & handling. 
□ 2 Survivor Knives @ $75.00 plus $3.00 shipping & handling. 
Florida Residents add 5% tax. Orders out of USA $8.00 shipping & handling. 
Specify: □ Olive Drab handle and sheath. □ Black handle and sheath. 
Charge my O MasterCard □ Visa □ Am. Express □ Check enclosed □ Money Order 


. - RO^aK,'527l.i«^ 

^ ‘‘JE 

Authorized Signature 
Name _ 


Credi.Ca,dNo. 11 I I I I 1 1 I I I I I I I I TTT 


Phone 


Address 
City _ 


State 






















